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OHS: JB \ J 

100-13292 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE OS- 28 - 20 J 0 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Hew x ork \ 
(Field Office 


October 6th, 
\ (Date) 


194 1 



T-WJE 




t;r:r ' 

SLIF(£') 

DATE 


Re: EESTER RODNEY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




mm 


Dear Sir: 


This case was received July 30th, 1941* 

(Date) 


The source or complainant: 


N. Y. Office review of files. 

(NaSj i-USSiFlEB^^ 

r -jrs run 

f FCH EXTEj 




(Address) 


f ^ v r r*t 
*• it - j,* 


IEW FOR 
^SSiFICAllOfl 


^Summary of Complaint: Subject’s photograph appeared in DAILY 
WORKER, 5/1/37, with statement he was a member of DAILY WORKER 
staff. 


This case after due consideration has been placed 

in a deferred status. It will receive appropri ate attention « * 

immediately when personnel is available. y \ / ) *; y/ / 

\ JBBOQPDSP Ji/jd/ ^ *' HZ _ 'imLA 


P. ‘eV FOmORTH,^-... 1f , 
Assistant j Director/^ * “ 


*(If Bureau files contain information in field offlW~fiTes“ 
list Bureau file number or refer to agent's report.) if 
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p AS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED F 
AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 05 ~28~2010 




FEDERAL 
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Form No. X 

This CASE ORIGINATED AT HEW YGHK, HEW YOKE 


INVESTIGATION 

IT FILE NO. 100-13292 


AT 


report made at 

mss YORK, HEW YOHK 

DATE WHEN MADE „ 

u/iz/d 4 . 

PERtOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

9/30:10/2.3 
10, Zb, Sl.fe3.23 

REPORT MADE BY 

C. C, HSLS0II 

Tm-E 24/41 

0 

LESTER R0DSTEIH with alias Lester Rodney 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

IH2EEHAL SECURITY-R. 


SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 


(U) 


REFERENCE.: 



DETAILS: 


(U) 


Subject has been employed as Sports Editor 
for Daily worker, Hew York City for five 
years. Registered as Communist voter in 
1936; as American Labor Party voter in 1940. 

Is still in employ of Daily Worker as Sports 
Editor. Subject protested fact that certain 
Communists required to post compliance bonds 
at Pittsburgh, Pa. Subject being considered 
for custodial detention. Description set 
Ho criminal record. Custodial detention 
memorandum being submitted. 

-C- 

Bureau letter dated April 30, 1941 re 
Internal Security. [/' 

^.'.fieport of Special Agent E.L. Boyle dated 
June 12, 1941 at Pittsburgh, Pa., in the 
-•-case entitled, "The Communist Party of the 
W.S.A., Pittsburgh, Pa., District Humber 5"; 
Internal Security-R. \,\ 

Special Agent L. 0. Prior of the Hew York 
Field Division reported on July 11, 1941, 
that the subject’s photograph appeared in •• 
the Kay 1, 1937 issue of the Daily Worker, 
wherein it also reflected that the subject 
was a member of the staff of the Daily Worker. 
Agent Prior secured this information through a *4- 
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review of the files in the New York Field Division. Agent personally 
examined the issue of May 1, 1937 of the Daily Worker at the 
Public Library of New York City, 137 West 25th Street and learned 
that on Page 8 of this issue of the Daily Worker subject's picture 
appears as a member of the staff of the Daily Worker. Subject's 
picture appears with other staff members of the publication. His 
name is listed as LESTER RODNEY. f,f 

On Page 34 of reference report of Special Agent E. L. 

Boyle, LESTER RODNEY is listed as one of many persons who protested 
hy letter or telegram the fact that 29 Communists in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania had to place compliance bonds of appeal to the Superior 
Court in Pittsburgh, Pa. These Communists had been arrested apparently 
for circulating Communist petitions, The address given for RODNEY 
in this report is 1569 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, K.Y. t{ 

Special Agent W. B. Butler, at the office of Informant TA, 
learned that the following civil law suit? have been filed against 
one LESSER RODNEY; ^ 

HERBERT J. Sli-ION versus LESTER RODNEY, 50 East 13th St. 

New York City 
filed December 22, 1939 in the First 
Court of Manhattan. Docket #74845, 

Attorney: LEONARD BXCKWIT. 

Sterling Discount Corporation versus LESTER RODNEY, 35 
East 12th Street, New York City, filed 
June 9, 1941 in the Second Court in 
Brooklyn, Docket #6895. Attorney, 

M. J. NORWICH . 

Tarzran Brothers versus LESTER RODNEY, 20 East 13th St. 

Manhattan, filed February 1, 1941, First 
Court, Kings County, Docket #2757, 

Attorney, H. D' ANTONIO, 66 Court Street, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

At the office of the Clerk of the First Court of Manhattan, 
Municipal Courts Building, it was learned that, on January 3, 1940, 
a judgment was rendered in favor of DR. HERBERT J. SIMON over 
LESTER RODNEY, 50 East 13th Street, in the amount of $116.00, and 
that the defendant did not appear to defend the action. A garnishee 
order was signed on January 30, 1940, and, on June 25, 1941, a wage 
execution was returned, satisfied. This action was for a fee for 
services rendered by the plaintiff doctor to the defendant's wife, 
at the agreed price of $116.00. The Gourt's record further showed 


V 
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that the plaintiff’s office address was 300 Central Pari: West and 
that the defendant was employed dy the Daily Publishing Com any , Inc., 
50 East 13th Street. At the office of Municipal Court #1, Central 
Courts Building, Brooklyn, it was ascertained that Civil Suit #2757 
was filed by MARSIH A. TAEZRAH, doing business as BADSIAH ERCTH2BS 
against I£?x ?. RODIM' on February 1, 1941, and that the 
action was for an unpaid balance of 628,12 on a General Electric 
Radio. Summons was served on the subject personally at 50 East 
13th Street, Hew York City. It is to be noted that this is the 
office of the Daily Worker. An effort was made to contact HARRY 
D’AUTOlvIO, attorney for the plaintiff in this action without success. £/ 

V 

DR. HERBERT j/ SIMON, 300 Central Park West, Hew York City, 
stated that he performed an appendectomy on MPk. IESIEF: E015SEY on 
April 13, 1938, at a price which he agreed with the subject should 
be $116.00. Subject at that time resided at 48-11, 45th Street, 
Sunnyside, Brooklyn, Hew York. DR. SIMOH stated that after the 
operation wrs performed successfully, subject refused to pay the 
bill, and for th at reason hehturned t he collection of the bill over 
to his attorney, I I. 50 Broadway, Hew York City. 

DR. SII4CH stated that he would not know the subject on the street 
should he see him, and therefore could not give an accurate 
description. He stated that a brother-in-law of the subject, named 
BEVY, does not like the subject because of the subject's Communist 
affiliations, but the doctor did not know the fir^t name nor the 
address of LEVY. DR. SIM01T stated that the subject appeared to be 
in poor circumstances and that this was one of the reasons the 
operation was performed at such a low cost. DR. SI1ICI, recalled 
that the operation was performed at the Sydenham Hospital, 125th 
Street at Manhattan Avenue. (, j 

At the Record Room of the Sydenham Hospital, the clerk in 
charge stated that since the case of subject's wife was of a private 
nature, no information could be given. 1) 

I I Attorney-at-Law, 50 3roadv;ay, stated 

that when the subject was interviewed in his office in connection 
with the lawsuit filed by DR. H2IBBR* J. SIMOH, subject stated that 
he resided at 618 Sixth Street, Brooklyn, and that his previous 
address was 226 West 'Premont Avenue, Bronx, Hew York. Subject also 
stated that he was a writer for the Daily Worker and that his weekly 
salary was $25.00. 
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Subject was described as follows by MR. 


u 


Color; white 
Age; 28 years 
Height; 5’o" 

Weight; 140 lbs. 

Complexion; dark 

Build; slight 

Marital status; married 

Occupation; writer for the Daily Worker 

Appearance; Jewish 


J. D. SMITH, Superintendent of the apartment building at 226 West 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, New York, was contacted and he stated that 
the subject never resided at that address. At the office of 
Informant TB it was ascertained that the subject was not registered 
under the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 at that office. (J 

MRS. B. PEZULICH, 618 Sixth Street, Brooklyn, reported that 
the subject resided at that address, by himself, from October of 
1940 until January of 1941. It was not deemed advisable to question 
MRS. PEZULICH regarding the subject’s affiliations with the Communist 
Party sin ce this was a rooming house in a neighborhood, o-f foreign 
persons. | Brooklyn, 

stated that he remembered that the subject lived at 618 Sixth 
Street, but could not remember the type of mail which subject re- 
ceived. \y[ 

Informant TC advised that subject registered as required 
under the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 on October 
16th, 1940 when he stated the following on his registration card: M 


Name; LESTER RODNEY 

Address; 618 Sixth Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. subsequently 
changed to 1569 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Age; 29, Born April 17, 1911 in Net? York, N.Y. 

Country of Citizenship; United States of America 
Person wh4 will always know address; MP.S . BET BY SHERMAN 

jfRODNEY, wife, 1776 East 13th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Employer; ' Freedom of the Press, Inc., 50 East 13th Street, 
New York, N.Y. 

Description; white 

height - 5’ 9” 

Weight - 150 lbs. 

Eyes - brown 
Hair - brown 
Complexion - li^it 


u 
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Subject's order number is 3123; Serial Humber 2230. ^ 

Subject executed his Selective Service Questionnaire of May 
7, 1941 wherein he submitted the following information.: \JL 

Name; LESSEE EOLNEY, also known as LESSEE HOLSTEIN. 1 

Address; 1569 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, New Tork 

Telephone; Oloverdale 8-2418 

Social Security Number; 131-05-8572 

Physical Condition; bad eyes, flat feet, nasal 

obstruction. 

Education; 8 years elementary school, 4| years 

high school; 2 years New Tork University 
in Evening School of Journalism. \ 

Employed for five years as Sports Editor of freedom of 
the Press, Inc., 50 East 13th Street, 

New York, N.Y. 

Marital Status; Married September 1, 1937 at Brooklyn, 

New York; does not live with wife, she 
living at 26 Grove Street, New York City. 


Subject listed as his other dependent his mother, BELLA 
HOLSTEIN PENN, 58 years old, and stated that his support of his mother 
began on February 28, 1941 when his father died. Subject lists his 
yearly income as $1,300.00 end stated that he pays a monthly rental 
of $40.00 to the Briskay Eealty Company. y 


Under the citizenship status paragraph, subject states that 
he was horn in New York, New York, April 17, 1911 end is a citizen of 
the United States, ly 

He lists the following relatives: . 

bg Sisters -| □ 

K -, r . Brooklyn. N.Y. - married. 


Brooklyn, N.Y. - married. 

Bank - at Kings Highway and East 16th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York where $171.00 is on deposit in the 
name of his mother, BELLA PENN. 


The following information was secured at the office of the 
Board of Elections, Municipal Building, Brooklyn: 

On October 6, 1936, LESTER HOLSTEIN, register number 377, 
registered as a Communist voter in the Fifth election 
district of the 12th Assembly district of Kings County, 

New York. His address at that time was 529 Second 
Street, Brooklyn and his description as given is 
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a 

Age; 25 years 

Bom; United States 

In state - So years, in County - 18 years, in 
Election District - 3 years. 

In October of 1940, subject registered as LESSEE SO DJEY , 
an American Labor Farty voter, registry number 660, in tiie 7th election 
district of the 12th Assembly district of Kings County, Hew York. Ee 
stated that his address was 618 Sixth Street, Brooklyn and that he was 
born in the United States and was 29 years old. 




At the Marriage License ?..ec or d Room in the Hall of Records, 
Brooklyn, the following information was secured from marriage cert- 
ificate number 1866 issued September 13, 1937: l{ 

LESSEE RODNEY and BESSIE C / SiTEIAH 

LESSER RODNEY, white, residence 590 Second Street, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Age ; 26 

Born: April 17, 1911 in Brooklyn, 

N.Y. 

Father: MAX, born in the United 

States 

Mother's maiden name: BELLE C 12201?, 

( born in the United States. 

SEQRMAH, white, residence 1802 Ocean 
‘rrkway , Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Born: July 10, 1918 in the Bronx, 

E.Y. 

Occupation: salesgirl 

Father: DAVID SHkRIiAN, born U.S.S.R. 

Mother's maiden name: MINNIE MARCUSE, 

bom in the United States. 


RODHEY and MISS SKEE1MAN were married by the ?E7. ABRAHAM 
L3IB3WI2Z, Minister, 1800 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, on September 16, 
1937. Witnesses were LOUIS KGWSr.K and FkAKCES LSI30WI2Z. t( 

At the offices of the Registrar of New York University, 
Washington Square it was learned that subject register d at that 
school in September Of 1930 as LEiSSR EvDSEEIII, 2444 - 83rd Street, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. and attended school irregularly until June of 1932 
when he had earned but four credit hours in the . tudy of Journalism. 
He listed his nigh school as New Utrecht High School. ^ 
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At the office of Informant TD it was learned that Freedom 
of the Press, Inc., 50 East 13th Street., New York, are publishers 
of the Daily Worker. This information is also given on the editorial 
page of the Daily 'Worker. lj 

Ho record of the subject's birth could be found at the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics, Board of Health, Brooklyn, H.Y. 

Special Agent J. E. Amos of the Hew York Field Division 
checked the criminal record; of the Hew York City Police Department 
with regard to the subject's true name , IZ2ST3R liOD-dSIN and his 
alias, which he uses when writing in the Daily Worker, EEITER P.jBiiEY, 
with nega.tive results. ^ 

The subject is being considered for custodial detention and a 
custodial detention memorandum is being submitted. 


CLOSED 
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COITFIBENTIAL IHFOBIAiTT SHEET 


Hie Confidential Informants listed in tliis report are 
as follows: 

Informant IAj The Credit Bureau of Greater Sew York, 
7th Avenue at 33rd Street, Sew York 
City. 

Informant T3: Clerk of Local Board Number 66, 

Selee\ive Service, 586 West 177th 
Streets $rons, New York. 

b6 Informant TC: 

b7C 


Informant TD: Bun and Bradstreet, 290 Broadway, 

New York, N.Y. 
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LESTER ^RODSTE DT 
alia.s Lester<Rodney 

Residence address: 

15S9 Ocean Avenue 
Brooklyn, IT ev; York. 

Business address: 

Freedom of the Press, Inc. 
50 East 13th Street 
Rev; York, 1T.Y . (Offices of 
the Daily Worker). 


COI&IUHIST 


Born April 17, 1911 in Brooklyn, Rev; York and is a citizen of the 
United States of America. (Marriage Certificate #18766 issued 
September 13, 1937.) $ 

LESTER RODSTBIH, alias LESTER RODNEY has been employed for the past 
five yeans as Sports Editor of the Daily Worker, 50 East 13th 
Street, Rev; York City. He is still employed in this capacity. 

On October 5, 1936 he registered at the Board of Elections, 
Brooklyn, R.Y., as a Commonist voter, in the Fifth Election District 
of the 12th Assembly District of Brooklyn. In 1940, he registered 
as a voter of the American Labor Party in this same district. 

(Report of Special Agent C. C. Belson dated Bovember 13, 1941 
at Rev; York," R.Y., 100-13292.) (i 

LESSER RODNEY, 1569 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, R.Y. is listed as one 
of many persons v;ho protested by letter or telegram the fact that 
29 Communists in Pittsburgh, Pa., had to place compliance bonds to 
the Superior Court , Pittsburgh, Pa. , following their arrest for 
circulating Communist petitions. (Report of Special Agent E. L. 
Boyle, dated June 12, 1941 at Pittsburgh, Pa., in the case entitled 
the COMMUNIST PARTY -OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA , Pittsburgh, 

Pa., District Humber 5, Internal Security - R.) [A 
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It is recommended that a $'ed#rity Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


LESTER RODSTEIN 
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J RESIDENCE ADDRESS 
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"Daily Worker V 35 East 12th St., New York City 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT HESST YORE 
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DATE WHEN 
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4/3/50 
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title 


>TEK P.0DST3IN, wa, : Lester Rodney 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


L^; ! UT:ITY HOTTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


(U) 
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Subject born 4/17/11, Brooklyn, New York. 

He resides at 112 Bast 16th Street, NYC, 
and is employed as sportswriter for the 
"Daily 'Worker,*' 35 Bast 12th Street, NYC. 

He was a member of the Veteran’s Committee for f! 
the eleotion of ROBERT TH0I EPSON and BEHJAL’IN |- ‘ / */ g* 
DAVIS, Communist candidates in 1946. Subject ij , 

was to have held a bazaar in June, 1948, under ‘ 

the auspices of Branch Number 2, Stuyvesant Section 
of the Communist Party. He stated in his newspaper 
column on 11/1/48 that he was a Communist. 

Subject was a member of 1 .17. 0. in 1949. He 
registered ALP in 1947 and 1948 

p^t • v 

'""uS!UU_ 

BIRTH . CK3, 

DAI! 

Birth records of the Bor ou^gQtfiSSihHtttiyKd* rnisCiH-eSiha d 
by the Department of Health, New York City, refleot ■ 
that LESTER R0DSTBIN was born April 17, 1911, His fatha^ was 1AX"R0DSTEIN, 
born in New York City, and his mother was BELLA' COTTON RODSTBIN, also born 
in Ne%v York City. [/ N 

K3SIDENCE 

Confidential Informant T-l, of knovm. reliability, 
advised in January, 1950, that the subject had lived for a number of years., 
at 112 Bast Sixteenth Street, New York City, and was still residing there. ^ 


DETAILS: 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 





IHS I)ESTH0lhlD 


COPIES OFTHI3 REPORT 

6 - Bureau 153 JUK 30 1960 
1 - Col. w. Player, G-.O.S.,- G-2, 
1st Army / ~ 

4 - New York ■ ' " * 

(1- NY 100-50261) 


r DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES j f 

/■' /dff 


& \\ 

ttORO® *" 

t;oaEO - 65 




(U) 




PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 
AGENCY; TD WHICH* LEANED. 


' P.i o 


ji^ONT ^ftTS jARg-LjJAH^D -TO YOU ,BY ^ TH E FBI. A(IP-A 8 | ^W TO^^S TRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


til 




NY 100-13292 



(U) 


an. article by the subject, entitled, "A Paper for People Tiho Remember,” in' 

•which the subject attempts to show how many times the "Daily Worker” has been 
right in their policy in the past* He states that the "Daily Worker” was 
right about the Spanish Civil War being sponsored by Hitler and Mussolini, 
and how Finland was really an ally of Hitler prior to World I7ar II. (4 

i:a y 29, 1945 issue of the "Daily Worker" contains an artiole 
b [. 'T 9 .?' ub 39°'fc entitled, "Saw Fascists Hogging UNRM Food In Greece,” in 
which the subject states that in an interview with three Greek seamen, now 
in llew York City between voyages, they charged that DERM supplies were being; 
withheld by the reactionary Greek monarchist Government from the very men 
who led the Anti-Hazi resistance. The seamen stated that distribution of 
supplies was made through picked government supporters, some of whom were 
ex-collaborators * 

_ The "Daily Worker” of October 26, 1946, on page 5, column 1, 
contains an article which stated that twenty combat veterans of World 
hiar II formed a Veteran’s Committee for the election of ROBERT THOMPSON 
and BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Communist candidates for comptroller and Attorney 

General in the coming election. The subject was one of the veterans on this 

coEnnittee* |yj 

The "Daily Worker” on December 14, 1946, on page 8, column 3, 
contained an announcement that LESTER RODNEY, "Daily Worker” sports editor 
would speak on Decemoer 15, 1946, at the Jerry Weinberg Club, 190 Tompkins* 
Avenue,. Brooklyn* 

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, advised in April, 

1947, that LESTER RODNEY was one of the nominees on the ballot for "Representative 
Assembly Delegates,” issued by the "Daily Worker” unit.^g^ 

Confidential Informant T-4, of known reliability, advised in 
August, 1947, that the subject was one of the individuals from the New 
York area who attended the First Annual National Communist Veteran’s 
Encampment which convened in Washington, D, C*, on March 8 and 9, 1947, 

Informant stat^jL that approximately four hundred Communist veterans 
attended. A 


RODNEY wrote an article in the May 9, 1947 issue of the "Daily 
7/orker” entitled, "Defend United States in Peace as in War,” in which he 


H 
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described the meetings and speakers of the Communist veterans .in Washington^' 

D v C*, .on- lylarch 8th* ’ * • 

... Confidential Informant T-2 advised on March 14; 1947, that the • ‘ 

subject wab -one of the members of the "Daily Worker " staff who sent a ; ' . 

telegram tc the Secretary of Labor, Mr. SCHWELLSNBACH, in Washington, D. C., • 

. -which read: "TJe members of the. 'Daily Worker 1 staff are Communists and T/jr&r •/. *'l’. 

‘veterans. Ue append our s'erial numbers and war records*; Le would like to .• 
know if you would deny us our rights as American citizens.; Please, wire - : 
collect." A*\. • ■ . 1 

; , The subject’s serial number was listed as 32355453, and he stated 

•that he was a' member of the 52nd’ Field Hospital. He s’tated that he had 
spent, thirty-tv/o ’ months as a male nurse with the American 37th, 24th and 
31st Divisions in the Solomon 'Island and South Philippine Campaigns 

. . Confidential Informant T-2 advised in December 1947, that the subject 

was; making Arrangements for - speakers at meetings of the American Youth for 
Democracy.* It; is- to be noted that ‘the American Youth for Democracy has been • 
declared by the Attorney General as- a Communist Organization and falls within 
the purview of Executive. Order 9835. 

•Confidential informant T.-2 also advise d on February 13, * 1948, that . . 

’ the subject was one of the v persons who sent a telegram to Councilman 
WALTER-.R. HART of the Hew York City Council on January 22,’ 1948, protesting 
the "shameful run around of S. -?JV GERSON, legal successor to the late ' - 

Councilman CAC CHI ONE. " PETER. C AC CHI ORE was the ‘ Communist Party electee 
■ for city councilman in Brooklyn, New York, who died on November 1947* 

SIMON GERSON* according to Confidential Informant T -3, who ' gave -the ; information 
• in i949, is presently the Legislative Director of the New' York State 
Communist Party, and ‘also is in charge ‘ of the Defense Committee . of the 
Communist Party* GERSON,^ the informant stated, attempted -unsuccessfully 
. to be seated for the unfinished term of the former city Councilman IETER . 

■ CACCHIONE at the- 'time of the latter's death* \ ; 

Confidential. Informant Tr3*. advised on ApriK’2, 1948, that he , 
believed the subject- had been employed by the /"Daily Workar"- from November, 

1945, to at least .February,. .1947 . 

Informant also * advised on June 4, .1948, that the . June program of . 
the Village For.uin conducted by the. Lower- West Side- Communist Party listed 
LESTER RODNEY as one. of the speakers. . • : v * .V . 

On June 8,’ 1948,' Confidential Informant T-3 advised that a bazaar ;• 
was to be held- on June 13th, from 12:00 noon to 9:00 p.m. -at LESTER RODNEY'S 
home . at 112 East Sixteenth Street, under the auspices oT Branch Number 2, tl *y 
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Stuyvesant Section of the Communist Party* x 

The ITovember 1, 1948, issue of the "Daily 'Worker," page 16, column 4, 
contained an article by the subject in which he states: "but in addition 
to being a sportswritor, I happen to be a Communist." 

Confidential Informant T-3 advised on January 26, 1949, that the 
subject was a "public speaker" for the "Daily Worker. 

The January 23, 1949, issue of the "daily Worker," section 2, page 
17, contained an advertisement for the book, "Fighting Words," which contains 
selections from the "Daily Worker" from 1924 to 1949. LESTER. RODITEY was one 
of the columnists whose work appeared in this book. 

Confidential Informant T-5, of known reliability, advised that 
as of February 18, 1949, the subject was employed by the "Daily Worker. "K 

Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability, advised that 
LESTER RODNEY, 112 East Sixteenth Street, was one of the persons who 
protested to Judge HAROLD R. LiEDIITA, concerning the trial of the Communist 
Party Loaders in New York City in 1948. This protest was signed prior to 
September 20, 1948. Informant also advised on Lay 9, 1949, that the subject 
protested the discrimatory method of hand-picking juries and the indictment 
of the twelve Communist Leaders dropped as unconstitutional and un-American 

Confidential Informant T-7, of known reliability, advised that 
as of August, 1949, LESTER RODNEY was a member of the International Workers 
Order. It is to be noted that the International Workers Order has been 
listed by the Attorney General as a Communist Organization and falls within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

Confidential Informant T-3 advised on Lay 3, 1949, that a party 
was being held at the suojeot's home on June 15, 1949* The party was 
being called, "The Party of the Year for the Party, 

Confidential Informant T-b advised on October 17, 1949, that 
LESTER RODNEY wrote BERNARD RUBIR, another writer for the "Daily Worker," 
that he disagreed with an article written by Rib III entitled, "Thoughts 
on the Cultural Struggle," in which RTPHJ stated that G-Is of the Soviet 
Union had a higher cultural lovel than the United States Soldiers, who 
"went through the war on comic books." According to the informant, RODITEY 
objected to RUBIN'S article end staged that he, RODNEY, came out of the 
war with a liking and respect for the great majority of his fellow GIs. 

EODUEY stated that RUB HI apparently lacked faith in the American people.^ 
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The records of the Bureau of Elections, ;T 0 w T 0 r2: County, reflect 
that the subject registered from 112 East Sixteenth Street, Hew York City, 
for the years 1947 and 1946. Subject registered as a member of the American 
Labor Party. 

The Special Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of 
Representatives, 79th Congress, Second Session, cited the American Labor 
Party as a Communist front on March 29, 1944. U[ 

A check of the records of Confidential Informants ?-8 and 1-9, 
both of known reliability, failed to reflect any additional information 
concerning the subject, 

^ The following informants, of known reliability, advised that they 

knew the subject was the sports Editor of the "Daily Worker," but that they 
knew nothing concerning the Communist Party Activities of the subjects 1-10, 
T-ll, T-12, T-13, T-14, T-15, and T-16.^ 

The following description of the subject was obtained from Selective 
Service and Marriage records. 


Hams 

LESTER RODSTEIN, wa . : Lester Rodney 

Eirth 

April 17, 1911, Hew York City 

Race 

White. 

Height 

5 * 9" 

Weight 

150 lbs. 

Eyes 

Brown 

Hair 

Brown 

Complexion 

Light 

Relatives 

1 1 

Employer 

Freedom of the Press, 50 East 13th Street 


Hew York City. 

Address 

112 East Sixteenth Street, Eqw York City. 


be 

b7C 


E 


21 


D 


G 



1 



ADMINISTRATIVE PAC-E 

(U) > Confidential- Informant T-3 advised on Iv'ny 25, 1948., that he had 

in his possession a three-page attendance list obtained from the Communist 
Party National Headquarters, 35 East Twelfth Street, New York City, giving 
the name, section and county.. LESTER RODNEY * S name, appeared ®n this list 
as being in the Stuyyesant Section of. Manhattan County. X 

. (U) ■ , Confidential Informant 1-17, of known reliability,* advised that 

prior to -August, 1940, a LESTER RODNEY, address' not given, was a member 
, of Branch One, Section -Three, -New York County Communist I arty. ^ 
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; NY 100-13292 

LEAD 

NEW YOBK DIVISION * 

at New York, New York 

(U) Will await the .recommendation of the Bureau concerning the submission 

.of Term FD 122. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


[ 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in .the report of SA | I 

Jat New . York, New York, dated ^pR o 


are identified as follows 


h2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


T-l 


T-2 


T-3 


T-4 

T-5 

T-6 

T-7 

T-8 


| l contacted in December, 1947, by SA CHARLES 

P. HEIN32R* Informant also contacted on 3/14/47 and 
2/13/43 by SA CHARLES F. H3INER and on 4/25/47 by 
SA J « D. REED • . 


I I who made the information available on the 

following dates to the following persons: 

4/2/48 - to SA A. S. DOOLEY and SE T. O'CONNOR 
6/4/48 -to SA 3. K. DEANE and S3 T, O'CONNOR . 

6/8/48 - to SA 3. Iv. DEANE and SE A, S. FALLER ' ' 

1/26/49 - to SA HERBERT P. LARSON and SE S. W. JENNINGS 
5 / 3/49 - to SA HERBERT P. LARSON and SE A. E. FALLER 
10 / 17/49 - to SA A. B. CLARK and SE A. E. FALLER - . 
5/25/49 - to SA HERBERT P. LARSON and SE T. O'CONNOR. . 

■Letter from G2 dated 7/9/47, signed by Lieutenant 


Associated Hospital Service, 80 Lexington Avenue, 
New .-York City. 


Miss 


[ 


to Judge Harold R. Medina 


c on t ac t e d by . SA GEORGE J • SULLIVAN . 

I contacted by SA A. E. DOOLEY on 12/23/47. 


Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, Hew York 
City Police Department contacted by SA AUGUST J'*, MICEK. 


T-9 


G2, contacted bj SA JOHN J. DIXSOH 






CONFIDENTIAL INFORaAUTS (COKT 'D ) 

I . | contacts d by. SA EDWARD W. BUCKLEY. 

I I contacted by SA EDWARD W. BUCKIE Y. 

I I l contacted by SA CHARLES F.. HEINSR. 

I , \ contacted by SA CHARLES. F. HEINER. 

contacted by SA CHARLES F. HEINER. 

I l ■ 9 CR t£C ted by SA IRAKK J. . SMITH . 

j 1 contacted by SA EDWARD W v BUCKLEY. 

tawTiT r°g^ anda an f st atistical infor m i 
taken iYom | l and 

on 7/1/40, as reflected in report of 

SA ROSS ,K. . PRESCOTT, 7/13/40, 

entitjled , 1 l wa 3 . ; and I 

I BSPI ONAGE. ^CGMviUHIST ACTIVITIES. 


Raport of SA C. C. KELSON, 11/13/41 at New York. , 





DI CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
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^pATE 05-28-2010 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


FD-122 
( 10 - 19 - 49 ) 


TO • : Director, FBI 

FROM^ SAG, New York 

SUBJECT: LSSTERAODSTEIN, vra. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
Bufile 100-46858 


DATE: August 25, 1950 


s^^-J?Ar^L 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the.- 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 

ALIASES 



urasof) 



RA6E , SEX NATIVE BORN 

NATURALIZED ^ ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

INDEPjENDENT SOCIALIST? LEAGUE 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

o f 71 

-H O 


TAB FOR DETC0M_ 
DATE OF BIRTH 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


%rr 


PLACE^OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 



Apartment 2 A, ^50 Fairview Avenue 


X 


New York City, N.Y. 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and ad dress 


P"T) fiftp rmcES 

, IT, 

iiA-m ■ l 





NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 

EX. - 83 
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STANPARn Ft>RM w *». 64 


;D I CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

n-ANPARn'FPftM^jo. 64 . FBI AUT OHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GTJIDE^ * k * 

f .^p s TI 0S-Z8-Z010 ^ ’ 

Office l&emovandum • united states government 


FROM 


^SUBJECT: 

L'. ^ 


Jfi2. J7. BEIMONW 

v • P - »v.£ 

LESTER ROD NEW 

INTERNAL SECURITY - ^ 


> DATE: Ju2$/ 14, 1952 

M/rm* /// 

/*/£•& / M 

" VtScTg Tolson, 


i ^ j/r. Joseph Short , Press Secretary to the President , ^ 

gave to Mr, Roach today the attached copies of tele grams 

5F ^ received by the President from various persons believed by Z7rZT 

Short to be Communists, or Communist sympathisers, and he ~ 

desired to pass this on to the Bureau as a matter of informa - ^ 

0 '*l tion, lfl p ~K~ 

, rf 'A ' c 

. * ,4s can be noted, the attached 11 telegrams from varivnus 

J L. individuals and groups are on behalf of one Lester Rodney , the 
Sports Editor for the " Daily Worker," who desires to attend the 
JE& Olympic games at Helsinki, He was refused a passport by the 

^Department of State , Rodney, and those persons supporting him, 
i are now appealing to the President so that the Department of 
4® State may be instructed to issue the pps sport, /j^ 

Q Mr, Short informed Mr, Roach that he has not even called 

jJf ]H these telegrams to the President 's attention and does not intend 
“df^f to do so as he considers it a mere pressure operation on behalf 
><4.^ of Rodney and some of his " Communist " friends, 

RECOMMENDATION : 

It is recommended that this memorandum, with the attach- 
ments, be referred to the Internal Security Unit for its information ,^j 

Attachments (ll ) J 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


Director, FHI (100-1*6858) date: 3/25/53 

SAC, Hew York (100-13292) 

LESTER ROBSTEIH, wa., 

Lester-Rodney 
SM - C 

There are attached the original and two photostatic copies of a 
clipping froa the 3/19/53 issue of the "Daily Worker" with the headline 
"The Real Stoiy of 3 Air Incidents" and bearing the by-line of IESTLR 
RODKEI, the subject* RODHEY is the Sports Editor of the "Daily ’Worker", 
but occasionally writes news and feature articles* ^ 


ip 

r Cl 


TO 

ROM 


SUBJECT: 


The article is being called to the attention of the Bureau since 
! 1 i it appears to be somewhat seditious and indicative of a strong pro-USSR 
I attitude on the part of RODHEI. ^ 


Enc* 3 


EWBtEG 

< 
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The Real Story of 3 Air Incidents 


II.S. Patrol Plane, MIG 
Swap Fire Off Alaska 

Bjr BOB KNOX 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska, March IT (INS) .—The VM. Air 
today that an Alaska-based American reconnaissance plane on weather patrol 
exchanged ineffectual gunftre Saturday night with one of twp Russlan-bullt 

* Yesterday, the Daily Mirror, deliberately lied about where the 
plane ‘incident* took place. Even the airforce admitted that it 
occurred near the Soviet coast. 


By LESTER RODNEY 

The latest plane “incident” 
in press headlines yesterday was 
! so crude that even a member 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee has been forced to 
j question it. Sen. Ralph E. 

| Flanders (R-Vt), has asked that 
j*a group be set up to study 
whether there was ‘an element 
of chip on the shoulder” on the 
part of the U.S. bomber which 
flew 2,000 miles from its Alaska 
base to the coast of the Soviet 
Union. 

And Sen. Warren G. Magnu- 
son (D-Wash), while deploring 
the shooting, suggested that 
since the bomber WAS 600 
miles west of the nearest U.S. 
territory at the tin of the Aleu- 
tian islands, and (the Air Force 
said) just 25 miles from the 
USSR, he could understand why 
Soviet planes might want to 
challenge it. 

Every one of the sudden rash 
of plane “incidents” in the past 
week can be revealed by ele- 
mentary examination as a shabby 
provocation designed to create 
! war-whooping headlines. 

\ Tire latest one outdid them 
ah. 

I routine weather flight off 

the teoast of Siberia,” said the 
first dispatch in tones of in- 
jured innocence. Imagine for a 


moment a “routine weather 
flight” by a Soviet bomber off 
the coast of California! " 

This RB-50, an improved ver- 
sion of the B-29 Superfort 
bomber, was attached to the 
U. S. Strategic Air Command, 
which regularlv and publicly 
speaks of its ability to deliver 
atombombs to targets in the So- 
viet Union. One look at the map 
and the damaging location of 
the “X” which marks the spot 
so far from Alaska and right on 
the Soviet coast is revealing. 
So much so that two Senators 
had to speak out for greater caur 
tion. ^ 

But these facts did not inhibit 


the Daily News, with the largest- 
circulation in die land, from 
coming out with a blazing page 
one headline: “B-50 ROUTS 
MIG OFF ALASKA ” Nor its 
Hearst tabloid companion the 
“Mirror” from headlining “U.S. 
Patrol Plane, MIG Swap Fire 
Off Alaska.” 

The amazing baldness of the 
war-whooping lie in the News 
and Mirror carries the whole 
upside-down, Alice in Wonder- 
land “free world” hoax of a So- 
viet menace to its logacl ex- 
treme. And the screaming jingo 
headline lies reveal the real 
purpose behind every one of 
these “incidents.” 


First there was the -jet plane j 
shot down by the Czechs. The j 
American pilots involved refused 
to answer “for security reasons” 
the reasonable queston as to l 
why they never shot back if in- j 
deed they had been jumped 1 
while flying where they were 
supposed to be. This illuminated 
the incident at once. 

There could be only one good 
reason why they couldn't use 
their guns and that is that they 
—were indeed over Czechoslo- 
vakia as charged. Planes sent 
into Czechoslovakia to create an 
incident obviously would have 
orders not to fire back, because ; 
if they shot down a Czech plane 
in Czechoslovakia the aggressor | 
would be clear to the world. 

The plane fell on the German J 
side of the border. This is 
totally meaningless, as admitted 
in the Herald Tribune by Wal- 
ter Millis, who wrote, “Unfor- 
tunately, it (the place the U, S. 
jet fell to earth) is no evidence 
* at all as to the precise spot at 
which the interception took 
place.” 

Then there are those who say, 
“All right, suppose the planes 
did happen to go ov$r the 
Czech border. Is that any way 
for a civilized country to act, 
(Continued on Page -6) j 


J 

l 

i 

►v 

I 

* 


RE: LESTER R0DSTEI1T, wa 
Lester Rodney; SM-C 
M 100-13292 
BU 100-46858 


"Daily Worker" 
March 19, 1953 
Pages 1 and © 
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THE PHONY war-scaro headline in the Daily News 


Planes 

(Continued from Page 1) 
to shoot at them/' To this it 
might be suggested that when 
our Secretary of State announces 
j a- policy of wrecking, sabotage, 

^ murder, espionage in Czechoslo- 
vakia a la Hitler, it is not ex- 
actly reasonable to expect tho 
Czechs to greet his war planes 
with bouquets. 

With a change^ of U. S. for- 
eign policy to a civilized one of 
peace, it IS' quite likely that our 
planes will be looked upon dif- 
ferently. 

BRITISH BOMBER 

Then there was the British 
bomber downed on the border 
of East Germany. Here the ev- 
idence was damning from the 
start. Most of the bomber fell 
in East Germany. Nonetheless 
the British Foreign Office issued 
a bristling note to* the Soviet 
Union* It was said radar show- 
! ed the plane had never strayed 
| off its course, and the damaging 
evidence of used ammunition 
lying under machine guns was 
explained as being left lying 
around from previous target 
practice. This from the tidy 
British! 

1 With headlines doing their bit 
to try to fan the lagging war 
hysteria and take- the edge off 
Malenkovs offer of peaceful set- 
tlement, Churchill, pushed in 
Commons, had to admit the 


British bomber “might have* 
crossed into East Germany! 

Add them all together and 
it is clear enough, what s going 
on. 

The technique is simple. Any- 
time the “free world* gets 
worried about growing peace 
sentiment, it can send a, plan$ 
where, it doesn't belong. And 
the headlines in the “free world* 
press will do the rest. 
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r\rr a /c DATE y 2-19-2010 

Office Memorandum • united stv 

TO : Director, FBI (100-1+6858) 


DATE: 3/20/53 


.sA^J 


FROM' : SAC, New York (100-13292) 

SUBJECT: LESTER RODSTEIN waj 
S.H. - C 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows; (Specif^ change only) 



jiPFRCiPDIATE JU5ENOI®3 



NATIVE BOH N , NATURALIZED ALIE N 6 - 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WOHCERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

Sports Writer - Daily Worker, 35 E. 12th St., New York, New York 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility list) 


RESIDENCE ADDRES S 

CLASSES 


■ 

r?Asbi: fcr ipm 

FHH:LJR 

P4TE OFyRbVltJ run 

VAPR ? 

■m 
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FROM: 



Director, (100-3-99) 

Att: ? sst. r *lr. />. u. rjr laouT 

FAC, r©w York (100-13292) 


[C 5 , USA -\ 

- c 


9/24/53 


X 


Hf r**n 

(U) 




Ljtf - C 
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» i;n 


DEGLASSi, : lCATiO:i 


• m rn<m m m 






r n 


•orSTLIU, more commonly kno wn fta.TACTLR 


^ROONEY. Sports l.dltor of the n Daily „orker,”[ 


K 


BACTTGUOUIID 




1 ; 


Birth Fata 

The subject was bom IE3TEP n orsTElI7 on 4/l?/ll at 
Brooklyn, NY. Ris parents, MAX and BELLE ,. w ere both bora In 
the United States, 4 A'\. 

Marital Status 


Izi 


C ? , f 


TO 

m 

M rVl 

t* h w 

g to is 

|s& 

gb 

w Q »' : ' 




on 4/2 l/4& • [ 


L ST T? Four's Y married the former] 


was hornC 


__ , . ___ l ojT^t"* 

J2/U/ l8"*at UYT Tier YaTheT^A^CTElS, was born iH Pussla and. 
her mother, £QPHIE* was. horn in_T&mania. Mhe bad previous^ 
been married to l 1 l£.£TER UOP'l-I had 


formerly been married to BhTTY SULRK4 K who was reoorted 
deceased. RODNEY and hisl lhave two children, 

• • 1 1 1 1 u 

Face and Citizenship 


T A, 





ft, M 
M ^ 

5 ^ 

w education 


L f TEH nOD'-JbY is white and is a citizen of the U.L . 


RQDULY was reported to have attended Mew Utrecht 
Flgh School, Brooklyn, and to have attended the KY Unlvorsity 
Lchool of Journalism for two years. 1/ 

Employment 


RODNEY has been employed by Freedom of the Press, 
publishers of the H ^ailv Lorkor,” since 193&* ‘ 7 e tea been 
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hotter to Director, VB1 
W£ 100-13292 



Sports Editor of the " Pally Worker" for many years and edits 
a column "On the Scoreboard." rT Is office is st 35 Last 12 
Street, K1C , office of the "Daily Worker. "U 

Residence 


LETTER RODKLY resides at 30 Fairview .Avenue, 
Apt. 2A, H1C, 

Military Service 

IWI .i» h ■ ,m< n m .n» Wn . ■■■ w i 


(U) 


(U) 


LLSTiuP RODZiSY was reported to have served in the 
0. S. Army for 32 months as a male nurse, having seen service 
in the South Pacific. Re was discharged from service on 1/3/46. \\ 


COMMOIvIST PAT m ACTIVITY 

LLLTLR RODBEY has been a member of the CP sinco 
the early 1930* s. R® registered under the Communist banner 
in the 1936 elections, in the 5/1/37 issue of the "Daily 
Worker," his photograph appeared as a member of the staff 
of the "Daily Worker." The subject was reappointed to his 
position as Sports Editor of the "Daily Worker" after his 
discharge from military service. & 

Re was a member of the Veteran Committee for the’ 
election of ROBERT THOMPCOII and BEK J AS f IK J. DAVIS, Jr., CP 
candidates, in 1946. In 1940 RODE 2.1’ was reported a member 
of Branch 1, Section 3> of the KI County CP. In Kav 194O, 
he was amember of the Stuvvesent Section of the !71 Countv 
GP. -g 


As a writer for the "Daily Worker," R0DIk7£ not 
only reflected the C? line in his sports column but he also 
has written numerous articles of a political nature under 
his byline. In March 1947# he was one of the members of the 
"Daily Worker" staff who sent a telegram to the Secretary of 
Labor in Washington, P. C., which read, "We members of the 
•Daily iiorker’ staff are Communists end war veterans. We 
append our serial numbers and war records. We would like to 
know if you would deny us our rights as American citizens. 
Please wire collect." ]i 
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Letter to director, PBi 
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(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 

(U) 


resides Ms frequent articles in the t,n cily Dorker," 
TlO^T-Y has been a frequent speaker at C‘* meetings and has 
received considerable publicity as such in the „aily V.'orker.” I 


10 n&s.'jt was one of the persons who protestor! to 
Federal Judge TVDOLD R. KvhllTA concerning the trial of the 
C? leaders in 1943. 


Donih.x is a member of the IAO and is registered as 
a member of the ALP. JSkT 

The ”~'aijLy horker” on 4/7/50 reported that P0b?Tr* 
was one of four members of th e “Bally ,orkcr»“hat£ff who . 


together with RlHr-«£>FMAK and| 
would put on a basketball contest .for the ''^aiiy^.'orkor 11 on 
■sy 1. )/ 


the night of r 


XX - 


The "Daily Worker” ran an extensive fund-raising 
campaign to send LL5TLB RODRLY to the 1952 Olympic games at 
Helsinki . However, the btate Department refused to grant 
PQD1&Y a passport which caused the ” Daily V.'orkor" to run an 
additional propaganda campaign on ROBTO’C behalf. U 


in October 1952# | 

RODKTY as one of the section heads 
office. f , i 

1 >_* 


characterized LTSTeR 
,n the "Daily korker" 


During 1953* inf 02 m ants have reported tha t I I 
has bqeh ~ in fr equent contact with LECTAR and \_ 


la in contac t wIW 
6/11/53 that 


has been reported to be a person who 
ie C? underground . it was reported on 


with LAST'D andl 

to Washington. 


1 


arranged to have her child stay 

I over the weekend while she went 


The name of LEST3R HOBDAY is included in the 
Security Index. ^ 

RODTTvT has been selected as a person to approach 
in view of bis close association with uersons known to be 
important in the C? and in the CP underground and in view of 
his long tenure as Sports Lditor of the “Pally Ivorkor.’W 


b 
b 
b7C 
b7D 


K> 
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Office M.ePmfandum • united sWtes governmen 


: MR BELMONT 


dates October 2 
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from » MR. F. J. BAUMG. 




COMMUNIST PARTI, USA; 


(BufileR 100-3-99) 1 — x 

LESTER nODSTEIN 

SECURITY MATTER - C (Bufile 100-46858) 


INTERNAL SECURITY - >T 

^ (U) 


I Rodstein 

has been employed by the publishers of the "Daily Worker" since 193 & and allegedl y 
he has been a member of the communist party since the early 1930 's. I I 



| | we have previously developed] , a reporter for 

the "Daily Worker," who recently came under suspicion by the communist party due to 
his uncontrolled use of intoxicants. Since the Communist party has been 
anticipating contacts by the FBI, we recently had ~| report to his 

Communist Party superiors an approach by the Bureau which he, as a good comrade, 
brushed off. We have contacted many other individuals in connection with the 
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SAC, New York (100-13393 jC 

/•j ^ 5. '--jf w> - " s \ 

Director, FBI (100-3-99) ( 100-46850) 


K 


(U) 


OCTOBER 2 , 



COHUUNIS ? PARTY, USA 


INTERNA! SECURITY -)X 

LESTER RODSTEIN 
SECURITY MATTER 


• (U) 
(U) 


Reurlet dated September 34, j 1953, 
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Office Memorandum 

: DIP BOX)?, FBI (100-^.6858) 
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SUBJECT: 




SAC, NSW YORK (100-13292 

<s> 

LESTER ROPSTSIN, wa: 
Lester Rodney 
SM - C 


UNITED STAGES GOVERN! 

, . - As/ PCT 3 

>* 







SfcNT 


(U) 



Re SAC let #55-12, I(/l2/55. t/ 

Succinct Resume of Case r ' 

NY symbol informants mentioned herein 
have furnished • reliable information in the past unless 
otherwise indicated. \^‘ 

"Daily Worker", issue of 5/1/ 37 , page 8, 
contains subject's photograph and described- him as a 
member of the "Daily Worker" staff. He is listed as 
LESTER RODNEY. U ' 

P- , — 

' | |made available a telegram dated 

12/7/ijh, sent to HENRY ARMSTRONG, contents are as 
follows, "Please phone me any time this afternoon to 
• .make arrangements for taking you to American Youth for 
(Democracy affair tomorrow night at which you are 
(appearing. " . 

"/S/ LESTER RODNEY" ' J 



ci 5 r. ^ Mf 

^ <" 1 ' I*'] 

•S ^ Q | 


K 


[ 


]made available on 3/ll|-A7) the 



contents of a telegram sent to Secretary of LaTSor 
S CH WELL EN BACH by various members of the "Daily Worker" 
staff, including. LESTER RODNEY, who described themselves 
as Communists and were veterans . 

"New York Post", issue dated 6/10/ 14.7 , 
reflects, a letter to the editor signed LESTER RODNEY. 
which states in part, "Yes I am a Communist and a 
veteran". p- 

I 1 made available on S/lp/L^ , the 

June program of Village Forum, conducted by Lower West 
Side CP, listing LESTER RODNEY as one of the speakers .9^ 

lmade ’avail'abie'hn "6/8/I48, a 

J , • ' - ’ - -- * ’ < or 

t 


b2 

b6 

h7C 

b7D 


throwaway announcing a bazaar to be, held, .on June 13 at 
LESTER RODNEY'S house under auspices of ‘Branch 2 


Stuyves 


. 68 NOV 7 m 


mhd 



ion of the CP. 


jC0fi0EB-6f 


me -i<° H ,, v«F j 


4 - 






r ft 


(U) 


(U) 

(U) 

(U)' 
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"Daily Worker", issue of ll/l/i+B., page 16, 
column 4', carried an article by LISTER RODNEY in which 
he stated, "as a Communist 

"New York Times", issue of 7/1 8/52, 
carried an article stating LISTER RODNEY, sports editor 
of the "Daily Worker", was denied a passport to cover 
the Olympic Games at Helsinki, Finland, in 1952 on the 
grounds that subject admitted being a Communist in the 
■ "Daily Worker"’, H/l/48. 

"Daily Worker", issue of 3/l9/53> carried 
a feature article written by LESTER RODNEY pertaining to 
the three plane incidents wherein two US planes were 
shot down by Russian planes and a British plane shot 
down in East Germany. The article pointed out that the 
actions on the part of the Soviet Union were justified 
in that the American planes had clearly violated Soviet 
territory. IA 


[ 


] 


advised on &/l/£3*» that[ 

E . le 

with LESTER 

3sr 


was authorized to convey messages fo p leaders of 
the CP underground i n the Harlem area NYC 
a d vised 
and | ~ 


| | advised on 3/22/54, that LESTER 

RODNEY was in attendance at a LYL Club meeting held on 

3/15/5 if. ^ 


, advised on 5/24/54> LESTER w 

RODNEY was a speaker at a LYL meeting held on 5/l4/54« yx 

1 advised on 8/6 /54. I I 


held a conversation x^iithf 

X 


personal activities 


] concerning 


b7D 



b2 

be 

b7C 

b7D 


2 





ZJf. 

. i • 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 
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] advised on 12/16/514-, that LESTER 


RODNEY was a speaker at a meeting of the Maryland 
Labor Youth League on 12/1 2/54 

I | advised on 2/8/55, that LESTER 

RODNEY was a speaker at a closed city-wide CP p eace 
conference held on 2/5/55 in Phil a. Jgs """ 

| who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, advised on 2/7/55, 
LESTER RODNEY, sports editor of the "Daily Worker", was 
the principal speaker at an affair sponsored by Freedom 
of the Press Association on 2/5/55- 3* 


advised on 9/18/54* PETTIS 
PERRY had conferred w.itn LESTER RODNEY on 9/21,25/54- 
(PERRY is' one of the alternate members' of the National 
Committee of the CP who was. convicted for violation of 
the Smith Act in USDC, SONY, on 1/21/53) 

1 


US 


Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, made available to 
Bureau agent s a Christmas card postma rked 12 /2R/9ii. 
addressed to 


and signed 


RODNEY,. Informant also made available a Chr 


•is 


and LESTER 
stmas card 


postma rked 12/23/54* addressed to GUS HALL, signed by 
I l and LESTER RODNEY, 

I made available on 8/3/55i 

photographs of material in possession of I l 


Included in this material were some fil es belonging 
to ALBERT E. BLUMBERG and maintain ed bv I 
to her imprisonment. 


] prior 


Smith Act subject who, according to[ 


is an Indicted Cleveland 


is 


currently National Trade Union Director, CP, USA^g^ 

This material contained envelopes each 
identified with the initials of a person. All envelopes 
pertained to employees of the "Daily Worker".' 


Pertinent portions of this material con- 
cerning L.R., believed to be LESTER RODNEY, are set out 
as follows: 



b2 

b6 

hlC 

b7D 






7 > 
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III. 


1. "When and under x^hat circumstances 
did you join the Party?" 

(A) "In 1935 » had begun to contribute 
articles to the Worker, was actually brought cl oser by 
the paper , recruited by a comrade on the paper .1 1 

at that time I was in a Brooklyn community at the 
time. I actually joined, and started functioning there." 

‘ c . ; ; 

4* "Who recruited you? Is that person 
in the Party now?" 


(A) "Answered above. 

He . was in Party a year ago when last I knew . " 

7. "Have you ever been a full time Party 
functionary? Explain." 

(A) "No. Except in the sense that membership 
on the staff is." 


10. "Did you ever drop out of the Party?" 
(A) "No." 

1. "What Party Club do you belong to?....' 

(A) "A club knoxm as the Press Club in 
South Inwood .... " ■ . 

3. "Do you attend branch meetings?' 

(A) "Yes" 


b2 

be 

b7C 


% 


, | advised, that on 3/1 6/55, one 

LES (believed to be LESTER RODNEY) contacted!. 


at CP headquarters and discussed a time for them to get 
together for a talk- 


] 



(U) 
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.advised on 8/5/55, LESTER 

RODNEY was working on the Sunday. "Worker" . 


Recommendation 


Retain on SI. 






Subject has been associated with the 
fl Daily Worker ;# since .1935 in the capacity of sports 
editor and occasional feature writer. |jj 


(U) 


(U) 


!b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Subject has admitted in his column on 
ll/l/[|-8, that he was. a Communist. He. wrote a letter 
to the "New York Post" dated 6/l0/b7> which stated in 
part, "Yes I am a Communist and a veteran". Subject was 
a speaker at a Village Forum conducted by Lower West 
Side CP> this information was made available bv l I 

on 6/J+/J4.8 . 

(U) ; ; . 

Subject was refused a passport by. the 
State Department to attend the Olympic Games held at ' 
Helsinki, Finland, in 193t, on grounds he had allegedly 
admitted he was a Communist in his column in Nov., 194-8 


(U) 


questionable 

I 1 - 


and 


answers 


made available on 1/3/ 99, a 
found in possession of | 

This questionable is believed to be directed to 
employees of the "Daily Worker" and the one marked with 
initials L.R. is believed to relate to subject. In. this 
material, subject stated he had been in the Party since 
1935 and had never dropped out of the Party and that at 
that time, he was a member of the Press Club in South 
Inivood: Dates are not available, however, at outset of 

questions, the answer to question 1. "How old are you, 
nationality, where were you born?", the answers appear 
as folloxjs: "Forty-two this April. Born in New York. 

My parents Jewish bo.th born in U.S. " X 

Subject indicated on his Marriage License, 
as reflected in records in the Marriage Record room in 
the Hall of Records, Brooklyn, that he was born in 1 
Brooklyn, NY» on I 4 /I 7 /H. Father and mother born in US. 
Assuming subject was person who answered questionable , 






Letter to DIRECTOR ' ’ . ‘ 

NY 100-13292- 

from the admissions that he would be forty-two next J 
April, and .his date of birth was I 4 ./ 17 /II, this would / 
make this information current prior to Apr?- in 1953 '* n.! 

i£)etcom Tabbing ^ 


1. Presently tabbed. 

2. Not tabbed under new criteria no SI 

cards received from Bureau bearing • "Detcora" stamp in- 
large red letters. . • 

3. Not recommended for Detcom tabbing 
.inasmuch as subject's activities do hot come within 
\criteria set forth in SAC let #55-12 (A) , 2/10/55- 
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Office M.efMk 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE, 

E 12-15-2010 


UNITED ST. 


JtStES GOVERNMENT* 


FB-122 

Xt53) 



SUBJECT: 


Director, EBI ClOO-4685^/^ om, 11/8/84 

•SAC, New York (IOO-I3292) 

LTSS'CER RODS-TEIN, wa 
SM-C 





-/ f 


(U) 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 

above-captioned individual. 

* 

-1£- Th« Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


m V~T fT " 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY- 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST 
LEAGUE . 


\ MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) World War II V^eran 


* 



TAB FOR DETCO M X TAB FOR C0MSAB_ 
DATE OF BIRTH 


RACE 


SEX 


(U) 


PUCE OF BIRTH 




""""Ti 1 ■■■■* y r ‘ 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


mpm 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCE NUMBER 


. •/ 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 

i'l 


RESPONSIBILITY , . . . 


84w»$ 



r^r 

v 







DE 

FB 

DA 


SIFICATIOH A Tj T nORITY DERIVED FROM: 
TOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
6 - 03-2010 


i 


- Jackson 


SAC, New York (100-13292) g 


Director, RBI (100-46858) 



$0 


LESTER ROBSTEIN 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


December 7, 1955 



PA 

EH 

fa V-. M 


"The Washington Post and Times Herald 
for November 30, 1955, contained an article 
reflecting that the captioned subject listed 
under the name of Lester Rodney, Sports Editor 
of the ’’Daily Worker," would receive a passport 
to cover the Winter Olympic Games in Italy • 

This article reflected that the State Department 
would issue the subject a passport good only 
for two months Instead of the customary two 
years, its expiration date being March 1, 1956. lj 

A review of Bureau file in this matter 
reflects that the last report from your office 
concerning th e sub .lee t was the report of 
Special Agent ! H dated April 3, 1950. 

In order that this case may be brought up to date, 
it is requested that you immediately submit a 
summary report reflecting the results of your 
investigation of this subject. This report should 
reach the Bureau within thirty days from receipt 
of Bulet. 

NOTE ON YELI-fW: 

Subject in SI. Prior reports regarding the 
subject have been previously disseminated to the 
State Department . • Subject attempted to secure a 
passport for the Olympic Games held at Helsinki, 
Finland, in 1952, but was refused a passport by the 
State Department at that time. 


JAJ:baw-'i 

(4) V 


bo 

b7C 


Tolson 

Boardman . 
Nichols — 
Belmont — 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Sizoo 

srfe 

Holloma W— 



DEC t£j?55 



► 


4 0-19 


I [Worker’s Sports Editor 
JTo Get Passport to Italy „ 

I N- Y - Herald Tribune News Service > ^ 

I W Ker wlU g et a passport to ports are good for travel anv- 
cover the Winter Olympic w ^ ere in the world provided 
Games in Italy,, but it will be proper visas are obtained when 
sharply restricted. ne “® ss ^ y - J 

The editor, Lester PnrinAv « T^ e p. e P3rtment would make 

John "Foster 
3 f les demanding such a pass- 

1 2°^’ J' 111 advised, within the ' , 

"fft few days that he will be . ' y 

Sisr ' 3 -' 0 “*■ “ . 


l«nrwm . "cixuunent wm 
issue him a passport good only , s 
for about two months, instead ty. X^ 
mitwL customary two years 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Boardman _ 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Sizoo 

Mr. Winterrowd . 

Tele. Room 

Mr, Holloman _ 
Miss Gandy 


UM 






V v iuvuuis, instead 

wHhfL ^ u ? t ? 1 mar y two years 
^ith the privilege of a two-year 

r JL} e March 1, 1956. The 
s ^ ar t *n January. 
^ A i s 5 ,N . his Passport will &ad 
tha^it is valid only for travpi 
froikthe United sffiofflS 
and return, only with such 
^ansportation stopovers on a 


ry 


% ° 




M-l. t r ’ fM ( C: ?. \ \ 3 


J/tfr 


/s f 


si* if 

. !/(■(' 

ENCLOSURE 


Wash. Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 
Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald Tribune 
N. Y. Mirror 


f (_ -•frts -s s 

?Cu<Q£L~ 
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standard form no. « DAT E 1 Zflllll Z010 


FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


OM : 


Director, FBI (IOO-I 4 . 6858 ) 
SAG, New York (100-13292) 


DATE: 10/3/55 


subject: LESTER RODSTEIN, wa. 

SM-C 




It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 

above-captioned individual. 

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


.ALIASES 


AND FIELD CmCTS 


SLIF(E) 0 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


.SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCOMPelete TAB FOR COtBAB Delete RACE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS r 


REGISTERED MAIL^tt* 

nT n , /Nm — riO 1 

0 


RESPONSIBILITY 


/»* - ¥& 
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FBI i AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION- GUIDE “j 


H 


DATE 10-Z7-Z010 


Office M.em L _ — lum • UNITED Si ^ (GOVERNMENT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-46®i>8 ) DATE: 12/30/55 

SAG, HEW YORK (100-13292) 

LESTER^ODSTEIN, wa 
Sid-C 


1 


Rebulet 12/7/55. U 


advised 

that subject told him he wa 
cover the winter Olympics* 


SA| |on 12/23/55, 

s^going to Baris on 1/9/56, to 


b2 

b 6 * 

b7C 

b7D 


Summary report re subject has been prepared for 
dictation by UYO, but a.waiting documentations and necessary 
information for report frora auxiliary offices, who have been 
advised of the expediency of this report* l» 



if, 4 



2 - Bureau (100-46858) (M) . - r rr>OlJ 

1 - i'IY 100-13292 


E JC :ABC 

(3). 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
31 iUTClk^TIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
03-2010 


C\ 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


to 



M 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1+6858) 
SAG, NEW YORK (100-13292) 

D 

LESTER RODSTEIN, wa 

SM-C 

(00:NY) 


DATE: 1/6/56 


5537 


Summary report re subject dictated and will be 
transmitted to the Bureau when transcribed, j^| 


2\- Bureau (100-46858) (RM) 
1 \ New York (100-13292) 


i 


1 

1 

/ * 


/ oo - If 

RECORDED - 79 m 9 1956 j 
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E INVESTIGATION 


FD-202 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FE! AUTOHAT I C D E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DATE 06-03-Z010 / 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



REPORT MADE AT 


NjSW YORK 




„ C) 

jSTLiy Jh 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


xOLSTiblN, wa: Lester Rodney 


SECURITY KaTTiiiR - 


ft 


; r"» Uf Ju 
O U\ 

1 *•» u« t*uj\ 


SUMMARY REPORT 

SUMMARY 

Subject hern I+/17/11, NY, FY; served US Army $ 
7/l/l|-2 to l/3/L).6; employed by Freedom of ,the g w g 
Press, publishers of "Daily v/orker,-" since 19 36|? S 
currently resides 30 Fairview Avenue, NY, NY, jjr,: 
Admitted CP membership in writings; reliable • 

informant stated subject CP member; activities,^ ^ 
speeches, and writings in behalf of CP and £*£.[• 
contacts with CP leaders set out. Reported &"/'/ 

leaving 1/9/56 for D urooe to cove r '//inter S? i. i; £ 

Olympics. Subject's , reported CP 

member. Subject refused to talk to FBI agents. 
Physical description set out. jew' 


cove r ‘//inter £ 
, reported CP 
talk to FBI agents. 


to i*. <■ 

I f;f: 



s s s to q 




DETAILS 


- C - 


V '7 

BACKGROUND OF SUBJECT 


At New York, New York 


A, Birth Data 



Q&rth records of the Borough of Manhattan, 
Lnec .^by. the Department of Health, New York, t| 

AGENCY 

>k REQ- P >E^ ; TTCr 

(U) 



r- f 5 w j£^_ 13292) 

i - 100-50261) 

sr» 



t COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

-Bureau. (100-4685 


PROPERTY OF; 

/ 

/AV.VtD ‘ 


y tke FBI and are not to be distributed outside o£ 


agency to which loaned. 
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■^*4 


New York, reflected that LISTER RODSTEIR was born at Hew 
York City, New York, on April 17, 1911 ♦ His father was 



The records of the Registrar's Office, Rew York 
University (RYU), Washington Square, Rew York, Rew York, 
show that the subject registered at RYU in September 1930 
as LESTER RODSTEIR, 2444 83rd Street, Brooklyn, Rew York, 
and attended iiKgularly until June of 1932 when he had 
earned four credits in the study of journalism. He listed 
his high school as Rew Utrecht in Brooklyn, Rew York. ^ 

C, Marital Status 



r* f 


The records of the Marriage License Record 
Room, Hall of Records, Brooklyn, Rew York, show that 
LeSTER RODREY and BESSIE C. SJeRMAR obtained marriage 
certificate 1866, issued September 13, 1937. RODREY 
listed his address as 590 Second Street, Brooklyn, Rew 
York, that he was born April 17, 1911, his father's name 
was MAX and his mother's name was BELLE COTTON, both born 
in the United States « y 

i 

' SHERMAN'S address was given as 1802 Ocean 
Parkway, Brooklyn, Hew York. She was born July 10, 1918, 
in the Bronx, Rew York.y 

The records showed that RODNEY and SHERMAN were 
married by Reverend ABRAHAM LEIBOWITZ, 1800 Ocean 
Parkway, Brooklyn, Rew York, on September 16, 1937* 4 


The records of the 
Building, New York, New Ystaak, 


4 


. number 12078 


License Bureau, Municipal 
show that marr iage cert ificate 


was 

who 


isstte'd to L.- 1 STER RODNiiiY and [ 


] 


wore married in Rew York on April 21, 


1946 , q 






be 

b7C 


1 
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RODNEY gave his address as 112 J^ast 16th Street, 
New York, New fork; birth as April 17, 1911, at New York 
City; occupation, journalist; his father as MX and his 
■mother as BnLLE COTTON, both born in the United States 0 /) 

Ho stated it was his second mp.rri£ge, ,his fhgst wife , - 

having died in 1944-t U ’ / '- V ' ■ ' / l - -< / 

L I / . 

I filso gave her residence as 

|_ Now York:,.- New— Y-orlr, date of bir th 
a ^ ~n at _Nejj_ York, New York ; occupation ,/ 

executive ; father, M ORRTS f^ telN STiiilN. who was born jy>. 
R uss .la.,— and her mother as SpyilX^sGOLDSTBIE, born japW-e V - 
R uman ia. She stated that this was also her secona 1 1 
marriage, her first husband, RAYMOND FrtlnDLANUbR, having 
died in 1944 . \\ /, •' i 

T-l, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in 1950, that as of that date she 

sub iect advi sed ho was married on April 21, 1 94-6, to 
I I and that he had two children. ! I born 

D. Military Service Record 

At St, Louis, Missouri 

The records of the Defense Military .Personnel 
records Center, n 3 i-eviewed December 29, 195b, by SE 

indicated that LESTER RODNEY, Army Serial 

jNumoer 32355453 , was inducted into the United States 
Army on June 17 , 194-2, entered on Active duty July 1, 194-2, 
at Fort Jay, New Jersey, He was honorably discharged on 
January 3, 194-6, as a private at the Separation Center, 

Fort Dix, Few Jersey, for reason of "demobilization," 


New York, New York; birth as April 17, 1911, 
City; occupation, journalist; his father as 


marriage, hex’ 
died in 1944. 


the past, 
subject a 


Number 323554537 
Army on June 17, 


RODNEY served in the Enlisted Reserve Corps 
from June 17 , 1942, to June 30, 194-2, no additional 
reserve status was indicated. Ho served two years, seven 
months and three days foreign service in the Asiatic- ^ 



V 


NT 100-13292 


.Pacific Theater of Operations, RODENT participated in the 
battles and campaigns of New Guinea and the Southern 
Philippines. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 

World War II Victory Medal, Distinguished Unit Badge, 
Asiatic-Pacific Service J^edal with one Bronze Service 
Star and the Philippines Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Service Star, ^ 


S character and efficiency were rated 
"superior," There was no record of any 
Absent Without Official Leaves, RODNEY 
non-combat duty only because of poor 


KODNLY ' 
from "unknown" to 
courts martial or 
was qualified for 
vision, \j^ 

This record showed that RODNEY was born 
April 17, 1911, at New York City, New York, height 5'6 3 / 4 " 
weight 150 pounds, race white, hair brown, eyes brown, 
dark complexion, medium build and fair posture. The 
subject was listed as having two years of college, was a 
sports writer and newspaper reporter for five years prior 
to being in the service. In the Military, he was a 
medical technician and male nurse, jA 

t i Llo ! n n 

Iiis homo addresses were 1-5^9— ©e , e , aTrvnrS'ntre^i'n 
1942, 1663 Ocean Parkway from 1943 to 1946, and 1930 Last 
17th Street in 1946, all Brooklyn, New York. His , , 

relatives were given as B ELLA R ODNBY^rSl'TN , mothe r. 1863 Jx L~ 


i , New_ Yo rk 
and 'Mrs . J _ 

New York , <|/ mar i t al 


Oc ean Parkway, Broo_k lyn, New York; 

CTty, wife, (no fullacfiire ss givenfj 
I I Brooklyn, 

status at the time of discharge was given as widower, 
Socia,l Security Number was given as 121-03-8572, ^ 

E. Identification Record 


1 


His 


be 

b7C 


At Washington, D,C, 

The records of the Identification Division of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Washington* D.C., 


<{ 


4 - 




Ff 100-13292 




showed the subject has FBI Number 584 354B> showing 
fingerprint class: 

15 M 9 U 100 22 

M I T 00 

as submitted June 17, 191+2, at Fort Jay, New fork. {/| 
F, Employment ' 


(U) 


At New York, New. York 


The records of T-l show that as of March l+, 
1950, the subject stated that he was employed by Freedom 
of the Press, 35 hast 12th Street, New fork, New fork, 
since 1936 as a journalist for the "Daily Worker, 

The "Daily Worker" is an east coast 
Communist daily newspaper, 


^pretext iolcphdhe call to' the subject' a I l ~on.~.Tarlnai-v 
3i-,a-1956 i-fey ealed that th« ■sutj'awt a a .of that date was Still employed' by 
tha "'Baily Wo'rkar"'. 1 ' 

G. Residences 


The records of the Registrar, NfU, Washington 
Square, New fork, show that the subject, as of September, 
1930, resided at 21+44 83 rd Street, Brooklyn, New fork, |/J 

The records of the Mariage License Record Room, 
Brooklyn, New fork, show that as of September, 1937, the 
subject resided at 590 Second Street, Brooklyn, New fork. L ( 

The records of the Credit Bureau of 
Greater New fork, Seventh Avenue and -33rd. Street, 

New. fork, New fork, in October, 1941 j show as 01 
April, 1938, the subject resided at 48^-11 45th Street, 
Sunnysi.de, New fork, and as of October, 191+0 , 6 l 8 Sixth 
Street, Brooklyn, New fork. \A 
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.. T "2, who has provided reliable information in 

the past, on October 24, 1941 > provided records which 
showed that as of October, 1940, the subject resided at 
61b Sixth Street, Brooklyn, Few York, and followed by 
1669 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, , New York. 


^ in i The s ub j e c t ' s army service record showed that 

in 1942^ the subject listed his address as 1569 Ocean 
1943-1946 1 1663 Ocean Parkway, and in 1946, 
1930 Bast 17th Street, all Brooklyn, New York. J/| 


records of the Marriage License Bureau, 
nunicipal Building, New fork, Now York, show that as of 

RODNEY listed his address as 112 East 16th 
Street, New York, New York. 


H 


T~4, who has provided reliable information in 
advised in July, 1950, that the subject and his 
residing at Apartment 2A, 30 Pairview Avenue, 

New York, '-g/ 

A pretext^belenhone call on January 1, 

I revealed that the be 

Tanuary, 1956, resided at 30 b7c 
New York. G| ' 


the past, 
wife were 
New York, 

19.56, to the subiect4sf 
subject and hisf | as oT 
Pairview Avenue , "New York, 


II . IND T CATI0NS OP SUBJECT'S COMMUNIST 
PARTY ICP) MEMBERSHIP ' 


M . . The records of the Board of Elections, 
Municipal Building, Brooklyn, New York,, showed that on 
ctober 6, 19a6, one LESTeR RODSTEIN, register number 377, 
registered as a Communist voter in the 5th Election 
District of the 12th Assembly District of Kings County, 

New York. His address was given as 529 Second Street, 
Brooklyn, and he described himself as 25 years of age, 
born m the United States, 25 years in the state, 18 years 
m the county, and three years in the election district, 
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It is to be noted tnat the records of the 
Marriage License bureau show that as of September, 1937/ 
the subject listed his address as 390 Second Street, 
Brooklyn, Now York. ^ 

In March, 191+7 , T- 6 , who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that the subject was one 
of the members of the "Daily Worker" staff who, prior to 
March ll+, 191+7 , prepared a telegram to be sent to the 
then Secretary of Labor Mr. SCHWELL.e,Ni3ACH in Washington, 
D.C., which read: j£C 

(U) "We members of the 'Daily Worker' staff are 

Communists and war veterans. We apend our serial 
numbers and war records. Wc would like to know 
if you would deny us our rights as American 
citizens, Please wire collect."^ 

The "New Yoric Post" of June 10 , 191+7, in its 
Letters to the Editor" showed the following letter written 
by one LESTER RODNEY: [4 

"Dear Editor: / 

"In the 6/3 oditorial you wrote: i 

"'If we mean to withdraw the privileges 
of citenzhip from all Communists, by all moans, 
let's do so boldly and forthrightly,' 

"The 6/5 New fork Times carries a 
picture of the American military cemetery at 
Nettuno, Italy, where 6,791 of our hero dead 
are buried. This is what I*d like to know: 
would you advocate the * withdrawal' from the 
Nettuno Cemetery of the bodies of American • 
Communists like HANK FORBES , former New York 
Communist leader, who fellfor their country 
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(U) 


(U) 


(U) 



"at Anzio? 
veteran. 


SE< 


Yes, I am a Communist and a 


"LESTER RODNEY" 




T-7 , who has provided reliable information in 
the past, in May, 1948, provided a three page 
attendance list giving name, section and. county, which was 
compiled sometime prior to May 25, 1948. The name of 
LESTER RODNEY appeal’s on this list and is in the 
:.Stuyvesant Section in Manhattan County, 

T-7, in June, 1948, provided the June, 1948, 
program of the Village Forum conducted by the Lower West 
Side CF , which listed LlSTeR RODNEY as one of the speakers^S^ 

T-7 provided, in June, 1948, a "throwaway" 
announcing a bazaar to have been held June 13, 1948, from 
12 noon to 9:00 p.m., at the RODNEYS', 112 Last 16th 
Street, first floor, under the auspices of Branch Two, 
Stuyvesant Section of the CP 


ho ausp* 

■X? 


In the November 1, 1948, issue of the "Daily 
Worker," page 16, column 4, LESTER RODNEY, in his column 
entitled "On the Scoreboard," stated, "but in addition to 
being a sports writer, I happen to be a Communist (j| 

In May of 1949, T-7 provided a mimeographed 
invitation to a party to have taken place at LESTER 
RODNEY'S home on June 15, 1949, and the party, on the 
invitation, was described as "The party of the year for the 
Party," 

On November 9, 1949, the New York City Police 
Department made available to Sa AUGUST J. MICEK the 1949 
CP Independent Nominating Petitions of BENJAMIN J. DaVIS 
as candidate for City Councilman, 21st Congressional District 
Manhattan. • , 
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Those petitions showed that LaSTiiK RODNEY of 
112 Bast 16th Street, Now York °ity, solicited those 
nominating petitions in behalf of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS 
during August and September, 194-9* 


BENJAmlN J, DAVIS was convicted on October i)| , 

1949, in United States District Court, 

Southern District of New York, for violation 
of the .Smith Act of 1940. 

In March of 1955 > T-9, who has furnished 
reliable . information in the past, furnished a copy of a 
CP Security Questionnaire which appeared to be executed 

subject and was in tae possession of ALBERT e . BLUMBERG , 
indicted for violation of Smith Act 'of 1940, on October 6, 
1954, 'at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, T-9 also provided 

questionnaire 10113 ' Hhich were ansWfcred in the security 

Jn answer to what was believed to be the 
question, "When and under what circumstances did you join 
the Party?" the subject answered; 




a 


A, 


(U) 


"In 1935, had begun to contribute articles to 
'The Worker,' was actually brought close by 
the paper, recruited by a comrade on the 
paper, DbXTeR at that time, was in a 
Brooklyn community at the time. I actually 
joined, and started functioning there, 

In answer to the question, "Have you ever been 
a full-time Party functionary? Explain." the subject 
answered, "No, except in the sonse that membership on the 
staff is." 

In answer to the question, "Did you ever drop 
out of the r arty? " the subject answered "No,"\^ 
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In answer to the question, "What Party club do 
you bGlong to? Industrial or Community? Where? Give 
Details," the subject answered: 

"a club known as the Press Club in South 
Inwood, though that name is being changed. 
Community, In thu area from Pairview Avenue, 
north of 190 St. on Broadway, up to 193 St, 
roughly. I function as section press 
director." 

To the question, "Do you pay dues regularly? 
How much?" the subject answered, "Yes, ^1 a month, plus 
23V sustaining." 

To the question "Do you attend branch 
meu tings?" the subject answered "Yes," 

To the question, "riave you ever attended any 
.Tarty schools? explain, " the subject answered: 

"I have attended Party schools of several weeks 

duration nights in Brooklyn before the war 

several times, don't rememoer which years, on 
section, county levels. Most recent was few 
years ago seminar for teachers in Manhattan." 

In answer to the question, "How long have you 
been on the paper?" the subject answered "since 1936," 

In answer to the question, "Do you ever teach 
any classes? Whero? What subjects?" the subject answered: 

"Yes, taught in Brooklyn and Manhattan communities . 
Hew Members classes in Platbush, mast Midtown, 
various integrated Marxist classes on section 
level also. Most recent howevex 1 , was two years 
ago, in section classes on Negro Question, 
Manhattan, Inwood Wash. Ht," 


\ 


X 
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In answer 
for the Party or the, 
answered: 




to the 
papt,r? 


question, "Do 
Do you tako pay 


you ever lecture 
*" RODNEY 


(U) 


(U) 


X 


"Yes , Do not take pay. Am invibed by 
specific groups who call mo at the paper 
make an appointment to speak, am usually 
Assigned in the office to speak 


to 


USIU 

x 


T-10, who has providod^rcliable information in 
the past, advised in December, 1955* that LESTER RODNEY 
has been an <_>mployee of the "Daily Worker" since before 
World War II, then was in the service and has been 
continuously so employed as of Lecerabor, 19b5oi^ 
nn eettfakkr 

lUj T-lO^sa: d that LeSTER RODNEY is definitely a 
OP member and is going to Pari s on January 9> 1956, 

to cover the Winter Olympics, 

III. CP AND CP PRO NT ACTIVITIES 


The "Diiiy Worker" of May 1, 1937, 
provided the subject's photograph, describing 
member of the staff of the "Daily Worker," (y| 


/a 

page 

him as a 


The records of the Board of Elections, Municipal 
Building, Brooklyn, New York, reflected that in October, 
1940, LeSTER RODNEY registered American Labor rarty (ALP) 
in the voters' registry number 630, in the 7th election 
District of the 12th Assembly District of Kings County, New 
York, Ho stated that his address was 6l8 S^xth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York and that he was born in the United 
States and was 29 years old, 

(U) T-ll, who hu;.- furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on September 9, 1951+; that 
from the time of its inception in 1936, there 
existed within the aLP a struggle for power among V 


A 
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three groups. These wore the CP, the Socialist 
Party, and the Social Democrats. By the early 
194-0 * s , the Cp emerged as the controlling force 
within the ALP in the major industrial areas in 
Ne-w fork State, Generally these were the areas 
around Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, Rochester, 
Schenectady, Syracuse,. Troy, the Hudson River 
Valley, Columbia, Dutchess, Nassau, and 
Westchester Counties, and New fork City, with 
the exception of Brooklyn. In 1942, the CP was 
able to capture the ALP in Brooklyn. T-ll knew 
thi s situation to continue up until at least 1949. 
The ALP never developed into an -organization of 
any real consequence in the nonindustrial areas 
of New York State, 

T-12, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on May 9, 195£ , that the CP 
today, as in the past, through its members in 
key positions in the ALP, constitutes the force 
that controls it.Ng^ 

At Pittsburgh, Pennsyvlania 


ANjJRLW T. PARK, former District Attorney of 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, now deceased, advised 
sometime prior to June 12, 194'!, that LLSM RODNjST, 

1569 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, New fork, sometime prior to 
June 12, 194l , was listed as om of the many parsons who 
protested by letter or telegram the fact that 29 Communists 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, had to place compliance bonds 
to the Superior Court, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, following 
their arrest for circulating Communist petitions, ^ 

At New fork. New York 


The "Daily Worker" of June 22, 1942, showed 
that the subject had been inducted into the United States 
Army . U 



j 
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T-6 advised in January, 191). 7, ' that LaSTaR 
RdDNEY was to speak at an affair of the American Youth 
Democracy (AYD) around January, 1947 . 



f 


Thu AYD has been designated by the Attorney 
Ounoral of the Uni ted States pursuant to 
executive Order 10450. U 


‘The Daily Worker" of May 18, 1947* page 9, 
columns 1,2 and 3 > showed an article written by La S TER 
RODNEY entitled "A Vet's Encampment That Was Different," 
in which RODNaY states: ^ 

"There have been many conventions 
held in our nation's capital, Put it's doubtful 
if any convention of 400 Americans ever hit 
Washington with quite the impact of the two 
days Communist Veterans Encampment. (Held Hay 
8 and 9, 1947) ^ 


"Hero was something decidedly new, 
something different. Here was a delegation of 
front-lino veterans of our great war for 
national existence come to work out and present 
a program for tne neglected needs of our 
millions of veterans and for the democratic 
welfare of the whole land. \jy 

"They (the CP veterans) asked 
respectfully but firm in their rights as 
veterans for American democracy for an end to 
the witchhunts, the drives against the civil 
liberties ol the Communists and other progressives, 
the drive against the rights of -the working 
people of America and the infamous Truman 
Doctrine 1/1 


minded, 


"This was the tamper of these tough- 
militant young Americans from overy part|^ 
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"of our country - white and Negro, worker, 
farmer, well and disabled - Americans and 
Communists - patriots, fighters, ^ 

"Washington saw the face of the 
Communist Party, with names, ranks and serial 
numbers. And with it the face of the American 
people from where the Party springs, 


(U) 


"The First National Encampment of the 
Communist Veterans will not soon be forgotten," IA 


T-6 advised in February, 194-8, that there was 
a party at the home of LESTeR RODNEY of the "Daily Worker" 
staff, on January 21, 194-8, and tho guests prepared a 
telegram to be sent to a New York City councilraanf^^ 

(U) "We are voting residents of Manhattan not 
Brooklyn, but wc are concerned with good 
government anywhere in our city. Urge you 
immediately end shameful runaround of S.W, 

GERSON, legal successor to the late Councilman 
CACCHIONe, was elected by 75,000 Brooklynites 
now disenfranchised. 11 Sj/ 

The telegram was signed by LeSTeK RODNEY of 112 
East 16th Street, among others, 

PeTeR CACCHIONe was the CP electee for city 
councilman in Brooklyn, New York, who died 
November 6, 191+7 « j/f 

(U) SIMON GERSON, according to T-17, who has 

furnished reliable information in the past, in 
March of 1955, was in charge of the New York 
State CP. Vv' 

The records of the Board of Elections, for New 
York County, showed that in 194-7 and 194-8 the subject 
registered from 112 East 16th Street, New York City, as a 
member of the ALP, ^ 
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(U) 


(U) 


, V'(U) 

M'4 



T-7 provided, in January, 1949, a list of 
speakers from the "Daily Worker" compiled prioi* to 
January 26, 1949. LESTER RODNEY was lasted among these 
speakers. 

T-7, in February, 1949, provided a list of 
employees of the Freedom of the Press Company, publishers 
of the "Daily Worker," whereon the name of LESTER RODNEY, 

112 ..ast 16th Street, appeared. % 

T-7, in March of 1949, provided a pay 
envelope from Freedom of the Press Company, publishers of 
the "Daily Worker," for LESTER RODNEY, which was made 
sometime prior to March 18, 1949* 

Federal Judge HAROLD R. MEDINA, United States 
District Court, Southern District of New York, provided, 
sometime prior to September, 1949, information that LESTER 
RODNEY, 112 East 16th Street, was one of the persons who 
protested to Judge MEDINA concerning the trial of the CP 
leaders in New York City in 1948* This protest was signed 
prior to September 20, 1948, and on May 9, 1949, the 
subject protested as discriminatory the method of hand 
picking juries and the indictment of the 12 CP leaders and 
stated that such proceedings were unconstitutional and 
un-American, |yj 

T-lLj., who has provided reliable information in 
the past, in 4w^._of _195l, provided a list of names showing 
that LISTER RODNEY, born 1911, appeared on an International 
Workers Order (TWO) general office membership list for 
Lodge 3j>25, New York, New York. The subject stated entry was 
given as May, 1949, and his certificate number as 4H268.^g^ 


The IWO has been designated by the Attorney 
_ General of the United States pursuant to 
’Executive Order 104b0. 



NY 100-13292 


01- 


11 The Worker" (Sunday edition of the "Daily 
Worker") of <J’uly 13, 1952, Section 1, page 3, columns 4 
and 5, and page 6, column 3, contained an article, "State 
Department Bars 'Worker' Writer Prom Olympics," which 
pertained to RODNEY'S not receiving a passport. (y| 

The "Daily Worker" of February 5, 1953 > page 7, 
column 3, contained LESTkK RODNEY'S column "On the 
Scoreboard" wherein RODNEY comments on the sentence of 
GeORGE BLAKE CHaRNEY, convicted Smith act subject, in 
United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
on January 21, 1953 s \fy 

"after the soaring dignity and stature of these 
great Americans (those CP leaders convicted of 
the Smith Act) and the things they believe in 
and had said, MILES LaME (United States Attorney, 
Southern District of New York) arose and groaned 
'They have shown no remorse, no sorrow for their 

misdeeds' What GURLEY FLYNN, BETTIS 

PERRY and the others had said the day before, 
what GEORGE BLxiKE CHaRNEY had said was not on 
the radio or over TV* Oh, no. Only some 200 
people heard it. But through the land the 
people who now 'also hate the Korean War' are 
stirring, anxious and wondering. The truth can 
move like lightning in days like these, We 
must see that the people get the truth. .... the 
truth in our paper, the people's paper," 

PETTIS PERRY and ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN were 
convictod under the Smith act of 1940, United 
States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, January 21, 1953 » l/j 

T-7, in June of 1953, provided a copy of a 
letter, dated August 10, 1951, written by the subject, 
which the subject addressed to the editor of the"New York 
Times," wherein he stated: 
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(U) 


11 


It has been interestingly demonstrated that the 
private ownership of the press by wealthy 
interests with no responsibility to the people 
does not really guarantee a 'free press, 5 but 
in practice can guarantee quite the opposite. 
Can the disturbing truth behind this censorship 



16a - 


(U) 

he 

hlC 

(U) 

(U) 

(U) 
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"of the Soviet reply be found in the fact that 
our war-bent administration, admittedly afraid 
of a ‘peace scare , 1 does not dare let our 
people receive tho Soviet message since it 
would go a long way toward puncturing the great 
hoax of our day, that our country is threatened 
by ''Soviet aggression 1 ?" 

T-l5, who has furnished reliable information in 
the pas t, advised in February, 1954.- that LESTER RODNEY 
and his 


3 attended a jamboree held on the 


evening of February 19# 1954* a t Hunts Point Palace, 

Bronx, New York, in conjunction with the national 
convention of the Labor Youth League (LYL) 

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

T-l 6 , who has furnished reliable information 
5n the past, in May, 1954* identified LISTER RODNEY as 
having been at the 1952 May Day Parade, described as "an 
annual mobilization ••■of --Communist strength '- 1 by the . .. 
Special Committee cn Un-American Activities, Report, 

March 29,. 1944, page 179. 

« 

T-l4 in Juno of 1954 provided a membership list 
of the IWO which showed LESTeR RODNEY, 30 Fainview avenue, 
Now York 33, New York, was a member of Lodge 525 J, 
certificate 4H268, date joined May, 1949. 

T-17 in June of 1955 advised that he received 
information that LeSTeR RODNEY was leaving the "Daily 
Worker" sports desk- but would stay in another 
capacity. 

The "Daily Worker" of December 2, 1955# page 7, 
column 4 , contained LESTER RODNEY'S column "On the 
Scoreboard" wherein he stated: 
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"It is solid to win for our paper the right to 
cover the Olympic 0 ames, a right denied us by 
the State Department three years ago. freedom 
of the press is far from a dead letter in our 
country in spite of all these years of cold war 
persecution by those who would like to silence* 

us It is very exciting to look forward to 

going to Italy for the 'Daily Worker," ^ 

IV. CONTACT WITH TEL. Or LEADERSHIP 


T-l8, who has • furnished reliable information in 
the past, provided in December, 1951, information that the 
subject sent Christmas greetings to JOHN WILLIAMSON in 
December of 1951 ♦ >0/ 

JOHN WILLIAMSON was convicted of the Smith Act 
in United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, October lip. 1949. tf 

T-19, who has provided reliable information in 
the past, advised in June, 1953 > that LESTER RODNeY advised 
that he had obtained World Series tickets for PETTIS 
PERRY. 

PETTIS rERRY was convicted for violation of 
the Smith Act in United States District Court, 
Southern Di.strict of New Xork, on January 21, 

W3. U; 

V ' 

,. '^hoJias provided reliable information in 
‘ ioV LESTeR RODNEY and hi s I 1 


T-20 

the past, advis 


were in contact in 1953 and 1954 withC 


have 


and on Ja nuary 10, 1954/ RODNEY 1 S tried to 

I attend a ( party for childrom or the 




ixeA. v kj | I au uoiiu pti.x u j jl ui unxxuj. 

"Smith Act victims" on January 16, 1954. 

T-21, who has provided reliable information 
in the past, advised on June 1, 1953 5 that 
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1 was the West jSide_Railroad 
Coordin ator of the New Xork. cVunij^G-P-.- S 

T- 22, who ha s '"pVovj d e c^'r e l^b^^m^cTiacc€^on in 
the r/ist . ,^ v3sed on August 13, 1933, that 

was autho.yl.zed to convey messages 


» . m I w vv** V 

for the CP Underground in the N ow Y'orV~ nre,i . y/ 

r 


T-23, who has provided reliab le Infor mation in 
the past, adv ised in March of 1954 that] 


]contacted LnSTER RODNEY 1 S| [regarding 

ID /M^7\TT.^r r n - « / r-' 1 u ^ ■ ■ . 1 v , 0 


dinner at the RODNEY r S home o n Marp4i 57 1954, 


.According to T-23, 1 contrasted — 

— 1 to remind him that “^ne would see hw at the 

RODNEY * S homo on March 5, 1954. (K? /c 5 - ZT 6 A Z//Z/^ A Sd ' J 

T-24, who has provided reliable inform- tlon in 
past, adv ised in November of 1952 thatl I 

✓ i I worked^ in the educational department of the 

f-Vn T\T. . 4- 4 ^ ^ ,-s 1 nn _ _ -i 


be 

b7C 


oRa .ut>A_, an the National CP Office and was usually 
connected with cultural work for - the CP. csrvy. 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


is the I I of JOHN WILLIAMSON, 5f 


T-25, . who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on September 21 and 25, 19b4 that 
^■^tTIS PERRY contacted LESTiiR RODNEY rcxa’Civc to securing 
tickets to the World Series. X 

T "19 advised on September 27, 1954, that PETTIS 
PaRKY on tnis date wantoR LESTER RODNEY to "pick up 
something" for him. 

T ~26, who has provided reliable information in 
-ls provided the following information in February of 


:: K 
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RODNEY and his 


] sent Christmas greetings 


to EUGENE DENNIS in December of 1954.)^ 

EUGENE DENNIS was convicted October 1 4, 1949, 
United States District Court, Southern District 
of New York, for violation of the Smith Act, 

RODNEY and his I I sent Christmas greetings 
to JOHN GATES in December of 1954 * 

JOHN GATES was^convic ted October 14, 1949, 

United States District Court, Southern District 
of New York, for violation of the Smith Act, 14 


RODNEY and his | | nent Christmas greetings 
in December, 1954 , to ROBERT THOMPSON, who was convicted 
October 14, 1949, United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, for violation of the Smith Act of 1940^ 

T-27, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, provided information in January, 1955, that 
LESTER RODNEY and his l I sent Christmas greetings in 
December, 1954# to BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, who was convicted 
October 14, 1949, United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, for violation of the Smith Act, and 
ROLAND CHRISTOPFEL, who, according to JOHN LAUTNER, in 
April, 1951, attended National Committee CP meetings in 
the late 1930's, LAUTNER is a former CP member for over 
20 years, who at the time of his expulsion was chairman 
of the New York State CP Review Commission. A 

T •■’28, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in December, 1954, and January, 1955, » > 

that the subject and his wife sent Christmas greetings to V0, 

(U) CARL WINTER, x^rho was convicted on October 14, 

1949,. United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, for violation of the 
Smith Act, ^ 


b6 

b7C 



L 
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(U) [ 


] who 


wis convicted for 
harboring ROBERT THOMPSON, with whom ho 
was arrested on August 27, 1953, at Twain 
Harte, Calif ornia,\ 


(U) 


GUS HALL , who 
Act subject 

w -1 1 . 


% 

is also a 
in, Southern 


October “lLj., 1949. 
T-29, who has furn 


convicted Smith 
District cf Neif York, 


d reliable information in 




(U) the past, advised in January, 1955. that RODNEY and h is wife 
sent Christmas greetings in 1954 to | l who 

was convicted on April 1, 1952, United States District 
Court for the State of Maryland, for violati on of the 
Smith Act of 1940. 

(U) 

T-30, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in April, 1935, that LESTER RODNEY was 
in contact wi.th BENJAiYUN DAVIS sometime during April, 1955. 

(U) ^ T-17 adv j sed in of 1953 that o n April 

25, 1955, LESTeR RODNEY contacted I I and desired 

to speak to her at OR Headquarters, 268 Seventh Avenue, 

Now York, Hew York, 


& 


% 

H is currently under indictment for 




violation of the Smith Act of 1940 and was aDorehended 
on November 1, 19511-, in New York, New York Xa 

I 

Y on that date. 


T-19 advised on August 9, 1935, that [ 
tried to contact LESTER RODNn 


(U) T-21 advised on March 30, 1953, that 
on a p^r with GEORGE eLaHE CIKRNEY, 


] 


is 


, New York 

County Organizer, in influence, policy making , 
and administration of New York County CR affairs'^ 

(U) T.iq 19^9 that LESTER 

on August 17, 


T-19 advi se-d in Auaust of 
RODNEY tried to contact 
1955 


y< 


b6 

b7C 


« Oj _ 
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V. SRh^CH^S OP THb SUBJECT 


Tho "Daily Worker" of January 31, 1932, page 
7, column 3 > stated that L'bSTbR ROuNbY of the "Daily 
'.'Corker" staff spoke at a "Freedom association" meeting - - 
in Washington Heights, Now York. \/^ 

(U) T-7 on November 21, 1930, provided a letter 

dated October 28, 1930, with the letterhead 
"Communist Party, USA" reflecting, in part, the 
following : & 

(U) "We have been informed that a new 

publication entitled 'Freedom 1 is to be issued 
early next week by the Freedom Associates. The 
organ, as we are informed will be a popular 
anti-imperialist journal which will interpret 
events in Negro life in the United States as well 
as the national and colonial movement. It is 
our view that such anti-imperialist expression 

deserves the support of all 

progressive anti-fascists, and certainly the 
Communist Party, 


The August 26, 1932, issue of "Magyar Jovo" 
reported LbSTbR RODNbY to be one of the guest speakers at 
a gathering on August 27 , 1932, at the Hungarian House, 
214-1 Southern Boulevard, Bronx, New York, celebrating the 
Amcrioan and Hungarian teams at tho Olympics in Helsinki, 


(U) 


JOHN LaUTNbR advised on October 12, 1930, that 
among the Hungarian Communists in the United 
States, the "Magyar Jovo" was regarded as their 
most important item of endeavor 


egard 


(U) 


At New Haven, Connecticut 

T-31, who has provided reliable information in 
the past, advised in January, 1933* that a "Daily 
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(U) 


Worker" and GP Fund Drive meeting was held at 37 Howe . 
Street, New Haven, Connecticut, on January 17 * 1953 « 

(U) The informant stated that LESTER RODNEY" of the 

"Daily Worker" was the principal speaker and his talk 
related to the history of the "haily Worker," According 
to T-31* money was collected at this meeting and part of 
the sum was to be given to the CP.' 




At New York, New York 


The "Daily Worker" of March IS, 1953> page 3* 
column S> announced that LuSTER RODNEY was to speak on 
March 17, 1955* at a meeting organized by the Kings 
Highway Freedom of the Press Committee, 

The Rational Committee for Freedom of the Press 
has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to executive Order 
10450, 

The "Daily Worker" of March 19> 1953 > page 1? 
column 1, reported LESTnR RODNEY’S speech of tnc proceeding 
Tuesday and stated as follows: l/{ 

"45 Kings Highway? tes heard 'Daily Worker 1 
wr5ter LESTER RODNEY talk on the press 
Tuesday night and made plans to up the tempo 
of their circulation drive The theme 
stressed by RODNaY that despite all the frantic 
Red baiting of the press, radio, TV, magazine, 
movie, comic book, etc. the common sense of the 
people cannot be submerged as witness tho 
stubborn insistence on peace in Korea shown in 
the polls," 


The "Daily Worker" of October 16, 1953 > page 4> 
column 1, reported that LESTeR RODNEY participated in a 
discussion concerning Hollywood movies at the Jefferson 
School of Social Science* U, 
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The Jefferson School of Social Science has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. // 


T-32, who has provided reliable information in 
the past, advised in March of 1934* that LhSThR RODNEY had 
attended a meeting of the 7th Assembly District Labor 
Youth League Club on March 15, 1954s at 70 West 107th 
Street, Apartment 4&, Hew York City. LISTER RODNjsY discussed 
sports in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), 
Negroes in sports and that many people of the United States 
are in sympathy with the left-wing movement. 

The Labor Youth League lias been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to executive Order 10450, fy[ 

T-l5 advised in May of 1954 that LeSTER 
RODNEY attended a forum-social sponsored by. the Club 
Tremont, Bronx Labor Youth League, held on May lip, 1954* 
at 862 Tremont Avenue, Bronx, New York, The informant 
reported that sports were discussed by RODNEY and no 
political discussion was held, 

The ’'Daily Worker" of December 8, 1954* page 7 , 
column 5, stated that LUSTeR RODNEY was to speak at the 
Lea Hotel, 143-4 Eutaw Rlaco, Baltimore, Maryland, under 
the auspices of the Maryland Labor Youth League, the 
Sunday following December 8, 1954. The public was invited,^ 

At Baltimore, Maryl and 


T-33, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised in December of 1954-/ that the subject 
spoke at a meeting of the Labor Youth League at the Lee 
Hotel on. Sunday, December 12, 1954* at which meeting 
RODNEY discussed sports, discrimination in sports, that 
our athletes have discovered that the Russians are very 
much like other people, and the activities of the "Daily 
Worker." W 


r 
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(U) 


At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, Advised that LESTER RODNEY of the "Daily 
Worker" was invited to address the 31st Anniversary 
Celebration of the "Daily Worker" to be held on February 
5, 1955* at 2026 North 32nd Street, Philadelphia, ROLNEY 
was asked to give a 20 to 25 minute talk and further 
arrangements would be made for him to appear at an affair 
on February 6, 1955? in Philadelphia.^' 

T~35, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised in February of 1955 that LESTER 
RODNEY was the guest speaker at a meeting of the Freedom 
of the Press Association on February 5, 1955? at Bukier 
Hall, 2026 North 32nd Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania^" 

RODNEY was introduced by DAVID DAVIS, convicted 
on August 13, 1954, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for 
violation of the Smith Act of 1940 a RODNEY spoke on the 
Formosan situation and criticized the United States for 
intervening. He said the United States had absolutely no 
reason to become involved in China's affairs, 




He further commented that the MATUSOW case is 
a good example of how the United States Justice Department 
obtains people and professional witnesses to lie for them 
in prosecuting members of the Communist 15 arty and other 
political groups, X 

RODNEY stated that in the LIGFTF00T case 
(CLAUDE LIGKTPOOT was convicted in Chicago for violating 
the Smith Act of 1940,. on January 26, 1955), the jury 
voted seven to five on the first vote taken to acquit 
LIGHTF00T. However, the judge told the jury that they 
must return a verdict of guilty* and that is what 
happened, according to RODNEY. 



RODNEY then told some sports anecdotes , 


* 
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„ In conclusion, RODNEY advised that the "Daily 
Worker does not receive any financial support from 
Moscow. He further advised that the advertisements 
carried by the "Daily Worker" had declined because FBI 
a 0 cnts "hung around" the newsstands whore the "Daily 
Worker" is sold and chase the customers away, 


* 


T- 36 , x*ho has provided reliable information in 
advised in February, 1955, concerning the above- 
meeting, that RODNciY said that he could see the 


thu past, 
mentioned 

change in people's reaction to the Of. RODNhY said that 
ho was guest of honor at a meeting attended by 2,500 
whi ch^ indicated that the Communists are getting stronger. 

He said that they were getting the "paper to the people" 
and that people all over the country are getting 
interested in the CP. RODNhY said:’ ^ 

(U) "We are no longer looked upon as an opposition 
but a ways and means to help build a better 
country for the laboring class of people. 

He said the propagandists are losing ground in 
this country and that people no longer look upon 
Communists and frown, "They want to talk to you and after 
we tell them the truth they go away feeling different 
about Communists." 

RODNliiY also commented that the State Department 
is trying its best to start a war with Red China. & 

T-37, T-38, T-39, T- 40 , T-lj. 1 , T-ij .2 and T-ljj, all 
of x^hom have provided reliable information in the past, 
advised in February and March, 1955, substantially the 
same as T-35 and T -36 concerning this meeting of February 
5, 19bb, at which the subject spoke, 

T- 4.1 advised in February, 1955, that on 
February 6 , 1955, LfciSTJR RODNhY spoke at a delegate 
conference of various Philadelphia CP clubs which met at ^ 
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202 o North 32nd Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

T-lp. said that RODNEY sa5d substantially the same as he did 
on February 5 , 1955. 

The other speakers on the program were DaVID 
DaVTS and JOSEPH KUZMA, who was convicted for violating 
the Smith Act of 194-0 in Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
on August 13, 1954 . 

At ChioagoT >s lllinois ^ 

T-4-4-, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advisod in March, 195b, that LESTER RODNEY spoke 
at a meeting of the Freedom of the Press at 314-2 South 
Hals ted Street, Chicago, Illinois, on March 13, 1955. 

LbSTER RODNEY followed CLaUDH LIGHTFOOT in his speochj^ 

RODNEY discussed the Far Eastern situation 
and said that the ’’Daily Worker" is the only newspaper 
that prints the true situation. He pointed out that is the 
only papor in the United States that does not depend upon 
large advertisements for its existence, noting that the 
workers support tho paper. " 0 ^ 

T-4.5, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, in March of 1955, ini regard to the above- 
described meeting, stated that RODNuY spoke on the United 
States foreign policy in Formosa and the United States was 
on the spot for supporting CHIaNG Aai-chek and that even 
right wing newspapers carried editorials warning the 
American people of the possible results of this policy. 

He stated that there were many people in the United States 
who were beginning to doubt tho wisdom of jailing 
Communists and that as of yet lire do not have fascism in 
America. ~ 




RODNEY stated after the arrest and conviction 
of leading Communists, arrests of other members did not 
follow. He said that no concentration camps have been set 
up and that MATUSOW and others employed by the FBI have . 
exposed the government's frameup of leading Communists .'k/ 




(U) 


(U). 


(U) 


(U) 
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He stated that the government has failed to rearrest and 
imprison leading Communists who had been convicted on 
conspiracy ^charges and the "Daily Worker" has not yet been 
outlawed.' 

T-ij.6 and T-lp, both of whom have furnished 
reliablo information in the past, advised in March of 
1955 substantially the same as T-44; and T-4-5 regarding this 
meeting in Chicag r o on March 13 , 1 955.^P' 

at Detroit, Michigan 

T-I4.8, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, but whose original sources are unknown, advised 
in April of 1935 that on April 3> 1955} LUSTER RGDNkY was 
the principal speaker at a "Daily Worker" circulation 
drivo meeting held_ at the Parkside Hall, Detroit, Michigan,^ 

LhSTjiR RODNMY said he talked to New York just 
prior to coming to the meeting and learned they had topped 
the subscription drive for the first time in five- years. 

He said he was delighted and felt that this was a sign 
that the liberal movement was on the way up,^gT 
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VI. WRITINGS OF THE SUBJECT 
REGARDING OP PteMbERSHIP . ADHcJR. bjNC.tii TO THE 
CP LIKE AMD IN DEFENSE OF THE CP 




V 
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At New York, New, York 

The September 16, 1944, issue of the "Daily 
Worker" contains an article which states that 
LESTER RODNEY , former Sports Writer of the "Daily Worker", 
was with the 15th Army Corp Service Command in the South- 
west Pacific. The article stated that RODNEY had been 
assigned to duty as Public Relations Director for his 
hospital unit. 

The May 29, 1945 , issue of the "Daily Worker" 
contains an article by LESTER RODNEY entitled "Saw Fascist 
Hogging UNRRA Food in Greece", in which the subject states 
that in an interview with three Greek seamen, then in 
New York City between voyages, they charged UNRRA supplies 
were being withheld by the "reactionary" Greek monarchist 
government from the very men who 'led' the anti-Nazi 
resistance, The seamen stated that distribution of 
supplies was made through picked government supporters, 
some of whom were ex-collaborators. 

The "Daily Worker" of April 20, 1946, contained 
an article by the subject entitled "A Paper For people 
Who Remember", in which the subject attempts to show 
how many times the "Daily Worker" has been right in its 
policy in the past . He stated that the "Daily Worker" 
was correct about the Spanish civil War being sponsored 
by HITLER and MUSSOLINI and how Finland was really an 
ally of HITLER prior to World War II, 

The "Daily Worker" of October 26, 1946, on 
page five, column one, contained an article which stated 
that 20 combat veterans of World War II formed a 
Veterans Committee for the election of ROBERT THOMPSON 
and BENJAMIN J, DAVIS, Communist candidates for 
Comptroller and Attorney General in the then coming 
election, The subject was one of the veterans on this 
committee. 


The "Daily Worker" of December 14, 1946, 
page eight, column three, contained an announcement 
that LESTER RODNEY, "Daily Worker" Sports Editor, 
would speak on December 15, 1946, at the Jerry Weinberg 
Cl-ub^ 190 Tompkins Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 
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In the "Daily Worker" of May 18, 1947, page 
nine, columns one, two and three, the subject, under 
his by-line, described "A Vet's Encampment That Was 
Different" (held May 8-9, 1947, in Washington, D.C.), 
which RODNEY describes as follows: 

"There have been many conventions held in 
our nation's Capitol, but it is doubtful if any 
convention of 400 Americans ever hit Washington with 
quite the impact of the two day Communist veterans 
encampment , . . Here was a delegation of front-line 
fighters of our great war for national existence come 
to work out and present a program for the neglected 
needs of our millions of veterans and for the democratic 
welfare of the whole land , . , They (the Communist Party 
veterans) asked respectfully, but firmly in their rights 
as fighters for American democracy, for an end to the 
witch hunts, the drives against the civil liberties of 
the Communists, and other progressives, the drive against 
the rights of the working people of America, and the 
infamous Truman doctrine . , , Washington saw the face 
of the Communist Party, with names, ranks, and serial 
numbers, and with it the face of the American people 
from where the Party springs. The First National 
Encampment of the Communist Veterans will not soon be 
forgotten" . 


The "New York Post" of June 10, 1947, contains 
the following letter to the Editor from one LESTER RODNEY: 

"Dear Editor; 

"In the June 3 editorial you wrote; 'If we mean 
to withdraw the privileges of citizenship from all 
Communists by all means let us do so . . , boldly and 
forthrightly' . The June 4 New York Times carries a 
picture of the American Military Cemetery at Nettuno, 

Italy where 6,791 of our hero dead are 'buried ♦ This 
is what I'd like to know. Would you advocate the 
'withdrawal ' from the Nettuno Cemetery of the bodies of 
American communists like Hank Forbes, former New York 
Communist leader, who fell for their country at Anzio? 

Yes I am a Communist and a veteran." 

/s/ "LESTER RODNEY" 
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The November 1, 1948, issue of the "Daily 
Worker", page 16, column four, reflects that LESTER 
RODNEY, in his column "On The Score Board", stated; 

"But in addition to being a sports writer, I happen 
to be a Communist ..." 

The January 23, 1949 , issue of "The Worker", 
section two, page 17, contained an advertisement for the 
book "Fighting Words", which book contains selections 
from the "Daily Worker" from 1924 to 1949. LESTER 
RODNEY was one of the columnists whose work appeared 
in this book, according to the advertisement. 

In the February 2, 1949, issue of the 
"Daily Worker", page five, column one, in an article 
entitled "Time Hangs Lies On Our Doorknob" by LESTER 
RODNEY, RODNEY states "I have been a 'staffer 1 on the 
Daily Worker for 12 years." 

The July 23, 1951, issue of the "Daily Worker", 
page one, columns 2-5, contained an article by LESTER 
RODNEY entitled "How Gov't Began Drive On Bail Right" 
wherein RODNEY stated; "The Justice Department ... is 
trying hard to get across the idea that the attempt to 
deprive 14 working class leaders of their traditional 
rights to bail pending trial is something that just 
came up, something to do merely with the ' trustworthyness ' 
of the Civil Rights bail bond money. Their (arrested CP 
leaders) 'crime' was simply their refusal to be stool 
pigeons and open others to similar Nazi-like persecution. 
Included among them are decorated heroes of World War II, 
mothers of small children, and Negro workers". 
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The "Daily Worker" of October 30, 1951* page four, 
columns 2-4, contained an article by LESTER RODNEY 
entitled "How The Italian Workers Help To Build Their 
Paper", wherein RODNEY analyzes the story of the Communist 
Press Month as "a fascinating story of building the 
circulation and reputation of the Italian paper Unita, 

Unita is the official organ of the CP of Italy." 

The "Daily Worker" of January 31 , 1952, page seven, 
column three, contained an item showing that LESTER RODNEY, 
of the "Daily Worker" staff, spoke at a "Washington Heights 
Press Freedom Group." 

The "Daily Worker" of April 2, 1952, page 24 , column one, 
contains a letter to the editor by ImSTjiR RODNEY wherein 
RODNEY compliments ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN and states »“. . . 
is boday on 1 trial' by the frightened stooges of the big 
money, she is a great American". (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
was convicted of the Smith Act 1940 in United states District 
Court, southern District of New York, January 21, 1953.) 

The April 3 , 1952 , issue of the "Daily Worker", page 
three, columns 1-5, contained an article by LESTER RODNEY 
by-lined Washington, entitled "We'll Show pen Is Mightier 
Than The Sword Says Peace Delegate", wherein RODNEY reports 
the results of a Peace Delegation's visit to Washington, D.C. 

The "Daily Worker" of October 27, 1952, page seven, 
column four, in RODNEY'S column "On The Score Board", RODNEY 
urges his readers to vote for SIMON W. GERSON and BENJAMIN J. 


In the "Daily worker" of February 5, 1953, page seven, 
column three, in the subject's column "On The Score Board", 
RODNEY described the speech of GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY, who 
was convicted for violation of the Smith Act in the Southern 
District of New York, 
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and stated: "Up came Myles Lane (united States Attorney, 
Southern District of New York). It was unbelievable , 

After the soaring dignity and stature of these great 
Americans (the convicted Smith Act subjects) and the 
things they believed in and had said, this pygmy arose 
and droned 'they have shown no remorse, no sorrow for 
their mistakes' , . . What Gurley Flynn, Pettis Perry 
and the others had said the day before, what George Blake 
Charney had said, was not on the radio or over TV, Oh no. 
Only some 200 people heard it. But through the land the 
people who now 'also hate the Korean war' are stirring, 
and anxious and wondering. The truth can move like 
lightning in days like these, we must see that the 
people got the truth . . . The truth in our paper, the 
people ' s paper . " 

The March 19, 1953 , issue of the "Daily Worker", 
pages one and six, contained an article under the by-line 
LESTER RODNEY entitled "The Real Story Of Throe Air 
Incidents", wherein the subject criticizes the operations 
of the United States Air Force and comments, "with a change 
of United States foreign policy to a civilized one of 
peace it is quite likely that our planes will be looked 
upon differently , .. The technique is simple. Any 
time the 'free world' gets worried about growing peace 
sentiments, it can send a plane where it doesn't belong 
and the headlines in the 'free world' press will do the 
rest. " 


The "Daily Worker" of August 2, 1953, on 
page five, column one, contained an article by-lined 
LESTER RODNEY entitled "Sparks From. The Albany 'Crucible'" 
wherein RODNEY comments on "the Un* American Committee 
Witchunt.iu in the New York state Capitol", wherein 
RODNEY wrote, "You could sense a subtle change in 
spectator attitude as the contrasting dilemma of the 
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inquisitors and squirming stool pigeons with the calm 
dignity of those who refuse to cooperate, began to 
register. It was so clear that these heroic Americans, 
standing up'' bravely in the atmosphere of hysteria, faced 
with loss of jobs, did not think of themselves as 'wrong 
doers', but rather felt themselves being wronged... 

Never was there an overt sigh of hostility. Failure of 
the witch hunters to whip up the mass hysteria they want 
is a mighty drag on what they would like to do. 

The "Daily Worker" of August 1 6 , 1953 s page 
five, column one, contained an article entitled "American 
Voices Helped Silence The Guns", by-lined LESTER RODNEY, 
wherein RODNEY comments on the end of hostilities in Korea, 

The subject wrote, "what part did the American people 
themselves play in this historic victory, so unique in 
the. annals of mankind, in which the power of the peace 
forces throughout the world finally compelled those who 
profit by war and would spread it further to sit down at 
the table and bring it to an end . . . Inscribed in the 
history of our times/Me great spontaneous campaign which 
forced a war minded Congress to kill Universal Military 
Training. This was a deep-going setback to those who 
thought they could roll America down hill into war and 
Police state on a wave of hysteria . . . Also, no resume 
of peace activity by the American people, brief and 'scattered 
though such a resume be, can overlook the steady, patriotic 
position for ending the Korean war adopted by the CP right 
from the start, and carried by Party members in heroic fashion 
to the people through leaflets, street meetings, and petitions. 
The CP was truely the conscience of the country before any 
others resisted the waf proif iteering hysteria, on January 21, 
1953. 


w 
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The "Daily Worker" of October 26, 1953, 
page seven, columns four and five, wherein the subject, 
under his own by-line, in his column "On The .Score Board" 
wrote, "Now we most certainly d'o not believe that the 
Soviet Union's announcement on the Hydrogen Bomb, coupled 
with another urgent plea for the immediate banning under 
United Nations inspection of all such weapons, constitutes 
any threat whatsoever to world peace, since the Soviet Union 
is a socialist land to which war and war's destruction 
are unutterable, wasteful horrors. The failure of the 
attempt to whip up a 'Civil Defense 1 hysteria, ruefully 
admitted by the officials, indicates that very few DO 
really believe in the shameful ohax of 'Soviet attack'. . . 
'right new we are utilizing atomic energy for our economic 
needs in our own economic interests'. And in that same 
year the Soviet newspaper pravda was reported as saying 
'we want to put atomic energy to blowing up mountains, - 
changing the course of rivers, irrigating deserts, laying 
new lines of life where the human foot has rarely stepped 1 , 
I don't feel that this outlook on their part constitutes 
any grave threat to me here in Manhattan, or world peace 
in general, and I wish Mr, THOMAS E. MURRAY (AEC official) 
would explain why he thinks it does . , , could MURRAY 
have been complaining that such socialist peace activities 
constitute a grave threat to war?" 

The "Daily Worker" of February 23, 195 page 
five, column two , by-lined L E STER RODNEY* in his column 
"On The Score Board" stated "Out in Detroit Federal 
Judge Frank A . Picard, in sentencing six crudely framed 
Michigan Communists, made a plea for phony headlines 
with the cheap, smirking 'offer' to send the six to the 
Soviet Union instead of to jail. The New York Times, 
the pillar of responsibility, factual journalism 
promptly obliged with a headline '6 Michigan Reds 
Prefer U.S. Prison To Being Sent To Soviet Union To 
Live'. It is a reasonably good guess, this headline 
spitting gleefully in the faces of six good American Trade 
Unionists was suggested by the Times' Harry Schwartz, ■. . 
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"Of course, in the first place, the 'offer 1 is a 
vicious insult, "based on the moronic prattle that 
Americans who hold there is a better way for the working 
people of our land than depressions and atom bombs, are 
really agents of the Soviet Union. In its own stupid 
way, this is a great and deserving compliment it paid 
to the policies of that socialist land. " 

The "Daily Worker" of March 26, 1954, page 
four, column four, contains an article entitled 
"Attention; Robert Stevens, Secretary of the Army - 
About Those 'Subversives' In The Army 1 , by-lined LESTER 
RODNEY, wherein he writes "Robert Stevens, Secretary of 
the Army^ now says nobody in the Army can be either 
promoted or honorably discharged who 'refuses to state 
whether he is or has been a member of the CP or other 
subversive organization 1 . . . First off, I would like 
to ask Stevens what he means by 'the CP or other 
subversive groups.,, 1 Who says the CP is subversive? 

It has never been proven subversive and never -will, 

and anyone who says it is, no matter who he is right 

up to and past the Secretary of the Army, is telling a lie. 

I don't think the Secretary of the Army ought to base 
policies on lies. Let Stevens give the country one, just 
one, shred of real evidence that any member of the CP of 
the United States, in or out of the United States Army, 
ever committed a subversive act. H& can't do it. Nobody 
can. which is why they have to try to get away with 
establishing a lie as truth by simple proclamation 
like an emperor of old," 

The "Daily Worker"of July 1, 1954, page two, 
column one, contained an article entitled "To A Little 
Girl In Guatemala. . .", by-lined LESTER RODNEY, wherein 
RODNEY addresses his article "To ten year old Conchita, 
lying dead in the village of jildtep^ue- Little Conchita 
there wa‘s nothing to stop the P-47's from coming as low 
as they needed to drop the bombs , . . For you see, the 
State Department of my country last month stopped a 
shipment of ' antiaircraft guns and shells from Europe to your 
country. You see Little Conchita antiaircraft in the town 



-37 


NY 100-13292 



EJC-.etm 

- 9 - 






"of Jilotepque would be a serious menace to the Panama 
Canal 1,000 miles away. It was a plane made in my 
country, the U.S.A., which flew over your town. Little 
Conchita, and burned your father 1 s house on the land he 
finally owned for himself and killed you ... It was 
a bomb made in the U.S.A. You see, after my country 
kept, the antiaircraft from coming to your government 
my country arranged for planes and bombs to those who 
killed you, and it was also arranged for the planes to 
fly as they wished from airfields in another country, 

Qh it was all carefully planned Little Conchita. The U.N, ... 
You see the presiding Chairman was a rich man of my 
country who also did not like your father to have his 
own land, and there are votes, and threats, and arrangements. 7 . 
The people of my country. Little Conchita? Some are frigtened 
to speak up. Some don't care. But most do not really know 
that such things are being done in their name. . . You are 
not the only little girl of ten whose life is snuffed out 
these days by bombs made in the U.S.A, Little Conchita, 

This is becoming our most famous export, dropped bombs 
on people seeking a better life for themselves. Many 
many little children in the villages of Korea were killed 
by bombs made in my country and many are being killed 
every day in the villages of Indo-China. Bomb, bomb, bomb ... 

It is, as they say, all we know. It is the answer to 
everything, the only answer my State Department has. 

If enough people like your father and mother, your 
brothers and you are killed, and their homes, schools 
and villages burned down, maybe things will straighten 
out for the United Fruit Companies of the world. Did 
you really have to die my poor sweet; little ten year old 
Conchita. . . It is our foreign policy to kill you 
Little Conchita. Killing you because your father had 
his own little piece of land at last, that is what it 
all boils down to, or the foreign policy and the 
editorials about • 'the free world' in the 'battle 
against Communism'. What makes such foreign policy? . .. 

We now have a man named John Foster Dulles, He is a 
powerful and rich man. Very rich, and he works hard 
for the very rich companies of Wall Street," 
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Tbe "Daily Worker" of August 16, 195 ; +, page 
five, column three, contained an article by-lined 
LESTER RODNEY entitled "A Picture From Indonesia That 
Answers A Thousand Lies", in which he stated ". . . 
the caption under this picture said 'sitting in the 
hot sun, Indonesian communists listen to speaker at a 
mass meeting in Jakarta, . . . The Indonesian faces 
in the picture are proud, serious, attentive. How I 
thought would this picture look- to someone who is snowed 
under hy the upside down 'free world 1 propaganda from 
Washington in the papers, the movies, the radia , what 
have you . . . And' who were the 'Communist aggressors 
in Viet-Nam? The Viet-Namese fighting for their own 
country's independence against French Colonialism. And 
if 'we' (you, me and Standard oil) 'lost Asia, whom 
would 'we'. 'loose' it to? The Asians! The people of 
each country deciding their own country's destiny in 
a manner they choose. Ever hear of the United States of 
America? Did the same darn uhilng once. There are people who 
still," unquestionably still believe the great cruel illiterate 
lie that Communists are like Nazis . . . Hitler had to 
try to export Nazism by brute force, but that everywhere 
in the world patriots of every country exist who proudly 
proclaim and advocate their belief in the ideas of Scientific 
Socialism - i.e. 'Communism'. . . . The answer to the 
'riddle' is simplicity itself . . . The answer, of course, 
is that Nazism and Fascism debase humanity, proclaim might 
is right, racism and hatred as a policy and war as a goal, 
while at the very opposite pole stand the Communists 
of any and every country, proudly bearing the nationalist 
heritage of humanity's long histary of moving forward. 

The never ceasing and ever growing yearning for brotherhood 
and dignity and independence and plenty and peace. 

"The Worker" of August 29, 195^ , page seven, 
column one, carried an article by-lined LESTER RODNEY 
entitled "An Open Letter To The Spirit Of He.ywood Broun", 
wherein RODNEY criticizes the Newspaper Guild of 
America and particularly the 195^ Guild Convention where 
it was voted to expell all "Communists". 


NY 100-13292 




In the October 17, 195^ issue of "The Worker" , 
page fourteen, column two, LESTER RODNEY wrote in his 
article "A Challenge To American Liberals", "...when the 
Sovereign Nation of China moves to take over a Chinese 
island four miles off the Chinese coastline, an island 
currently manned by enemies selling and killing people . . . 
RODNEY goes on to criticize this country's Par Eastern 
Policy. 



The "Daily Worker" of November 9 , 195 ^ } on 
page two, column one, LESTER RODNEY wrote in his 
article entitled "Some Questions On That plane Incident" 
wherein RODNEY is critical of the Air Force's operations 
in the Par East, and stated "peace is breaking. through 
the clouds as never before. Voices for sonity, 
trade and live and let live are rising at last in our 
own country as the hoax of 'Russian aggression' evaporates 
with the persistent overtures for peace from Moscow. What 
a tragedy that any American boy still have to loose their 
lives in such 'hot' missions 6,000 miles from our shores, 

Why do we need Air Force maps of the Soviet Union if we 
believe that peace is possible and necessary, as even 
President Eisenhower said yesterday. There are no 
Soviet planes or urgent mapping missions off the coast 
of California 6,000 miles from THEIR shores. The war 
press and war commentators were quick to seize on this 
incident with gusto, and relief, 'to prove' that co-existence 
is impossible, that the Soviet Union does not want peace. 
Peaceful co-existence means respect for each others territory 
and independence, That is the heart of the matter," 

In the "Daily Worker" of January 11, 1955> 
page eight, column four, the subject in h3 s column 
"On The Score Board" wrote about "Teen Agers Back 
Arming Germany", and then went on to question "is our 
youth 'indoctrinated?'", and states "but are not these 
young *for umists indoctrinated with the huge lie of 
'Soviet aggression 1 , a bold 13 e which may not be 
publickly contested with fact except on *©in ofy ' 
harassment and persecution? Did not the President of 
our land in his State of the Union message say 'all of 
us are aware of tne continuing reliance of the Soviet 
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’Communists on military force , . , (and) increasing 
strength in nuclear weapons. This power, combined 
with the proclaimed intentions of the Communist 
leadership to Communize the world , is the threat 
confronting us today 1 . Well, who's going to argue 
with the President? Do these teen-agers ever get 
to hear the voice of reason challenging anyone, 
including the President, to cite a single occasion 
when the leaders of the socialist countries proclaimed 
intentions to conquer the world . . . telling the 
truth of who asks for trade, a ban on H Bombs., co-existence, 
which means getting along, regardless of social and 
economic differences, and who has a Chief of Staff 
promise to use Atomic Bombs first. But thumbs down 
on world trade and on agreements for world peace 
1 sanctifying 1 the permanence of the socialist lands." 

The "Daily Worker" of February 8, 1955. page 
two, column four, contains an article entitled "The 
Moving X Winds Up Off North Korea" by LESTER RODNEY, 
wherein RODNEY criticizes the United States Air Force 
in its operations in the Far East, and stated " just 
suppose for a moment there were Soviet or Chinese planes 
ten miles from the shores of California? How would we 
like it?' ! 


The "Daily Worker" of February 15, 1955, page 
eight, column four, contained LESTER RODNEY'S column 
"On The Score Board", wherein he commented ", , , an 
island a few miles from the Mainland of China, an 
island belonging to China, which nobody denies, not even 
DULLES or KNOWLAND, and from which a bunch of desperados 
slip espionage and sabotage agents into the Mainland to 
do damage and commit murder and haras_ ships going about 
their business. . . . in 1955 1 s war hysteria journalism, 
rights and wrongs are taken for granted, i.e. no matter 
what, we are right and wherever and whenever we do and 
say, and wherever we send ships and planes is 0,K. just 
because it is us. Formosa is necessary to our defense 
(7,000 miles from California), but is not necessary to 
China's defense (100 miles away and historically Chinese). 
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n Gur President can make a speech over closed television 
circuits to meetings of 'Radio Free Europe 1 encouraging 
direct interference in affairs with countries with 
which we are at peace, calling for sabotage and revolt 
right from the borders of those countries, but we claim 
that it is THESE countries 'which have committed an 
unfriendly act toward us, which are responsible for 
the tension in the world," 

The "Daily Worker" of February 11 , 1955 , page 
eight, column four, contains an article by the sub iect 
in his column "On The Score Board" in which he stated 
"So there we are. Kill game or Communists at will in 
Malaya (the way to meet an Asian people's heroic fight 
for decent life against foreign tyrannies). Call them 
Communists and class them with game to be shot down at 
will. This, of course, includes women and children 
as does the trying out of the marvellous guns in Kenya j 
proven accurate against the Africans at 200 yards." 

The subject, further on in his column, goes on to say 
"Right here is the crude central lie, a massive deception, 
put forward by swope and passed along unblinkingly by the , , . 
I’imes. Sure the Supreme Court 'had the Rosenberg case 
before it three times'. Oh, but the SUPREME COURT NEVER 
ONCE REVIEWED THE ROSENBERG CASE! How many people 
even today know this startling fact about a case based 
on the fantastic testimony of a fear stricken rat on 
whom the FBI 'had something to begin with, a monstrous 
frame-up from start to finish, just as those being 
revealed these days by a former stool ie." 

The "Daily Worker" of March 2 , 1955 , page eight, 
column one, contains an article by LESTER RODNEY in his 
column "On The Score Board" in which he wrote "and then 
the Communist leaders coming out of jail after serving 
three years and eight months on the Thought Control 
Smith Act . . . Thousands did not follow them - not 
that there aren't too many in jail and not that persecutions 
have ceased or anything like that - but it is four years 
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"later and here they come out and the tens of thousands 

of American fighters for peace were not poured into camps 

and prisons behind them, but rather peace won the old 

ball game in Korea and Indochina, and McCarthy was censured 

last year, and the whole frame-up informer system is 

loosing a few veils, and well, this is still our America 

and no Hitler Fascism has yet succeeded in beating it 

though it is a rough and rugged fight because they disguise 

it as Americanism and have monopoly's billions on their 

side. And if enough of the millions and millions of 

Americans whose dearest wish came true when the Kfflrean 

war was brought to a halt and when Nixon and Knpwland 

couldn't drag our boys into Indochina, if these millions, 

most of our population, were to learn the great fact 

that Eugene Dennis, John Gates, John Williamson, Jack 

Stachel, Carl Winter, Ben Davis and others still behind 

bars were the patriots who first told the truth about the 

hated Korean war, the attempt to put them back in jail 

again wouldn't have a chance." (DuNinTS, GATES, WILLIAMSON, 

STACHmL, •vINTu.R, DAVIS are all convicted Smith Act subjects, 

all convicted for violating Smith Act 19l|0> United States 

District Court, Southern District of New York, October II4, 19!i9.) 

The "Daily Worker" of April 12, 195>5> page eight, 
column four, contains RODNoiY's column "On The Score Board", 
in which he stated "See where Brownell has just added 21 
more organizations to the honor roll of his asinine 'subversive 
list'. We have one little point to make here about this 
frantic and contemptible attempt to frighten out of 
existence all organized expressions for peace, civil 
liberties, civil rights, tenants rights, pensions, unemployment 
relief, amnesty and frame-up victims, etc., etc. It is this. 

Let the country - the whole world, unfortunately for our 
country's good name - note well that this man from Wall 
Street. who runs che Department of Injustice, lists as 
'subversive' a 'Committee to Abolish Discrimination in 
Maryland.' ," 
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The "Daily Worker" of April 27* 1955* page 
seven, column one reflected that subject, in his 
column "On The Score Board" is critical of our interests 
jn the Far East, and stated "... The frantic official 
effort to hide from our country the tremendous, almost 
unknown fact that the offer stands for us to join 
tommorrow morning in an immediate and permanent, ban on 
Atom and Hydrogen Bombs with strict and fool-proof 
international inspection... I'm afraid the average American, 
no matter what his views on our capitalism and Russia's 
socialism, might appreciate a switch 'to the Moscow 
lino of diverting the people from war to peace, shutting 
down the wailing sirens and shutting up the inevitable 
war boobs." 


The "Daily Worker" of June 13* 1955* page six, 
column seven, subject in his column "On The Score Board 
wrote, "The U.S. Olympic Committee has written on the 
subject of applying for press credentials for the Olympics. 
We replied that we intend to cover both the winter games . , . 
and the regular games at Melbourne, Australia, and request 
press credentials. We added the reminder that last time 
we were denied our passport to go to Helsinki at the last 
moment but we hoped to win a reversal of this ruling . . . 
a flagrant denial of press freedom, and what is more 
harms our country's good name. Last time we applied 
for our passport routinely . . . leaving hardly any time 
for the fight which developed This time we will put 
in our passport application in October, four months 
before the winter games which take place January 26 to 
February 5 and will publicize every step of the way. 


The August 17, 1955* page two, column four, 
issue of the "Daily Worker" contained an article 
"3 Star In Act One Of Walter's Purge", by-lined LESTER 
RODNEY* in which the subject criticized Representative 
Francis J. Walter's congressional hearing held in New York 
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regarding the Entertainment Industry, wherein the subject 
wrote, "Here before ones eyes is really the raw basic 
•collision of truth and evil, the antagonists facing each 
other, all the sickness that has irifected this country 
these terrible years right out there in jacket and neck- 
tje asking questions, trying to destroy everything noble 
in our life, past and present ..." 

The "Daily Worker" of October 19, 1955, page 
seven, column four, sublect wrote concerning the CP 
in his column "On The Score Board", stating "I for 
one have been interested in the efforts of the CP for 
some time, since the paper for which I work, while not 
the organ of any party, does indeed admire and defend 
that Party. So if I had ever seen anything obviously and 
appallingly evil about the efforts of the CP, I would 
certainly not want to work for a paper v?hich defends it 
for 19 minutes, let alone 19 years, of my life. . . . 

I am not an anti-Communist ... ", and goes on to challenge, 
"Xf you are unable to find in the program (of the CP) 
or cite from life any efforts of the CP which are obviously 
and appallingly evil, you will merely publicly withdraw 
your words as unfounded, little enough you will agree to 
rectify a slanderous falsehood." 

The "Daily Worker" of October 31, 1955, page 
four, column four, contains an article entitled 
"Journalism Department - Nobody Wanes Trade - 
Suppose The Chinese Said This", by-lined by LESTER RODNEY, 
wherein RODNEY comments on trade with Russia and is 
critical of the United States Par Eastern activities. 

The November 6, 1955, issue of "The Worker" 
page seven, column three, contains an article entitled 
"Reporter Exposes The Case Of The Phone Book Hoax", by 
LESTER RODNEY, wherein RODNEY states "How reliable is 
the big business press, radio and television in their 
constant attacks on the CP as being for force and violence, 
getting orders from Moscow, etc., etc.? Since many Americans 
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"are affected to one degree or another by the big lie 
of our times., it is worth stopping sometimes to nail 
down one of the whoppers to prove to anyone's satisfaction 
that 'the respectable' newspaper and television networks 
do indeed . . , falsify about those Americans whose 
ideas for peace, brotherhood and socialism they fear." 

The subject want on to criticize an article in a newspaper 
concerning the CP. 

The November 9, 1955* issue of the "Daily Worker" 
reflects LESTER RODNEY in his column "On The Score Board" 
wrote "On October 19 we addressed a letter, both opened 
and closed, to Hunter College President Doctor George N. 

Shuster about his statement ' . . , I cannot see how persons 
can continue to maintain affiliations with the CP when 
the efforts of that Party are so obviously and appallingly 
evil'. Since this is a paper which defends and admires 
the efforts of the CP we challenged him to supply any 
evidence whatsoever to back his characterization either 
from the CP Program (which we enclosed) or from life, and 
even threw in the offer to promptly quit this paper as a 
paper which defended somethin?; evil if he could do so. 

Three weeks poems like a reasonable time to answer. We have 
no answer... There never is from those who say such wild, 
unproven and improvable things about the CP. They can't 
prove the falsehoods and they feel pretty safe because 
they are voicing what has become 'official' dogma and 
usually remains unchallenged. I have just this much news 
for Doctor SHUSTER, along with my profound contempt for his intel- 
lectual integrit^there are some students at your college 
Who consider themselves anti-Communists, who watched to 
see if you would answer and will bo at least deeply 
disturbed that you didn't. You see, they happen to believe 
in the good American tradition of truth, fairness and 
honesty. " 
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In the "Daily Worker" of November l8, 1955, 
page seven, column four, LESTER RODNEY, in his column 
"On The Score Board", wrote the following address to 
Secretary of State JOHN FOSTER DULLES: 

"As a minimum of implementing these sound 
American principles (closing remarks of Mr. DULLES at 
Geneva), can we expect that on your return you will 
do the following? (1) call for the immediate and 
unconditional release from Jail of all those Americans 
like Elisabeth Gurley Flynn, Robert Thompson, Pettis 
Perry, ,Gus Hall, etc. who used their minds to think 
and never commited, and weren't even charged with 
committing a single act; (2) call f or, .^arT immediate 
end to the Thought-Control Trials now/ going on in 
Ohio and Connecticut of those whose conscience lead them 
to judge peace right and war wrong; (3) put your weight 
behind the restoration of all jobs, with apologies and 
back pay to all those Americans in various fields of 
endeavor who were fired because they possessed the human 
dignity which requires freedom of thought and conscience; 

(4) state that you are opposed to the interference and 
harassment of J. Edgar Hoover's FBI and the discharge 
from jots of those Americans who read the newspapers of 
their choice." 

The "Daily Worker" of November 21, 1955, LESTER 
RODNEY wrote under the heading "Journalism Dep't - 
Did Molotov Really Say It - Gen, Taylor's Prediction": 

"The fact is that a report from Geneva has constituted one 
of the biggest snow jobs in the notorious history of 
our Cold War journalism. Not that these frantic distortions 
can end or I’everse the grand march of humanity, including 
our country, toward a world in which war is unthinkable, 
but it does serve to confuse and keep the Cold War alive. 
What e. demonstration of the importance to our country of 
building the "Daily Worker" , 
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VI J. SUBJECT'S WIPE 


T-Lj.9, who has ^.furnished reliable information in 
the past, on June 20,19 59. furnished, a docum ent believed 
to concern the subject's! | This 

document showed that the subject's w? f c was duos paying 
member of the CP . 


X. USB OP OTHER NAME 


The subject, born LESTER RODSTEIN, after 1930 
has used the name LESTER RODNEY and is known in all of his 
activities as LESTER RODNEY. J^j 

X, BHYSIC.J, DESCRIPTION 

The following description was derived from 
records described under the section of this report 
” I • BACKGROUND 1 ' and from personal observation of 
interviewing agents on November 9,. 1953s , ■- aJ ? Y 


Namo 

Alias 


Address 


Employment 


m personal onservatn cm ox 
November 9,, 1953 s • •- a) ? <‘J Y 

$)?pJ f #*'■' f 'I--'- ^ 

LESTElTjTO)STE IN S ■-> , t. 1 

Lester' nodnev , < - 

I 1 N- 


PA :j 


30 Pairview avenue 'i \ I 

New York City . 

apartment 2a " e _ 

"Daily Worker” 

3l j- East 12 th S tr e e t 
New X ork_CTty ~ " 

f.fr't S': ' */ ~ > V ' ' 

Sc li'H\ , * 1 i rE /’)) C ‘ 
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Date cl’ Birth 

Sex 
Race 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
.n.yes 
' Hair 
Complexion 
Miscellaneous 
Social Security- 
Number 
FBI Number 
Fingerprint Class 


April 17, 1911, 

Now York, New York 
Male 

Caucasian 1 
5' 8to 9" 

150 pounds 

Slender 

Brown 

Brown, balding 
Light 

Wears glasses 

121-05-8572 

581]. 354B 

15 M 9 U 100 22 

M 1 T 00 


u 



- 50 - 



L 


i 


E JC : PEH 
*-l- 


NY 100-13292 


INFORMANTS 


DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO FILE NO, 

IDENTITY AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM WHERE 

OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 



Background of theY 4/21/50 SA| 
subject / \ . i 


NY, NY 
(by request) 


97-169 



Background of the 9/30- SA C.C. 
subject <^10/24/41 NELSON 


Brooklyn, NY 
(by request) 


100-13292 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



r 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
AND/OR DESCRIPTION 
OF INFORMATION 


AGENT TO 
DATE WHOM 

RECEIVED FURNISHED 




Residence of the" *'" 7 / 5/50 
subject 


NY, NY 
(by request) 


SA JOHN J. 

HAYES 

(oral) 


FILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 


100-13292 

52 


T-5, 

Not utilized 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


T-6 , 


T-7, 


Subject's protect - 3/14/47 

telegram wherein 

admits CP membership ^ 

SA CHARLES 
F. HEINER 
(oral) 

97-169 

Subject to speak ^ 1/21/47 

11 

100-13292- 

at AYD 

« 

12 

DW party at *'2/13/48 

residence, 1/21/48 

11 

62-7956- 

980 

Subject on apparent 5/25/48 
CP list 

SA H.P. 
LARSON 
and 

SE THOMAS 
0 1 CONNOR 

100-80633 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 

DATE OF ACTIVITY 
AND/OR DESCRIPTION 
OF INFORMATION 

DATE 

RECEIVED 

AGENT TO 
WHOM 

FURNISHED 

FILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 

T-7, 


^6/4/48 



Cont 1 d 

Listed as speaker 
at CP function 

SA E.K, 
&EANE 
and 

SE THOMAS 
0 1 CONNOR 

100-26603- 

C172-lA4l6£ 


CP function at 
subject's house 

^6/8/48 

SA E,K. 
DEANE 
and 

SE A.E. 
FALLER 

100-13292- 

la2 


Party at subject 1 s 
house 

^5/3/49 

*”'1/26/49 

SA H.P. 
LARSON 
and 

SE A.E. 
FALLER 

100-13292- 

la6 


Appeared on list 
of "Daily Worker" 
speakers 

SA H.P. 
LARSON 
and 

SE S.W. 
JENNINGS 

97-169 


On list of "Daily 
Worker" employees 

*^2/15/49 

SA E.K. 
DEANE 
and 

SE A.E. 
FALLER 

II 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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INFORMANTS ( CONT 1 D ) 

DATE OP ACTIVITY ■ AGENT TO 

IDENTITY AND/OP DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM 

OP SOURCE OP INFORMATION RECEIVED FURNISHED 


T-7, 

Cont 1 d 


Subject's pay 
envelope from 
"Daily Worker" 


^3/18/49 SA H.P. 

LARSON 

and 

SE THOMAS 
0 ' CONNOR 


Subject's letters 6/19/53 SAj 
to "New York Times" 
of 8/10/51 


ana 

SB I I 


Documentation of ^Freedom Associates 


Detective 


[ 


Michigan 
State Polio© 


T-9 


Subject's CP 
activity 


^3/3/55 


PILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 


100 - 13292 - 

la3 


100 - 13292 - 

104 


b2 

Vi 

T-8, 


i . - 

1/24/55 

b7C 


Subject familiar 

b7D 


as with CP plans 

1 


DE 100- 
16784 


V 

\ 


T^IO. 


Subject CP 
member 


12/23/55 S^ 


Instant 

report 


'ADMINI STRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'P) 


IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO 

AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM 

OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FURNISHED 


T-n 


Documentation of ALP 




(by request) 
T-12. 


[ 


\ Documentation of ALP 


T-13, 

Not utilized 


T-14, 


Subject in IWO 


1/23/53 SAf 


,T-1R 


^ 6 / 22/54 


Attended LYL *^2/24/54 SAf 

Jamboree, 2/19/54 


Subject spoke ^5/24/54 

at LYL meeting, 

5/14/54 


T-l6, 

I I 


At May Day Parade, ^ 5 / 7/54 SA 
1952 


T-17 . 


"Daily Worker" V 6/29/55 
activity 


ADMINI STR ATP/E PAGE (CONT'D) 


-55 


FILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 


100 - 2936 - 
1A619 P.10, 
13 


100 r 2936- 

1A14§2 


100-47142- 
1B188 p.47 

of Vol. 10 


(U) 
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INFORMANTS ( CONT 1 D ) 


IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 


T-17, 
Cont 1 d 


T-18 


jjewiGDurgj 
Pa. 

T-19, 



DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO FILE NO. 

AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM WHERE 


CF INFORMATION 


RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 


Contact with 
MARTHA STONE 


t/ 4/25/55 



Documentation of SIMON GERSON, 3/11/55. 

/>< 


12 / 8/51 SA[ 


Sent Christmas 
greetings CP 
L leaders 


Contact CP leader Kh/28/53 

" ^ 15 / 27/54 

Contact with HERB ‘'"8/9/55 
WHEELDIN 

" 8/17/55 

Contact CP leader 1/10/54 


100-23774- 

l4l4 


Philadelphia 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


V 


/ 


Documentation of SIDNEY REITER. 
Documentation of HERBERT WHEELDIN. 


ADMINISTRATIV E PAGE ( CONT ' D-.) 
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INFORMANTS (CpNT'P) 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
IDENTITY AND/OR DESCRIPTION 

OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


AGENT TO FILE NO. 

DATE WHOM WHERE 

RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 



Documentation of 


Contact with CP * 3/2/54 
leader 

Documentation of ISRAEL BLANKENSTEIN (11/18/52) 


T^ 


2. 


Contact .with CP ^9/21,25/54 
leader 


T- 26 . 


b2 

_± 

b6 


blC 


b7D 



Atlanta, Ga. 


Contact with CP 
leader 


^2/4/55 


SA | I 1 00-8057- 

1 1B189 

Atlanta 


(U) 


100 - 13292 - 

246 

100 - 8057 - 

IBI 89 


T-27, 


ontact with EP 
Loader 


US Penitentiary, 
Terre Haute, 
Indiana 


•''1/13/55 


SAI I 100-13292- 

I 207 

Indianapolis 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO FILE NO 

IDENTITY AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM WHERE 

OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 


Cont 1 d 


T-28 


Contact with CP 
leader 



1/13/55 . SA 



100-13292 

240 


Indianapolis 


^ 12/30/54 SA WILLIAM 100-13292 
M. HAWKINS 211 
Kansas City 


‘ 12/30/54 
• 1/6,13/55 


100-13292 

204 



Leirisburg , 
Pa 


Contact with CP *1/7/55 
leader 



100-96975 

1B1 


Philadelphia 


T-30, 


Contact with CP 
, leader 


4/20/55 


SA RUSSELL 3.00-13292 
M. GWYNNE 257 
Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, 

Fa. 
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INFORMANTS ( CONT 1 D ) 

DATE OF ACTIVITY 

IDENTITY AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE 

OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 


T -37 


Subject spoke at - 2/8/55 
Freedom of Press 
Association, 

Philadelphia, 

2/5/55 


AGENT TO FILE NO. 

WHOM WHERE 

FURNISHED LOCATED 



PH 100-4842 


, T-38, 


SA JEREMIAH PH 100-376l6 
W. DOYLE 


P-39, 


t-4o. 


Philadelphia, 
Pa., Conceal' 
(By request) 

T-4l. , 


CP club meeting, 

2/6/55- 


2/7/55 

2/5/55 


2/11/55 

ir 



sa[ 



sa[ 


II 


II 


ADMINI STRATIVE PAPE (CONT'D) 


-60- 




EJC :PEH 
- 11 - 


NY 100-13292 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 

T-42. 


DATE OF ACTIVITY AGENT TO 

AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE WHOM 


OF INFORMATION 


RECEIVED FURNISHED 


FILE NO. 

WHERE 

LOCATED 


Subject spoke at ^3/3/55 
Freedom of Press 
Association, 

Philadelphia, 

2/5/55 




T-44. 


T-45, 

Former 


T-46. 


T-4?, 

Security Unit " 
of the Chicago 


2/7/55 SA 


Spoke-, at Freedom ^3/14/55 
of Press meeting, 

Chicago 


3/17/55 




" 3/18/55 SA 


3/15/55 
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FILE NO. 
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LOCATED 

T-48. 





j Spoke at meeting in 4/7/55 

SA 



Detroit, 4/3/55 

1 


T-49. 



/ 


Documentation of I 

V 


V ^ 



v. 


(U) 


Careful .consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where it was deemed advisable 
to conceal the identity of the source, 
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aDMINT STR.aTTVE 


At Jersey City, Mew Jersey 

One RAND STOVERS and one RUTH C ,ROL FREEMAN 
wore arrested by the Jersey City Police Department on 
July 1, 194-0* for being disorderly persons, a search of 
STEVENS’ and FREEMAN’S automobile by the police 
department disclosed material believed to be CP material, 
which was Photostated and copies furnished to the Newark 
Division. 

Among this material was listed tne name of 
LESTER RODNEY, address not given, as a member of Branch 1, 
Section 3* Now fork County. (/| 

This material was forwarded to the Bureau as 
enclosure to Newark roport of SA ROSS K, PRESCOTT, 

July 13, 194-0, titled, "RaND STEVENS, was, RUTH FREEMaN j 
ESPIONAGE, COPMUNIST ACTIVITIES" (Exhibit No. 4 .), y 

This information is being placed on the 
Administrative Section because of the uncertainty as to 
whether this material actually was CP lists, and no identifying 
data was in the possession of the New York Office to 
identify the subject as the person described cn the list, U 

At New York; New York 

T -8 advised cn January 24-, 19313, that he was in 
contact with LESTER RODNEY in January of 1935, and discussed 
the disclosure of a stool pigeon in the Civil Rights 
Congress in California,. RODNEY stated that the CP plans 
a project to educate its members how to discover stool 
pigeons in the labor movement. 

T-8 is described as an informant whose identity 
should continue to be concealed, but that he has furnished 
both reliable and unreliable information and who claims to 
have been associated with some of the leading members of the 
CP at the time he furnished this information, * 



ADMINISTRATIVE page 
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MY 100-13292 




aDl'iINTSTKaTIVri ( PONT 1 D ) 


(U) 

(U) 


It is being placed in the Administrative 
Section of this report since the meeting with RODNEY is 
uncorroborated, m 

an extra copy of this report is being transmitted 
to the Bureau since the subject has been involved with the 
State Department regarding his passport and will in the 
near future leave for Europe and it is anticipated that 
the Bureau, in the future, may have need to supply copies 
of instant report to the State Department, [/j 

It is to be noted that the subject's wife is 
a Security Index subject of the New York Office 

Information pertaining to the subject has been 
reviewed in the preparation of this summary report and 
it is. indicated that he should continue to be maintained 
on the Security Index, The SI card was reviewed and 
found to be accurate. 

The pretext ..call \,o the subject's home on 
January 1, 195>6, was made by SA | I under 

the pretext that the caller wished to congratulate the 
subject "on his victory" in obtaining his passpcrt and 
desired to wish him "bon voyage," The caller, though not 
giving his name, led the subject's wife to believe he was 


a casual acquaintance of the subject, 


REFERENCE Report of Sa 


Bulet to New York, 12/7/55 * U 


], if/3/30, New York, 
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ice iVI emorandum • united stmes government 



6/ ' TO 
/ 


Director, FBI 



Legal Attache , London 1(100-1208 

A S) 

90BJECT: ^LESTER RODNEY , 

MEMAL -SECURITY" ■ " ' R w ( U ). . 

V X'v * I 

f 


(U) 



(U) 



The Bureau is requested to furnish a summary of available 
background and security data respecting RODNEY. U 


(U)' 


have classified their information "SECRET 

.81 


•'X 






be 

b7C 

b7D 


JPOsic - 

-P- 

(7) ■ • ■ - 

CC: ' 100-281 (JOHN WILLIAMSON), 


INDEXED K 



REQ. REC’O — 
date FOSW.o^ 

HOW 
av 


/6 


.'•1^- 3, i 

fc 3 ^ j 
Jr v-’-a-v . • 


■ ?! * I . »V ><' 

; v 


/A ^ 1 P 


DATE; OF REVIEW 

DECLASSIFY ATIQ8L « - 


(U) 


1 





sVandard form no. 64 


DEC LAS CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AU'^MTIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
.DATE l^R-ZOlCi 


% 


FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI (100-^8858) 


DATE! 1/17/58 


SAC, New York (100-13292) 


-^UNAVAILABLE SECTION” 


subject: LESTER RODSTEIU, wa. 

SK-C 


A CafdUXJk 

\ ^ — 3u & ' <3 £ 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the” 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


t -rs /.GENCIES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


no/kei 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, 


ALIEN 

.INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) V ° ut of the C °untry 


TAB FOR DETC0M_ 
DATE OF BIRTH 


TAB FOR C0M3AB 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

Covering 1958 Winter Olympics in Italy for the "Daily Worker 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


Temporarily in Italy ~ . >- ''L-JT 

jvjoT RECORDED J 



REGISTERED MAIL 

66 J” 

EJC:MTR 


REVIEW FOR 

!-Hi AQQimr»/\Tinfi 
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iaisor Unit 

5r. Jackson 










(U) 


(U) 


Legal Attache, London (T February 13, 1956 

Director, FBI ^00-4645^X1^ (p (U) 


-LESTER RODNEY __ 
\SECURITY MATTER - Cjw 


(U) 


Reference is made to your letter dated 
January 24, 1956. (| 

Enclosed herewith for your information is 
one Photostat of the report of Edward J. Gibulay 
dated January 13, 1956, at New York, regarding the 
captioned subject. (1 

For your additional information the subject, 
a writer for the n Daily Worker," is a Security Index 
subject of the New York Office, who recently received 
a passport to cover the Winter Olympics in Italy. 

No investigation is requested in this matter; however, 
should you receive any additional information from 
your sources regarding the subject you should 
immediately advise the Bureau 



YELLOW: Subject oh SI. State, GIA and Legat,Rome, 
previously advised and furnished reports regarding 
this subject. 


JAJtplc/ 
(5) \ 


\ 


ec-Foreign Liaison Unit (Route through for review) 


extended 

fj^tension 

PCIW, V 

OftTE^UF REVIEW l 
rSMASSIFlCfttlON 

Board man 

Nichols 

Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr 




LSS AT 
11 FEB 1 4 

CG/AM-F'J 


I J Sizoo . 





J 

H 1 




> x J ’ 






y 


r/ ■ 

k * 


t ? 

% YIJ 

jV' 


•*jer* ’■ 


.. m 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


<? 



XI 

c^j^y Liaison Section 


Mr. Jackson 
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data: 

To: 


From: 
Subjec tx 


February 2, 1956 

Mr . Limnts A. FI inn 
Li rector 

Office of security 
department of Stats 
SIS - £Bn& Street, M. f* 
Washington, S. .V* 

John Bdgar Soccer, Li reo . . „ _ 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

/ 

* "• T>X 

Jkl + . Aik ■<■(*** 

MMT'.ii * C; 


37 zr&vxas 





4& 






r.>.i 


poison 

Board man . 

Nichols 

Belmont _ 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Sizoo 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Holloman 

Gandy 


00 For your information there is tram 

mi th one copy of the report of Special 4yent _ 

dated January IS, 1956, at Sea l&rk, ite® Tor 4 * 
Us set forth in this report, the subject :"as to 2e.it te 
for SuroB* January 9, 1956, to cover the Glympia Gae.es 
for the r, Laily barker. T? -Jthar reports regarding the 
subject h:u:e previously been famished to you. 

(U) ftp investigation is requester in this mat^-ers 

however, this tiursau would a." predate receiving any 
info ruction &htch say ocas io ycur attention c a gam ft" 
the subject's activities while agreed. *A 

RECORDED >3 



"ec - director (k 
Central Into 

24.00 E Str&eif S 
%QBhingttm s ™ 



n 


teirej 
g'ense \$#ncy 

//* 


.a'.Evxv* 


be 

b7C 


1 


4*<dt 


%/Ujbure) 

See note pace 2. // 

% L tm 



See S^Legal Attache , RomeJ^ffr 

-,;cc - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route. ‘through for review) 
-NOTE ON YELLOWj 
lJAJ:amk a, 


V 
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rT" 


J 


$ 



ay couRiES §ss> 

^ . j 

10 1956 

0 1 FEB 3 

1^ 

. ri* 

COMM = F8F 

nr" 
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Letter to Mr. Dennis A. Flinn 
Department of State 


5536 


£o. 


NOTE TO LEGAL ATTACHE, ROUE 

* 


; %c 


(U) 


of the report of SA 


Enclosed KenewiM tax. mJlL i nformation is one copy 


dated January 13j 1956 } 


at New York regarding TKe capTToried, subject * Information 
contained in this report should not be disseminated to your 
sources nor should 'any active investigation be made of this 
subject. However 3 in the event you receive any information 
regarding the activities or statements of this subject from 
your sources hearing on the investigation at hand you should 
immediately report same to the Bureau . ^ 


b6 

hi 


: NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Subject in SI. X (U) 

l« 


! 

i 
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DECLASSIFj 

FBI auto: 

DATE 12-19 


I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
€ DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
010 


t 


c# 


FBI 


...CvJ 




v'>, 

transmit the following message via AIR*TUL 


Date; 3/2/56 


O’ 


(U) 

V 


h2 

ho 

blC 

hlD 


(Priorty or Method of Mailing) 
From SAG,. NTS YORK (100-86624) (#12-14) 

To; BO ’IS AIT (100-3-81) 

CP, USA - International Relations - Daylet 




(U) 



NY 694.-0 adv ised today that he rec eived a letter 


dated February 16 , from 
reported CP, USA "liste ning nos t" i.n T.nh TT — 

A A AVY1 V“1 k 4- » ^ -C> _ _ -t 


of JOHN WILLIAMSON, 
In addition 


^ 5( _ oomment s of personal nature,! |wrote "JOHNNY spent 

two weeks m the Yorkshire and fe^ishire Districts, came 
back for a couple of days and now will be gone for two or 

Inform^nt^hPi 1 rhlS t J me 1 wi ? h 1 could have gone with him." 

1 ?I 0ir ? ^ believes above quote reflects that VJILLI .MSON 

f/uA , Russian CP Congross in Moscow from 

also commented "It was wonderful 

to ,ec LnoToR on his way to the Olympics". Informant believes^ 

7 -Bureau (100-3-81) (rm) 

(1-100-11687) (JOHN WILLI'. MSP j ) (RM) 

( 1-100- ) I I (rm) 

LI-100- ) ( CL AUDI 4 joins) (RM) 

(sihioo-: ■ ) (lfstlr^qdncyt ( RM \ 

7-New York (100-56624) (#12-14) ™ 


1 


(1-100-23774) (JOHN VJTT.T.T vnru g) (57-6) 

— 1 (#7-6) 

L-IOO-I 8676 ) (CL/UDIA J 0 NT 3 ) (# 7 - 6 ) 

1-100-49162) (CP of Russia) (#12-14) 

U 100-8662 4-Sub A^(Cr, USA- International Relations -Daylet ) 

141-100-13292 )( LESTER RODNEY) (#12-1 6 ) 

AC^Tago (#6) , . 

mmaris m 

FC1M, u, 

Approved ; — — 3 ent m &B3BL 

opucial gont in Charge Iim jD OPPICES 

^ adviced ti . \ 

63 MAh § (i 135g 

s, 
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(U) 
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PAGE TWO 


(U) 


colu-nn i 3 ~r fer - C ? ^ L ' ]3T * ^WTX, "Daily Worker'* sports 
oia iniot. i j further mentioned visitinp’ "CL ttdt »* fl +- Q 

would' be to ~ rS , 1 . ooulan 'i OTlte about. The best thing 

nronci’l v ° * et her health tak “ bare of 

pol ‘ LJ DUu she still has no passport and that's 


important 


•X 


if I havo to^ff^" 1 "?^ llors £-*-“* ^ "* wrote "ploase ask my boss 
loavin»’l" 3 t ve-r 1A ®° ne ta J for . the throe months I worked before 

doesn't ro;ix^t^ S h ^ d to S bi n bac2 wiSn ^ Pr ° b * bly 
don't want anything like that to contend with* 


five years and 


‘"•x 


XELLY 


AS S I F I CAT I UN AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICJ^ 

J.9-2CU0 ~ « 



§ioi00 ^pnvtm^nt of Sfttoft * 
3 feSberal gUtmw nf Jttuestigattnn 

Washington, D. C. — . 

S 

April 25 , 1956 


LESTER, AODSTSIN, with alias 




F:E^oi/u^TEf iSl0N 

cpisfi j/ 1 -?.A:T>**- ' 

bat^of REViE^rm.;^ 

BEQLASSlFlCAT10fL.^/W— ' 



enclosure / 



CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FR.OJD: 
pi AUTOldffxi!^i|l CLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
'ATE 06 A,- 204,0 i|j|| 

< r * X PP 


L BUREAU OP INVEST 
'ATES DEPARTMENT Of 


f » 

fansf4eltt * 


0-9 


April 26, 1956 

To: COMMUNICATION^ SECTION. 

RECORDFD-a - - ' ' ' " £1 SAC, New Tort (100-13292) 

ntbumjr.u v^ ansmit the following mes^ge tl: 


Airtel 



LESTER RODSTEIN, SECURITY MATTER - 0. 

Re Bureau phone call to New York April 26, 1956* U 


Enclosed is a copy of State Department memorandum 
to Director dated April 25, 1956* Prepare memorandum suitable 
for dissemination to State Department setting forth subject’s 
activities up to d ate* not reflected in report of Special Agent 
I I dated January 13, 1956, at New York, or 

previous reports. Memorandum must arrive at Bureau by 
Monday morning April 30, 1956* U 

HOOTER 


Bufile 100~ 5 *6858 


Note on yellow: 


Subject In ST. State wants subjects activities up to 
in connection with consideration which will have to be given to 
subject *s expected application for passport in immediate futur.s^J^' 


date 


0TM:ph . i. 

0 +) f 



If 


Tolson 

Board man 

Nichols 

Belmont 

Barbo 

Wohr „ — 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

TFinterrowd 

Tele. Room 

Holloman - 

Gandy 



tV ^ 


• • '\r 
h‘J-J 


1856 



SENT VIA 


M 


Per 



FD-36 46-21-5$) 


DECLASSIFICATION luTHORUY DERIVED FROM 
FJ^^JJTOHATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
D^™,06-07”Z010 




F B I 


Transmit the following message via 


Date: 4/27/56 

AIRTEL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

From SAC, NEW YORK (100-13292) 

To: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-468511 

ATT: AsSt. Dir. A.H. BELMONT 


tsvsrfzi* 


LES 1 
Leste: 
SM - C 



ODSTEIN, wa. 
odney; 



Reference is made to t elephone call from Mr 
JAMES BLAND at the Bureau to SA [ 


on 4/26/56 requesting the New York Division to prepare a 
blank memorandum setting forth information concerning 
captioned subject's activities subseque nt to those contained 
in the report of SA | I dated 1/13/56, at 

New York. \) 

\ 

Enclosed herewith is requested blank memorandum 
concerning subject's activities and information received 
concerning the subject subsequent to the above mentioned 
report . ^ 


be 

b7C 


follows: 


Sources set forth in enclosed memorandum are as 


b2 

"b7D 


:» i 


ft 

5 


$ 



louts sura 

SNz 




(by request) 



X 


% 


L 


Careful consideration was given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in this memorandum 
only in those instances where. the identity of the sources 

must be oonoealed - w JbCkzkjL _ 

Bureau (100-46858 )(Encls. -5) ^ ti APR 30 1956 
1 - New York ( 100-13292) - 0 

COPIES DESTROYED 

153 JUN 30 1960 

i/^ent in Charge 


k \r 
V| ** 


BPMcM:AS (# 12-16) 
(5) 

Approved: 







Sent 


.M 






F B I 


Date: 


Transmit the following message via 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



From SAC, 

To: PAGE TWO 


Subject is carried on the Security Index of 
the New York Division and his SI cards are current 
and accurate. C. n*/ 

7 ^ 


KELEY 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 



Per 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
FBI ATmpATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE ^Ha.9-2010 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

r t~i 

EKT 

r.SASOs r-ou 

FC1?.1, ll, 1 “ 

April 27, 1956 

R©: Lester Rodstein, with alias ■ (U) 

Lester Rodney 


(U) 


Sympathies 

On September 20, 1955, Mr. Frank p. Lawley, jr.. 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General, Department of justice, 
Pennsylvania State Capitol . Harrisburg. Pennsylvani a, 
furnished to Special Agent f - & cap( j 

addressed to Governor John s* Pine, state Capitol, Harrisburg, 
Pepisylvania, dated July 2?, 1953, from Lester Rodney, 30 
pairview Avenue, New York City* This communication urges 
that Governor Fine reverse the "harsh and uncons ti tutional 
sentence against Steve Nelson"* 

On July 1, 1955, T-l, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that as of that date Steve 
Nelson continued to act as chairman of District 5 of the 
Communist party and gs such directed the activities of the 
Communist party in western Pennsylvania* 

Records of the Quarter Sessions Court, Allegheny 
County, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, revealed that on October 17, 
1950, a true bill was returned by a Grand jury charging Steve 
Nelson with violation of the Pennsylvania Anti-sedition law 
of 1939. \J[ 

Following a trial in the above court, which was concluded 
?^ anuary 3 Q , 1952, Nelson was found guilty and on July 10 , 

1952, was sentenced to 20 years in the Allegheny county, 
Pennsylvania workhouse and fined #10,000 and costs. Q 

O 11 29, 1952, Nelson filed an appeal from judgment 

and sentence and on January 25, 19 51f, the Pennsylvania supreme 
Court reversed the judgment in the case of the commonwealth 


h 

b 



isylvanxa vs st^vs Nelson and cyiashod tho indictment# 




"Property of the Federal Bureau of investigation. 
This memorandum is loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of investigation and neither it, nor its 
contents are to be distributed outside the agency 
to which loaned." 


COPIES DESTROYED 
153 JUIV 30 i960 
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On July 24, 1954, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
filed a petition requesting the Supreme Court of the United 
States to review the Nelson ease. (/( 

On October 14, 1954, the United States Supreme Court 
issued a writ of certiorari. Steve Nelson was tried in the 
United States District Court, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
was found guilty by a jury for violation of the Smith Act of 
1940 on August 20, 1953* (/{, 

On August 25 , 1953 , he and his co -defendants were 
sentenced to serve five years in a Federal Penitentiary for 
that violation. \\ 

On March 8, 1956, T-2, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that Lester Rodney had just 
returned to the United States from covering the Winter Olympics 
in Italy. According to T-2, Rodney claitiied to have spoken to 
some important people in Italy who told him that the new 
Communist Party line of peace and friendliness was so successful 
that Party recruiting was rapidly increasing, extending success- 
fully even to former members of Mussolini's Fascist Party .jg' 

Communist Party Fronts 


Labor Youth League (LYL) 

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.. (4 

On October 19, 1955, T-3, who has furnished’reliable 
information in the past, made available an undated leaflet 
entitled "LYL Speakers Bureau". This leaflet described the 
Speakers Bureau as a service initiated by the LYL in the boiler 
that "Marxism as a body of science and social philosophy today 
in the center of the great world debate and influence, should 
be presented by Marxists themselves." This leaflet contained 
instructions on how to obtain a speaker and all such requests 
were to be sent to "Speakers Bureau, Labor Youth League, 159 
West 23rd Street, New York City". Listed among the speakers 
on the leaflet was "Lester Rodney - Sports Editor of the Daily 
Worker' since 1 936.'^ j ^ 


- 2 - 


wsm 




(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist 
daily newspaper, the Sunday edition of which is "The Worker". ^ 

The "Daily Worker" issue of December 11, 1955 > 
page 15, column 4, contained an advertisement reading, 

"A Look at Sports Today; with Guest Speaker Lester Rodney, 
Baseball, Football, Olympics, Friday, December 16, Brownsville 
LYL, 170 Pitkin Avenue." 

On December 20, 1955 , T-4, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that on December 6, 
1955, a staff meeting of the Brownsville LYL was held at 
1647 St. Marks Avenue, New York City, at which the topic of 
discussion was the sports forum to be held December 16, 1955* 
featuring Lester Rodney. T-4 reported that this forum was to 
be Sponsored by the Brownsville LYL. 

On January 3, 1956, T-4 advised that on December 16, 
1955 a sports forum conducted by the Club Castro, Brownsville 
LYL, was .held which featured Lester Rodney of the "Daily 
Worker" staff, 

National Committee for Freedom of the 

Press and Affiliated Local Committees 

The National Committee for Freedom of the Press 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

On June 24, 1950, T-2, previously mentioned, advised 
that the National Committee for Freedom of the Press with its 
affiliated local committees constituted an. innocuously named 
instrument of the Communist Party, USA, devised to build up 
financial and .vocal. 1 support for the "Daily Worker and 
"The Worker". T-2 stated that in reality it is a "paper" 
organization whose structure geographically parallels that 
of the Communist Party, USA, and that for all practical purposes 
it is directed by MAX GORDON of the "Daily Worker", who usually 
addresses appeals or subscriptions, funds or other support to 
the press directors of the various Party units tinder the guise 
of appealing to the heads of the various Freedom of the Press 
Committees. 

, On March 27, 1956, T-5, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that on. March 14, 1956, 
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the subject was the main speaker at an affair held at the 
High Street Community Center, 65 High Street, Newark, New 
Jersey, which was sponsored by the New Jersey Freedom of 
the Press Committee. Rodney spoke on n An Exclusive Report 
on the 1956 Winter Olympics*. According to T-5, during his 
speech, Rodney urged that people purchase and read the "Daily 
Worker" and "The Worker" and said that this government instead 
of spending so much money on war materials should put more 
money into athletics as does Russia. He stated that every 
shop in Russia employing 150 people or more must have athletic 
facilities . 

On March 20, 1956, T-6, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that on March 1 6 , 1956, 

Lester Rodney was the main speaker at an affair held at the 
Inspiration House, 1867 Kalorama Road, Northwest, Washington, 
D.C., held under the auspices of the Washington Freedom of* the 
Press Committee. T-6 advised that Rodney spoke on the Russian 
sports program and Russian customs. He praised the Russians 
as fine gentlemen who showed good sportsmanship at all times 
even when a Russian sports star was beaten by an American 
sports star. According to T-6, Rodney also said that Russia 
is craving for peace and is willing to cooperate with any' 
country to attain that 

On March 19, 1956, T S-’J , who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that on March 17, 1956, 

Lester Rodney was the main speaker at a meeting sponsored by 
the Baltimore Freedom of the Press Committee held at 3105 
Mondawmin Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland. According to T-7> 
the main purpose of this meeting was to get as many people 
as possible to renew their "Daily Worker" and "The Worker" 
subscriptions. T-7 continued that Rodney spoke on his 
European travels and displayed a number of Communist Party 
posters used in Europe calling for peace and friendshipT^S^ 


Writings of the Subject Indicating Adherence to the Communist 
Party Line and/or Sympathy with the Communist Party Movement 


In the "Daily Worker" of December 2, 1955 > page 7, 
columns 4 and 5, the subject in his column "On the Scoreboard", 
wrote concerning the issuance of a passport and stated in part, 
It is solid to win for our paper the right to cover the 
Olympic games, a right denied us by the State Department three 
years ago. Freedom of the press is far from a dead letter in (£ 


I 






"times. You know, ‘Reds Recruit Jefferson*, and all that. 

Big joke. But just let the wise guys... say what other group 
in America besides the left fights for the good things Thomas 
Jefferson stood for?" 

"The Worker", issue of December 25, 1955* page 12, 
columns 1-5, contained an article entitled "The Worker sports” 
with a sub-title " r Bear.* ' Santa Claus" by-lined Lester Rodney. 
In part, this article stated, "A copy of a constitution of 
the United States of America to be served at breakfast, lunch 
and supper for Georgia's Governor Marvin Griffin and the card 
could say 'Merry Christmas, Governor, bo an American'.... 
a passport for one of America's greatest athletes and citizens 
of all times - Paul Robeson, a better good-will Ambassador 
than anyone we've sent abroad in a long time. (Yes, Santa 
Claus, I'm afraid I do include Mr. J.F. Dulles)", jjj 

( u ) On November 3, 1955, T-8, who has furnished reliable 

information in the past, advised that in June, 1955, the 
Council on African Affairs dissolved and at the time of its 
dissolution, Paul Robeson was Chairman of the organization. ^ 


The Council on African Affairs has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. y 

(U) T-9, who has furnished reliable information in the 

past, and who is a self-confessed former member of the 
Communist Party, advised in June, 1950, that Paul Robeson 
was known to him prior to 1945 as a concealed Communist.^* 

The "Daily Worker" issue of December 30, 1955, 
page 7 , column 4, contained subject's column "On the Scoreboard", 
which was a report regarding subject's Olympic coverage. This 
article was generally an appeal for the "Daily Worker" fund 
drive to furnish the subject with expenses during his coverage 
of the Winter Olympics in Italy. Rodney commented at one 
point, "We have our passport, thanks to a gradual return toward 
democratic sanity in our land." 


In the "Daily Worker" of January 5, 1956, page 7, 
column 4, the subject in his column "On the Scoreboard", set 
forth a letter from Fred Briehl from Wallkill, New York, dated 
January 2, 1955. In this letter, Fred Briehl comments that 
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our country in spite of all these years of cold war. 
persecution by those who would like to silence us" ,t{ 


In the "Daily Worker" of December 4, 1955, page 12, 
columns 1-5, in his column, "On the Scoreboard", subject 
wrote, "After what seemed like a stall by the Passport 
Division of the State Department, we wrote a letter to 
Secretary of State Dulles, .... We said, ’Failure to grant 
my passport to enable me as a Sports Editor to cover these 
sports events would be widely attacked as a violation of 
fundamental press rights w . 

The "Daily Worker" of December 5, 1955 , page 4, 
column 4, contained an article entitled "journalism Dep’t.", 
by-lined "Lester Rodney". This article in part stated, 

"if you ride the subways of New York you have seen the 
advertisement urging you to 'Give Truth Dollars to Fight 
Communism - Support Radio Free Europe ' . It isn ' t that anyone 
pays much attention to this sign... if they've gotten five 
bucks in contributions from Subway riders, it's probably 
a lot, and that from ex-Hitlerites who ran from the new 
democracies, certainly not from the ordinary American. " 

This article continues to set forth what is described as 
a "reverse situation" and questions the thoughts of American 
senators riding the Moscow subway should they see such signs 
reading, "Give Truth Dollars to Fight Capitalism - Support 
Radio Free America", j/, 

In the "Daily Worker" of December 13 * 1955 * page 7 , 
columns 4-5, the subject in his column, "On the Scoreboard", 
states, "Thanks to Aaron, the TV man of Washington Heights, 
who contributed $50.00 to the fund drive: $25.00 in admira- 

tion for Pettis Perry, jailed Communist leader, and $25.00 
for this c. c-olumss; ' . trip to Italy "l/f 


» 


Pettis Perry was one of the Communist Party leaders 
convicted on January 21, 1953 in the United States District 
Court, Southern District of New York, for violation of the 
Smith Act of 1940. ^ 

In the "Daily Worker" of December 20, 1955 , page 7, 
columns 4-5, the subject in his column "On the Scoreboard", 
wrote, "There are some who would try to make something funny 
out of the fact that the American left cherishes and adopts 
for itself the traditions of Jefferson in the context of his ^ 
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he is contributing the sum of $35*00 to assist Lester Rodney 
in financing his trip to Italy. In this same column under 
a sub-title "Journalism Department", Rodney writes. And 
now will they say that the Russians have deserted the Spirit 
of Geneva and revive the cold war because five million voters 
in France made the Communist Party the largest single party 
in the land? Seriously enough, it is not far fetched these 
days to expect some of the cold war howlers to say things 
like ’belying their words of peace, the Russians once again 
open the cold war as the elections in France showed’. It 
would certainly be no crazier than saying, which was said, 
that the Russians were guilty of aggression when the anti- 
colonialist Nationalist Party gained in Indonesia] Or that 
the Russians revived the cold war when they observed that 
it wasn't right for our government heads to send New Year's 
greetings openly calling for revolt against the governments 
of Eastern Europe." 


In 1952, [ 


] Tax Collector, Gardiner, 


b6 

hlC 


New York, advised that Briehl’s farm was owned by Edna Briehl 
biit had been operated by her husband, Fred Briehl, for the 
past 25 years. 

George Hewitt, a self -admitted member of the 
Communist Party from 1928-1942, who is now deceased, advised 
in April, 1946, that when he had visited Briehl ’s farm 
approximately 10 years previously, the farm had been used 
as a secret training school for Communist Party members drawn 
from, all over the United States. 

On August 17, 1945, John J. Huber, who was a member 
of the Communist Party from March, 194Q to December, ‘ 1946, 
advised that Fred Briehl operated a farm at Wallkill, New 
York. According to Huber, Briehl’s farm was used as a resort 
for Communist Party members. 

The "Daily Worker" issue of August 31 > 1942, con- 
tained an article which reflected that Fred Briehl was elected 
to the New York State Committee of the Communist Party in 1942 

T-10, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on various occasions in 1953 and as late as 
August 23, 1954, that well known leaders of the Communist 
Party were still patronizing Briehl ’s farm, 
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In the "Daily Worker" of January 18, 1956, page 7, 
column 4, the subject in his column "On the Scoreboard , 
described his visit to the British' "Daily Worker office in 
London, England. In part he wrote, "Since our great passport 
lockup has made an American visitor from the left a great 
rarity, I was greeted with cordial interest and with more than 
one chuckling remark like, *0h, you got out, did you? Good 
for you. ' They all wanted to know when the beloved Paul 
Robeson could come, saying his fight for the' right to travel 
was known throughout the land. " ^ 

The "Daily Worker" of January 24, 1956, contained 
an article entitled "City Run by French Communists , by-lined 
Lester Rodney. This article describes the visit of the 
subject to the City D'lvry, France, which according to Rodney, 
has been governed by Communists for 30 consecutive years with 
the victorious Communist vote constantly rising. The subject 
describes the admiration for Thorez ,■ French Communist leader, 
which is evident in the City and points out how 30 years of 
Communist rule have gained the people of the City many 
advantages. Subject describes his visit to workers' houses 
and schools, all of which he points out are on a higher level 
than almost anyone in France. 
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In the "Daily Worker" issue of January 30, 1956, 
page 7, columns Ij. and 5> the subject, in his column 
"On the Scoreboard" described his impressions of the city 
of Paris. In part, the subject, states, "I was lucky enough 
to be able to attend a meeting, what we would call a mass 
meeting, on the anniversary of the German poet, Heinrich 
Heine, addressed by Communist Party leader Jacques qucIos 
and a prominent literary figure .... For an American 
leftist, be it said, it is quite a sensation to walk around 
a city where the Communist Party is the largest in the land, 
and to walk through working class areas where 90 per cent 
voted Communist." 

The "Daily Worker" issue of February 19 56, 

page 1, column 1, contained an article by-lined Lester 
Rodney entitled "Rodney at the Olympics". This article 
concerns an interview by Rodney with Gtakar Bedner, President 
of the Czechoslovakian Hockey League. Also present as a 
translator was Miroslav Hladky, Sports Editor of a Prague 
youth paper, "Mlada Fronta." 

In this article Rodney reports his discussions 
with Hladky, and points out that Hladky informed him that 
the state pays for medical and dental care, and all of the 
workers are happy and contented. According to this article, 
Hladky stated that most Czechoslovakian workers en$oy modern 
apartments and conveniences. 

"The Worker" issue of February S» 1956, page 3, 
column 2, contains an article entitled "Olympics Do More 
Than United Nations" by-lined Lester Rodney. This article 
points out the congenial atmosphere existing between members 
of the Soviet and United States ski jumping teams during the 
winter Olympics in Italy. It contains an interview by 
Rodney with Art Devlin, American Team Captain, in which 
Rodney quotes Devlin as stating that the Russians are 
"regular" and "someone sure has been dishing out a lot of 
bull about those Russians." 

In the "Daily Worker" of February 6, 1956, page 
column k> the subject, in his column "On the Scoreboard", 
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wrote in part, “This German unity, plus the first time 
winter participation of the Soviet Union’s splendid and 
popular young men and women, helped give this special tone 
to these Olympics along *rith their setting in Italy. . . • 
Circulation drive note: Everyone in Europe quickly asks about 

our paper circulation. They placed great importance on it in 
the world peace movement." \\ 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 7, 1956, 
page 1, column Ij., contained an article entitled "Regular 
Fellows", by-lined Lester Rodney. This article concerns an 
impression of the Soviet athletes as individuals and 
competitors, and in comparing Russian athletes with American, 
Rodney wrote, "It is silly, it Is vulgarizing for an American 
to sit above this looking down and, struck by the resemblance 
to Americans in manner, think that perhaps the factors of 
vast and beautiful countries with great spaces, frontiers 
that were or are being vigorously conquered, and knowledge 
of national strength (I don't mean Dulles' kind of military 
strength! j and potential, could account for a similarity of 
good and easy humor and manner? Is it silly? QK excuse 
it then. Let's just say I like these Russians and we'll 
get into no arguments."]^ 

"The Worker" issue of February 19, 1956, page 7, 
column 1, contained an article entitled "Why Italy and 
France Made Such Low Scores at Winter Games", by-lined 
Lester Rodney. This article consisted of a discussion as 
to the low scores made by Italy and France at the winter 
Olympics, and in part stated, "Our athletes, almost without 
exception, were marvelous ambassadors wro lost or won 
with equal graciousness, and in their normal, friendly 
relations with the athletes from 'behind the iron curtain* 
as the idiotic phrase goes, had plenty to teach our own 
State Department." 


In this same article, Rodney discusses the "CCCP" 
on the ooats of the Russian athletes. He states, "The 
Italian. . . put his finger on the »CCCP» and asked as best 
he could, what it meant. The Russian started to try to 
explain, when a somewhat older Italian worker stepped over 
and said, 'Union Sovieta Socialista Republica' and with 
emphasis and almost pride to the younger worker repi*3.tf§4L 
'Socialista!' as if to say vie could use some of that stuff 
too." N 
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The "Daily Worker" issue of February 22, 1956, 
page I, column 2, contained an article entitled "What 
Italy’s Young Men Read", by-lined Lester' Rodney. This 
article in part stated, "Rome, Italy. --Publications put 
out by the Federation of Communist Italian Youth are some- 
thing to write home about. In my interview with Enrico 
Berlinguer, General Secretary of the Federation, I was 
presented with an arm full of magazines and publications." 
Rodney continues to describe the various magazines and 
publications published for the most part by the Federation 
of Communist Italian Youth. |i 


"The Worker" issue of February 26, 1956, page 3, 
column 2, contained an article entitled "Rodney: How 

Stupid Do They Think We Are", by-lined Lester Rodney. 

This article concerns an assertion by "Newsweek Magazine" 
that the assassinator of Leon Trotsky, known as Jacques 
Mornard, was a Communist. Rodney states, "Of course Mornard 
wasn’t a Communist at all, but one of the little anti- 
communist Trotskyite sect members. As if Newsweek didn’t 
know. Communists scorn and reject personal terrorism of all 
kinds, basing themselves in theory and practice on mass 
democratic movements of the people." |i 


Continuing Rodney writes, "Since no member of a 
Red Army has set foot over Any border since Y-E Day, since 
no Soviet spokesman Has even threatendd to, but instead 
has proclaimed peace every day from the Kremlin-top, will 
Newsweek please give just one teeny weeny fact, naming time 
and place where ^the Red Armies seem likely to roll at 
dawn next day’?" ]J^ 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 27, 1956, 
page 1, column 4, contained an article entitled "Italy’s 
Best-Liked Paper", by-lined Lester Rodney. In this article 
Rodney discusses "L’Unita" described by Rodney as Italy’s 
most widely circulated newspaper. In this article Rodney 
describes the Communist Party of Italy as "the staunchest 
fighter for peace." (A 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 2, 1956, page 2, 
column 1, contained an article entitled "Rodney Interviews 
an Italian Communist", by-lined Lester Rodney. This article 
reports an- interview of Rodney with Velio Spano, described I / 
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by this article as being in charge of the Italian Communist 
Party Foreign Section, member of the Party’s Central 
Committee, and a Senator in the Italian Parliament. The 
interview covers the meaning of the Geneva Conference and 
Spano’s comments concerning the Dulles "brink of war" 
article in "Life Magazine". 

The "Daily Worker" issue of March 5, 1958, page 7, 
column l|.» contained Lester Rodney’s column "On the Scoreboard." 
This article reports Rodney’s impressions of Paris and Rome, 
and in part states, "In Rome the Most striking poster was 
" that of the Communist Party Oh the voting results in France. . if 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 8, 1958, page 1, 
column 2, contained an article entitled "They’re Watching 
Our Circulation", by-lined Lester Rodney, in which he comments 
on the interest shown in the "Daily Worker" by people he 
met while in Europe. Referring to American reporters at 
the Olympics, Rodney states, "It gave them a feeling about 
our country’s democratic traditions winning over McCarthyism 
to see a DW reporter with a previously unobtainable passport. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 9* 1958, page 7, 
column ij., contained Lester Rodney’s column "On the Scoreboard" 
which column was captioned "Suggestions for J. Edgar’s 
Professors." The article concerns a news item in the "New 
York Times" newspaper concerning a five week training course 
recently concluded by the FBI in New York City. Rodney 
states that the "New York Times" article displayed a photo- 
graph showing various police activities. He states, "Looking 
over this display I was struck by the absence of quite a 
few well known FBI techniques and practices." The author 
then ridicules the FBI and sarcastically suggests certain 
courses "for the next school conducted by the men of J. 
Edgar." \l 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 12, 1958, page 1, 
column 1, contained an article entitled "Overflow Crowd 
Hails W. J, Foster and Davis", by-lined Lester Rodney. .This 
article consists of a report by Rodney on the speeches made 
by William Z. Foster, Eugene Dennis and others on the occasion 
of Foster’s 75th birthday and the return to active political 
life of Benjamin J. Davis Jr. [J 
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Benjamin J. Davis Jr. and Eugene Dennis were two 
of the eleven members of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party who were convicted on October lij., 194-9 , 
in the United States District Court, Southern District of 
New York, for violation of the Smith Act of 194-0* l/| 


The "Daily Worker" issue of June 19, 1953» pag® 2, 
column 1, in an article entitled "Poster Wires Clemency 
Plea to Eisenhower," William Z. Poster is described as 
Chairman of the Communist Party. \k 


I 




The "Daily porker," issue of March 18, 1956, page 
12, column 1, contained an article by-lined by Lester Rodney, 
entitled "Open Letter to a Sorry Defeatist." This article 
consists of an answer by Lester Rodney addressed to one 
■William Benton, of Southport, Connecticut, who had written 
to the "New York Herald Tribune" newspaper concerning the 
Soviets* use of sports as part of the cold war. In part, 
Rodney writes," let’s cut down the cold war arms bud- 

get, which has no more reason for existence, use the money 
for sports facilities for all, and help lick juvenile 
delinquency and aid amateur sports with a healthy youth in a 
peaceful America.” 

The "Daily Worker,” issue of March 22, 1956, page 
7, column 4, contained an article by -lined by Lester Rodney, 
which concerned the cancellation of a weight lifting contest 
b'etween Soviet and American teams, after the Soviet team 
refused to submit to fingerprinting and sign a questionnaire. 
Contained in the article is an unsigned letter which reads, 
"Dear soviet weight Lifters - I am profoundly ashamed of 
the bourish laek of hospitality of my State Department. I 
apologize to you for it, and feel certain the vast majority 
of Americans would feel the same way if they knew about it. 

It is a darn shame and an outrage that the striped pants 
boys are permitted to hurt our country* s good name before 
the world the way they do, and we ought to raise a lot more 
hell about it than we do. P.S. - nobody was fingerprinted 
at Cortina nor will they be in Melbourne." £( 


The March 25, 1956, issue of "The worker," page 
10, column 1, contained an article entitled "An American 
Visits an Italian communist college,” by-lined Lester Rodney. 
In this article Rodney comments about the "Instltu Di Studi 
Comunisti” located south of Rome, Italy. Among the Items 
discussed by the article were the volume of books put out 
by the communist press at low cost, the abundance of food at 
the school and the free wine given to the schobl by the local 
peasants, all of whom were either communists or Socialists. 

A large portion of the article was concerned with remarks 
made by Mario Spinella, Director of the school, to Lester 
Rodney on the subject of communism in Italy, with particular 
emphasis on the operation of the above mentioned communistic 
school. )! 


In the "Dally worker," issue of April 5 > 1956, the 
subject, in his column "On the Scoreboard," commented on the 
banning of soviet Olympic weight lifting team members from 
entering the united States for failure to comply with the 
State Department regulations. Rodney stated that this was 
"because Washington insisted on insulting the visitors with 
fingerprinting. The column reported that American weight 
lifting officials had been "the guests of the Soviet weight 
lifters last June (sans fingerprinting) and held cordial 
meetings with the Russians before friendly > enthusiastic 
crowds in Moscow and Leningrad." 


"The worker," issue of April 8, 1956, page 1, 
carries a headline "Freedom of Press wins - We Are Back." 
Accompanying this article, by-lined by Lester Rodney,, is a 
photograph of the "Daily worker" staff. The article reports 
on the return of the "Daily worker" staff to its'ioffices on 
April 3rd, after seizure eight days previously by the 
Treasury Department on a tax claim. The article states, 1 in 
part, "a big business government attempt to suppress a 
people’s paper had failed," and spoke of "the steady pattern 
of harassment which has attempted for years to close down 
its voice for people on every possible pretext," The 
article, in its conclusion, stated that it was certain 
"the attempt to destroy the Bill of Rights by devious ruses 
would be detected and fought by aroused Democratic opinion, 
in the future, as in the case of the great ’tax* seizure." 

In the "Daily worker," issue of April 9, 1956, 
page 7, subject. In his column "On the Scoreboard," comments 
on a statement by Senator John Marshall Butler, of Maryland, 
whom he reported to have "ranted that U.S. Olympic officials 
should strive to have the soviet union’s ’barbaric goon 
squads’ banned from the forthcoming Olympic games." After 
discussing statements of Avery Brundage, International 
Olympic President, concerning Soviet participation in the 
games, Rodney concludes the paragraph "as for Senator John 
Marshall, barbaric goon squad Butler, the voters of the 
sovereign State of Maryland could well think of the 

U.S. Senate.* of such prime squirrel bait.” 
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RECORDED - 15 Washington , D* <?, 

v Front John Edgar M cover, Director 
l- r Federal Bureau of Investigation jt 
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Subject t LESTER R0DS2XIN 
SECURITY MATTER 


Reference is made to my memorandum dated 
February 3. 1956, transmitting the report of Special 




Agent 


frr v W v V^V I N * fTVf * vr VJ 

dated January 13, 1956 , at 
New Fork and your memorandum dated April Z$, 1956, 
regarding the captioned individual « (/{ 

JTt is noted that yon desired to he a'utsed 
of the activities of this subject subsequent to the 
report of reference * Enclosed harevt th for .'jour 
additional information is one copy of a acmorandtm 
dated April 17, 1956, for that purpose * U 
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Subject in SI. Subject , an alleged sports 
writer for the lt Daily Worker," was granted a temporary 
passport to cover the Winter Olympics in Italy . Subject, 
during 1953, attempted to secure a passport for the 
Olympic Games at Helsinki, Finland, but was refused a 
passport at that time. State Department memo of reference 
requested additional information concerning subject *s , l 
activities subsequent to the date of referenced report | 
to be forwarded to State Department by Mav 1, 1956. 
Information requested in vieto^ of. ed ilbo jr$ q J> ! comments in 
other newspapers concerning '^subject 1 s~ coverage of 
Winter Olympic G~mes in Italy which indicated that subjec 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: continued 


wrote concerning political matters rather .than sports 
Memorandum of reference received 4-26-56 and New York 
instructed by airtel and telephonically to prepare a 
memo setting forth the subject *s activities to be 
forwarded to reach the Bureau by 4-30-56. fQ ® a 
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A: tricar? kbassy, Ronju* Italy 

icy 10, 1956 

» 

t ' 


Dear Scott* 


I have* footed ultlyVjirious sources about the activities 
of i-x* Leste^adney, ne Kodstein as requested in your letter 
of April 25. ^The CIA representative and the, FBI representa- 
tive in our Bobassy have ascertained ftoti I I 


'VX'v^v '■* t.o \ \VvX>^\'Ch. 

Our US IS representative has also checked v/ith v ious 
American newspapermen in Rome, who kno. nothing about 
Rodney’s activities. Kov?ever, it has been r.njjjestad that you 
might vie h to c. ntact some- of the following newspaper 


peo 

arc* 

pie no*,. In 

the U. S» who were here at that tine* The*: 


1 AP, Lev, Yorks 1 L CDS, /asLioat'.nf- and 

1 _| 

of the Chicago Daily hews. You night also x.lsh 

to c ontact 

an ’| ^ bat! of U3XA, Paris. 


f* 


Scott McLeod, /snuire. 

Administrator, bureau n? Security and 
Consular • ffairs. 

Department of State, 

„>$ • Washington, i>. C. 

fiA , 


J* , ) 
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I have asked the Consul General in Horse to circularize 
the various Consulates in Italy to see if they have any infor 
maticn on P.odney’s activities in Italy. I do not hold out 
much hope though from these sources* 

With best regards 

Sincerely, 


Clare Boothe Luce 


FX’. i'i Ilian son/ cgw 
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DIRECTOR, FBI, (100-46858) 
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LSSTER‘" y R ODSTE HI 
Si-1 - C 


„TES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 
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7/3/56 


Reurlet 6/29/56. 


advised on 7/3/56 that 


, . , , , ' . ' ' ' I I wv " v v * i ’‘ J vxx / / _>/ Ulltt O 

I subject, who is sports editor of the "Daily Worker", is the only 
employee of that paper who has expressed any desire or* is likely 
to visit Australia to attend the Olympic Games. Accordin' 7 to 
informant, it is possible that even subject may not go because 
of the poor financial condition of the "Daily Worker". The Bureau 
will be advised of any developments in this matter, 
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fat /) FEDERAL BUREAIJI OF INVESTIGATION , 

(J fa - 1 

Reporting office office of origin date I investigative period 

NEW YORK NEW YORK Q ^ 56 7/9-13, 16, 17,19,20/56; 




79-13,16,17,19,20/56; 


TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 


LESTER^WDSTE'3®, BfifS 
Le s t er' ^odne y 

Lea / 

(Y i 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER 


SYNOPSIS: I 


l O „ 

a / 

g cn P' 

“ s 


m'v 

5 ° f 

3 p w o J 

^ h f-t F3 
E r t H-, £H 

(In ^ Sj 
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LESTER RODSTEIN resides 30 Fairview Avenue, 

NYC, and is employed as sports Editor of the \., 

"Daily worker" and "The worker", 35 East 12th ij 

Street, NYC* in January and February, 1956, 
subject accredited correspondent for "Daily . 

Worker" and ’’The worker" to 1956 winter Olympics nc^~ 
held in Italy 0 t- 1 advised R0DSTEIN a CP member v < 

based on his connections with the aforementioned 
newspapers# t- 2 advised subject scheduled to 
speak i]./lIj./56- at CP fund raising party# communications 
bearing subjectts name or address sent to various 
convicted CP offioals during latter part of 1955* 
Subject speaker at functions sponsored by Freedom 
of the press committees in New jersey, Maryland, 
and Washington, d* C*, during March, 1956# subject 
listed as member of "LYL speakers Bureau," scheduled 
to speak at LYL Sports Forum and on 1713/56 was 
main speaker at affair sponsored by "now challenge#" 
Subject in contact with CP officals March and April, 
1956* various articles by-lined LESTER RODNEY, 

1955 - 1956 appearing 
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5 / y j /. 

y/^ n 

3 (U~J 
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loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it n 


0. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE*- 


heagfinnvto which loaned. 
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SYNOPSIS (CONT»D) 

(U) in '[Daily worker" and "The worker" set forth* 

Subject expressed preference for American Labor 
party from 1950 to 1954 inclusive* ^ 

- C •* 



DETAILS i 


be 

b7C 


A* Residence 


I. BACKGROUND 


A person who identified 
[ was telephonically contacted 
’airview Avenue, new york city. 


On July 17, 1996 
herself as subjects s 
under pretext at 30 _ . 

by a special ^ Agent of the FBI* This person advised that 
subject continues to reside that that address* 

B» Employment 


fbe "pally worker" issue of January 10, 1956* 
page three , column two, contained an item entitled, 
Lester Rodney on way to Italy," This article read. 
'Lester Rodney, sports Editor of the Daily worker and 
The worker 9 left yesterday via pan American Airways 
for Italy, . He is en route to cortina dfAmpezzo, Italy, 
where he will cover the winter Olympics being held 
January 28th through February 5th*" 

The "Daily worker" is an East coast communist 
daily newspaper, the Sunday edition of which is "The 
Worker*" ^ 

On January 16 , 1956, an unidentified individual 


< 
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™£ S *? e \l P ^ ni S ally contacted at the 
Daily Worker under pretext by a Special 
^ S f n ^ S£ ££ e PBI * This person advised that LESTER RODNEY 
had left the United States for Europe a few days previously 
to cover the 1956 Winter Olympics for the paper. U\ 

The "Daily Worker" issue of March 29, 1956. 
page eight, column five, identified LESTER RODNEY as 
sports Writer of the "Daily Worker" and the chairman 
of the American Federation of Labor-Congress of 
industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO). newspaper Guild Unit 
at the newspaper. 

The telephonic pretext on July 17, 1956, 

P erson identifying herself as the subject's 
wixe, set forth above, also ascertained that subject, 
continued his^af filiation as Sports ' Editor of the 
' Ba iiy Worker 'at 35 East 12th Street, Ne.w'York’ CftyM 


II. 


AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


(U) 


A. Evidence of Communist Party (CP) Membership 

-, on . 0r } December 23, 1955, T-l, who has furnished 
i a ££ e lni carnation in the past, advised that as of 
that time, LESTER RODNEY expected to leave for Paris . 

i956, to cover the Winter Olympics for 
£, he ti5 a ££ y Worker." T-l advised that RODNEY joined 
the Daily Worker" staff before World War II, entered 
the Armed Forces and subsequently returned to the 
Daily Worker following his military service. T-l 
ststted that his opinion, RODNEY, in view of his 
position with and activities in the "Daily Worker " 
was undoubtedly a member of the CP.^^^ 

.°S Apr :4 1 3. 1956, T-2, who 1ms furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that on 
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April 11, 1956, a meeting of the Greenwich Village 
Section, New York County CP was held at which 
invitations to a fund raising party scheduled for 
April 14, 1956, were distributed. T-2 stated that 
this fund raising party was to be held at 39| Washington 
Square, South, New York City, and LESTER RODNEY, Sports 
Editor of the "Daily Worker" would be the main speaker. 
T-2 described the scheduled affair as a CP fund raising 
party. & 

B. Evidence of CP Sympathies 


On September 20, 1955, PRANK P. LAWLEY, Jr., 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General 3 Departments of Sustxce., 
Pennsylvania State Capitol ■ Karri shurp 11 * f Pennsylvania^ 

furnished to SAl [ a communication 

addressed to JOriN s. PINE, Governor of Pennsylvania, 
bearing the return address, LESTER RODNEY, 30 Pairview 
Avenue, New York City. This communication urged PINE 
to use his good offices to bring about a reversal of 
the "harsh and unconstitutional sentence" against 
STEVE NELSON. 

Records of the Quarter Sessions Court, 
Allegheny County, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, reveal 
that on October 17, 1950, & true bill was returned 
by a Qrand Jury, duly convened, charging STEVE NELSON 
with violation of the Pennsylvania Anti-Sedition Law of 
1939. ^ 

Following a trial in the above court which 
was concluded on January 30, 1952, NELSON was found 
guilty and on July 10, 1952, he was sentenced to 20 
years in the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania , Workhouse 
and fined $lO,QOQ.O0 and costs. On July 29, 1952, 

NELSON filed an appeal from Judgment and Sentence 
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and on January 25, 19 54 , the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court reversed the Judgment in the case of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania versus. USE-SON 
and quashed the indictment. ^ 

On July 24, 1954, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania filed a petition requesting the 
Supreme Court of the United States to review the 
NELSON case. VI 



On October 14, 1954, the United States Supreme Cour 
issued a writ of certiorari, 


(U) 


Records of the United States District 
Court, Pittsburgh, reveal that NELSON was convicted 
for violation of the Smith Act of 1940 on August 20, 
1933, and was sentenced to five years in a penitentiary- 
type institution by Judge RABE F. MARSH, United States 
District Court, Pittsburgh, on August 25, 1953. NELSON 
is presently at liberty under $25,000.00 bond pending 
his appeal to the United States Supreme Court. I>( 


On December 30, 1955, T-3, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that during 
the 1955 Christman season, greetings were sent to 
VICTOR JEREMY JEROME, United States Penitentiary, 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, bearing the return address, 
land LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview Avenue, New 


York City. 


VICTOR J. JEROME is one of the CP leaders 
convicted in the United States District Court, 
Southern District of New York, on January 21, 1953, 
for violation of the Smith Act of 1940. 


On December 30, 1955, T-4, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that during 
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the 1955 Christmas season., greetings were sent to 
PETTIS PERRY , Federal Correctional Institution, 
Danbury, Connecticut, bearing the return address, 

CLARE and LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview Avenue, New 
York City.,g* 

T-5* who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised oh August 25, 1954, that PETTIS 
PERRY was Chairman of the Communist Party, United 
States of America, (CP, USA), Farm Commissibn.'^ 

The "Daily Worker" issue of September 14, 
1954, page four, column two, reflected that PERRY 
was a member of the National Committee of the CP.lj 

PERRY was one of the CP leaders convicted 
on January 21, 1953 * in the United States District 
Court, Southern District of New York, for violation 
of the Smith Act of 1940 and was incarcerated in 
January, 1955* and subsequently sent to the Federal 
Correctional Institution, Danbury, Connecticut, to 
serve his sentence. H 

On December 30, 1955* T-4 advised that 
during the 1955 Christmas season, greetings were 
sent to LOUIS WEINSTOCK, at the Federal Correctional 
Institution, Danbury, Connecticut, bearing the 
return address LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview Avenue, 

New York City, X 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK was sentenced to one to 
five years ?n prison on February 3, 1955, for .lying- 
in an affidavit to the Subversive Activities Control 
Board. WEINSTOCK was convicted on February 2, 1955, 
for falsely swearing to the board that there has been 
no committee or organization known as tbe "United 
May Day Committee 11 since 1948. He was acquitted 
on February 3* 1955* on his second count. The 
perjury conviction of WEINSTOCK was reversed on 
January 5* 1956, by the United States Court of Appeals, 
Washington, D. C. 
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_ On December 30, 1955, T-4 advised that 

during the 1955 Christmas season, greetings were 
sent to JACOB MINDEL at the Federal Correctional 
Institution, Danbury, Connecticut, bearing the 
return address, f l and LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview 

Avenue, New York City. ^ 

JACOB MINDEL was one of the CP leaders 
convicted in the United States District Court, 

Southern District of New York, on January 21, 1953, 
for violation of the Smith Act of 1940. He was 
remanded to jail on January 11, 1955, and is presently 
incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institution, 
Danbury, Connecticut. ^ 

On December 30, 1955, T-6, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that 1955 
Christmas greetings were sent to GUS HALL, Federal 
Peniten tiary, L eavenworth. Kansas, bearing the return 
address, r l and LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview Avenue, 

New York City. 

GUS HALL was convicted on October 14, 1949, 
in the United States. District Court, Southern District 
of New York, for violation of the Smith Act of 1940. 

On October 21, 1949, he was sentenced to five years 
imprisonment and fined '$10,000.00. He became a 
fugitive upon issuance of a Bench Warrant by the 
United States District Court, Southern District of 
New York, on July 2, 1951. HALL was apprehended on 
October 10, 1951, in Laredo, Texas, and was convicted 
in the United States District Court, Southern ’District 
of ^ New York, for- contempt of court. On December 19, 
1951, he was sentenced to a term of three years and 
is now serving his sentence in the United States 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. // 
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* On May 1 , 1956, T-7, who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, advised that during 
the Christmas season of 1955, greetings were sent 
to ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN at the Federal Reformatory 
for Women at Alderson, West Virginia, hearing the 
return address, LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview Avenue, 

New York City, 




ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, a member of the 
National Committee of the CP, USA, and Chairman 
of the National Womens Commission, CP, USA, was 
convicted of violation of the Smith Act of 1940 
on January 21, 1953, in the United States District 
Court, Southern District of New York. She was 
sentenced to three years imprisonment and fined 
$6,000.00. FLYNN began serving her sentence on 
January 11 , 1955, at the Federal Reformatory for 
Women, Alderson, West Virginia, 


H 


On January 3, 1956, T-8, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that during 
the 1955 Christmas season, greetings were sent to 
CARL ROSS, United States Penitentiary, McNeil Island, 
Washington, bearing the return address, LESTER RODNEY, 

30 Fairview Avenue, New York City.^. 

CARL EDWIN RASI, (commonly known as CARL 
ROSS), was arrested August 27, 1953, near Twain 
Harte, California in the company of ROBERT THOMPSON 
and SIDNEY STEINBERG for whom bench warrants were 
outstanding in United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York. ROSS was indicted by Federal 
Grand Jury for Northern District of California on 
September 16, 1953, for violation of accessory after 
the fact statute. He was tried and convicted on 
April 26, 1954, and on May 3, 1954, was sentenced 
to terms of one year each on two counts of the indictment. 


K 
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sentences to run concurrently, and was also sentenced 
to six months each on the third and fourth counts, 
these sentences to run consecutively to each other 
and consecutively to the first two counts, making 
a total of tvjo years imprisonment. t{ 

ROSS was received at the United States 
Penitentiary, McNeil Island, Washington, on June 
17* 1954, and was assigned United States Penitentiary 
registry Number 24290-M. On January 6, 1956, he was 
released from the institution, 

On March 8, 1956, T-l, previously mentioned, 
advised that LESTER RODNEY returned to the United 
States. from covering the Winter Olympics in Italy. 
According to T-l, RODNEY claimed to have spoken to 
some . important people who told him that the new 
CP line of "peace and friendliness" was so successful 
that Farty . recruiting in Italy was rapidly increasing 
and extending successfully >eyen to former members of 
MUSSOLINI'S Fascist Party. ^ 

C. Evidence of Membership in or Sympathy with CP 
Front Organizations 

National Committee for Freedom of the 

Press and Affiliated Local Committees 

The National Committee for Freedom of 
the Press (NCFP) has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. (4 

On June 24, 1950, T-l advised that the 
NCPF with its affiliated local committees constituted 
an innocuously named instrument of the CP, USA, 
devised to build up financial and vocul support for 
the "Daily Worker" and "The Worker." T-l stated 
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that in reality, it is a "paper 1 ' organisation whose structure 

geographically parallels that of the CP, USA a nd tha t 

for all practical purposes, it is directed by I I be 

I of the "Daily Worker' 1 who usually addresses b7c 

appeals or subscriptions for funds and other support 
to the press directors of the various Party units 
under the guise of appealing to the heads of the 
various Freedom of the Press committees 

On March 1 6, 1956, T-9, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that on 
March 14, 1956, an affair sponsored by the New 
Jersey Freedom of the Press Committee was held at 
the High Street Community Center, 65 High Street, 

Newark, New Jersey. T-9 advised the main speaker 
was LESTER RODNEY, Sports Editor of the "Daily Worker" 
who spoke on the Winter Olympics in Italy and urged the 
people present to purchase and read the "Daily Worker" 
and "The Worker," RODNEY commented that the United 
States, instead of spending so much money on war 
materials, should designate more money for athletics 
as does Russia. 


On March 20, 1956, T-10 and T-ll , who have 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
on March 16, 1956, the subject was the main speaker 
at a meeting held under the auspices of the Washington 
Freedom of the Press Committee at the Inspiration 
House, 1867 Kalorama Road, Northwest Washington, D. 

C. T-10 advised that RODNEY delivered a speech on 
$jae Russian sports program and Russian customs-* 

RODNEY stated that Russia is craving for peace and 
willing to cooperate with any countries to attain 
that aim. 'ISC 


On March 19, 1956, T-12, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that on 
Marc'h 17, 1956, LESTER RODNEY was the main speaker^ 
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at a meeting sponsored by the Baltimore Freedom of 
the Press Committee held at 3105 Mondawmin Avenue , 
Baltimore, Maryland. According to T-- 12, the main 
purpose of this meeting was to get as many people 
as possible to renew their subscriptions to the "Daily 
worker and "The Worker." T-12 continued that RODNEY 
spoke on his European travels and displayed a number 
of Communist posters used in Europe calling for 
peace and friendship. 

Labor Youth League (LYL) 


(U) 


(U) 


The LYL has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

On October 19, 1955, T-13, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, made available an 
undated leaflet entitled, "LYL Speakers Bureau" which 
leaflet described the Speakers Bureau as a "service 
initiated by the LYL in the belief that Marxism as 
a body of science and social philosophy, today in 
the center . of the great world debate, and influence 
should be presented by Marxists themselves." The 
reverse side of the leaflet contained instructions 
for obtaining a speaker from the "Speakers Bureau, 

Labor Youth League, 159 West 23rd Street, New York 
11, New York." Included among the list of speakers 

was contained "Lester Rodney Sports Editor 

of the Daily Worker since 1936. He played an important 
role in fighting against Jim Crow in baseball."^ 

, . 0n December 20, 1955, T-14, who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, advised that a staff 
meeting of the Brownsville LYL was held on December 
6, 1955, at 1647 St. Mark's Avenue, New York City. 

The topic of discussion, according to T~l4, was a 
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Sports Forum sponsored by the Brownsville LYL to be 
held on December 16, 1955 * featuring IE32ER RODNEY 
as speaker, -fix r 



The "Daily Worker” issue of December 11 , 

15j column four, contained an advertisement 
reading, * ’A Look at Sports Today' with the guest 
Speaker Lester Rodney. Baseball, football, Olympics, 
Friday, Dec. 16. Brownsville LYL, 170 Pitkin Avenue, 
B'klyn, 1 M 


"The Worker” issue of March 25, 1956, 
page 16, column one, contained an advertisement 
entitled, "Our Olympic Future." This advertisement 
noted that LESTER RODNEY, Sports Editor of "The Worker" 
would appear -at 405 West 4lst Street, New York City, 
to give an "eye witness report from Cortina" on 
April 13 , 1956 , under the sponsorship of "New Challenge." 

° n May 8 , 1956, T-14 advised that at that 
time tne members of the LYL considered "New Challenge" 
to be the official publication of the LYL. 


_ __ On April 17 , 1956 , and April 19 , 1956, 

*“l£ an<i T-lb, who have furnished reliable information 
m the past, advised that nn April 13, 1956 , LESTER 
RODNEY was the main speaker at a program sponsored by 
New Challenge" held at 405 West 4lst Street, New 1 
York City. T-15 and T -16 advised that RODNEY delivered 
a speech on his trip to Italy following which an attempt 
was made to obtain subscriptions to "New Challenge 

D. CP Associates \ 


On or about January 24. 1QR6. tut 7 a 



\ . ' 1 , 
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JOHN WILLIAMSON was convicted on October 
14 , 1949 , in the United States District Court, 
Southern District of New York, for violation of the 
Smith Act of 1940. On October 21, 1949, he was 
sentenced to five years imprisonment and fined 
$10,000.00 by Federal Judge HAROLD R. MEDINA. 
WILLIAMSON was released from federal prison on 
March 1, 1955 * and was granted permission to leave 
the United States voluntarily under a warrant of 
deportation. He departed the United States for 
England on May 4, 1955. |i 


On March 11, 195*5, T-18, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that on 
that date, EUGENE DENNIS contacted LESTER RODNEY 
relative to changes in the text of a speech given 
by DENNIS at an affair held in honor of WILLIAM Z, 
FOSTER’S 75th birthday. ^ 


EUGENE DENNIS is the former National • 
Secretary of the CP, who was convicted on October 
14, 1949, for conspiracy to violate the Smith 
Act of 1940. He was released from the Federal 
Penitentiary at Atlanta, Georgia, on March'l, 1955, 
and is presently free on bond of $5,000.00 awaiting 
trial under the membership provisions, of the Smith ' 
Act of 1940.^ His bond is returnable to the United 
States District Court, Southern District of New York.- 
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Th e "Daily Worker" issue of June 19 , 1953, 
page two, column one, in an article entitled, "Foster 
Wares Clemency Plea to Eisenhower'J WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 
is described as Chairman of the CP, USA. ^ 

™ ^ 2 n M F ch 11 * 1 956, T-l8 advised that 

^ a ° e -’ TESTER R O r )i\TF,Y atte nded a conference 
wioh persons including 


and JOHN GATES 


b6 

b7C 


.. TT ° n °?J°5 er 1949, JOHN GATES was convicted 

? T he United States District Court, Southern District 
of New York, for violation of the Smith Act of 1940 . 
2? a f U } y , 2 i, 1 951, GATES surrendered to the United States 
District Court, Southern District of Mew York, and was 
incarcerated to begin serving a five sentence for the 
conviction. At the time of his incarceration, 
GATES was a member of the National Committee, CP, 

USA, and Editor of the "Daily Worker." 

. . _ . On March 1, 1955, GATES was released from 

the federal Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, upon 
completion of sentence for the above conviction. He 
was released to the custody of the United States 
Marshal and on March 1, 1955, was arraigned before 
a united States Commissioner at Atlanta, Georgia, in 
response to a Bench Warrant issued February 25, 1955, 
United States District Court, Southern District of 
New York ^ GATES is presently free on $5,000.00 bail 
pending lurther prosecutive action based upon out- 
standing indictment charging him with violation of 
tne Membership Clause of the Smith Act of 1940, t( 


at 




time 


On September 30, 1955, T-l a dvised tha t 


was employed as 


of the •• naiiy worke r."' T-l s ta fes t o 

T» 1° “U ^ I I . 


2£t 


the best of his knowledge. 


had been a 
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Communist . for years and would havejto.be a 
at that time to hold his position with the 
Worker . " X 


CP member 
•'Daily 


On April 18, 1956, T-19, who was in a logical 
position to furnish reliable information, advised that 
on that date, the subject was in contact with HERBERT 
WEEELDIN . 

On June 22, 1955 j T-20, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that at 
that time, the Harlem Region CP leadership consisted 
of HERBERT WHEELDIN, OSCAR JAMES, and LOUISE JEFFERS. 
T-20 further stated on July 14, 1955, that HERBERT 
WHEELDIN was reported in overall charge of the Harlem 
Region, CP and was to operate the Harlem Region 
headquarters . yi 


E. Writings By-Lined LESTER RODNEY Evidencing the 
Furtherance of and Adherence to the CP Line 
and/ or Sympathy with the Communist Movement 


The "Daily Worker" issue of November 16, 1955, 
page six, column four, contained the column, "On the 
Scoreboard," by-lined LESTER RODNEY which stated 
in part: M 


"Thanks to 'western old timer' for $5, which 
he sends regularly, this one in memory of Bill Dietrich of 

Den_/er, splendid American Communist whom 1 met out there 
while sea cioned lor a little while in the now very 
famous Fitzsimmons General Hospital." K 


The "Daily Worker" issue of December 2, 1955, 
page seven, column four, contained the column, "On 
the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This item 
in part read: M 
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. xt is solid to win for our paper the 

right to cover the Olympic games , a right denied 

State Department three years ago. Freedom 
of the press is far from a dead letter in our country 
m spite of all these years of cold war persecution 
by those who would silence us,,. It is very exciting 
to look forward to going to Italy for the Daily 
Worker and sending back stories about this vigorous 
carnival of competitive friendly co-existence, 
which will feature athletes from all the main 
countries in the world, bar none.” 1 , 


The ''Daily Worker" issue of December 
1955 ^ page four, column four, contained the column 
Journalism Dept." by-lined LESTER RODNEY. In oart, 
this column read; w 


"If you ride the subways of New York, you 
have seen the advertisement urging you to 'Give 

Truth Dollars to Fight Communism Support Radio 

Free Europe I ' It isn 't that anyone pays much attention 
to this sign... but just think about it for* a moment. 

The .way to estimate something like this is to imagine 
it in reverse. Suppose our touring senators riding the 
Moscow^ subway, or in buses in Prague, Warsaw, or Budapest, 
read signs calling on theh people to 'Give Truth Dollars 

to Fight Capitalism Support Radio Free America! ' 

Unthinkable . . . . " 


The "Daily Worker" of December 13, 1955, 
pa,ge seven, columns four and five, contained the 
column, "On the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. 
This column in part stated: 


"Thanks to Aaron , the TV man of Washington 
Heights, who contributed $50 to the Fund Drive; $25 
in admiration for Pettis Perry, jailed Communist leader, 
and $25 for this column's trip to Italy, 
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PETTIS PERRY has been previously described, 

The "Daily Worker" issue of December 20, 

1955* page seven, column four, contained the column. 

On the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY . In part, 
this column read: 

"There are some who would try to make 
something funny out of the fact that the American 

and adopts for itself the traditions 
of Jeiferson in the context of his times. "You know 
•Reds Recruit Jefferson, * and all that. Rig 
joke. . Rut just let the wise guys, after their 
funny remark, say what other group in America besides 
the left fights consistently for the good things Thomas 
Jefferson stood for?" ^ 

"The Worker" issue of December 25, 1955, 
page 12, column one through five, contained an article 
entitled, "The Worker Sports" in the form of a letter 
captioned "Dear Santa Claus" by-lined LESTER. This 
article consists of several requests by "Lester" to 
Santa Claus, one of which reads, "a passport for one 
of America's greatest athletes and citizens of all 

times Paul Robeson, a better good-will ambassador 

than anyone we've sent abroad in a long time. (Yes, 
Santa, I'm afraid I do include Mr. J. P. Dulles).'^ 


On November 3* 1955* T 1-5 advised that in 
June, 1955* the Council on African Affairs (GAA) 
dissolved and at the time of its dissolution. PAUL 
RORESON was chairman of this organization, i&v 


The CAA has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

H. 
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in -f-vw* nac-^o' 1 '^ w £° 5 ? as furnish ed reliable information 
nf JiJf S? St J n< ^ w 5 ° 1S a self ”Confessed former member 
t°tsq cp ^ ad vised in June, 1950, that PAUL ROBESON 
was known to him prior to 1948 as a -concealed Communist^ 

The " Dail Y Worker :1 issue of January 5 , 1956 , 

£ a ®® K eVe ^ii P 01 ^ 1131 fom L contained the column, 5 ©n the 
Scoreboard by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This column in 
part consisted of a letter from FRED BRIEHL, Wallkill 
New York, to RODNEY enclosing $35.00 as a contribution 

n?vwi? anCing R0I)NEY ' S 4rip to Italy to ©over the Winter 
uiympips . ^ 

r 1 . Bfiehl * s Farm is located near Tillson 

Lake m the Town of Gardiner, Ulster County, New 

xOPK, ^ 


In 1952, 


Tax Collector, 


Gardiner, New York, acivised that BriehlLs FarnTwaiT’’ b7c 

2™® a BRIEHL but had been operated by her husband, 

PEED BRIEhL for the past 25 years, £/[ 


(U) 


np + . - nSf°? GE n DEWITT, a self-admitted member of the 
5 ? ? f om 1 }p^ 2 ’ wh0 now deceased, advised in 

April, 1946, that when he had visited Briehl's Farm 
approximately ten years previously, the farm had been 
used as a secret training school for CP members from 
all over the United States, ti 

_ The "Daily Worker" issue of August 31 , 1942, 
contained an article which reflected that FRED BR IEH L 
was elected to the New York State Committee of the 
cp . 


in the 
and as 
of the 


^“ 22 , who has furnished reliable information 
past, has advised on various occasions in 1953 
late as August 23, 1954, that well known .leaders 
CP were still patronizing Briehl's Farm. W 
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The "Dally Worker" issue of January 24, 1956, 
page one, column one, contained an article entitled. 
City Run by French Communists" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. 
This article in part read: U 


"D'ivry,- France-.-* — While in Paris on the way to 
Cortina d'Ampezzo for the Olympic games, I had an un- 
forgettable visit to this city of 48,000 on the edge 
of Paris, a city governed by Communists for 30 consecutive 
years with the victorious Communist vote constantly rising* 
And no wonder I . . . .What a documentary film the unique 
achievements of the Communist administration of D’ivry 
would make." This article goes on to describe the town of 
D'ivry and notes interviews with various residents of the 
town . U 


The "Daily Worker" of January 25, 1956, page 
seven, column four, coptains a continuation of the 
above article by-lined LESTER RODNEY, which compares 
the "Thorez" houses of D'ivry with Stuyvesant Town in 
New York, and states, "with much less resources at its 
command, it must be reported that the Communist 
government of D'ivry had a much greater eye for beauty 
than the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company." The 
article concludes with a description of the schools 
in D'ivery. 

The "Daily Worker" issue of January 26, 1956, 
page one, column one, contained an article entitled, 

"Cortina, End of the Line" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. 

In part, this article read: \\ 

"In the morning before catching a train 
toward Cortina, I managed to locate the Milan office 
of L'Unita, the Italian Communist Party organ. Oh, 
yes, . by actual count of newspaper readers, three out 
of five Italians riding in third class coaches read 
L'Unita. , .There were many questions about America, the 
coming elections, the difference betweep the two parties if 
any, and when and how the turn against McCarthyite repression 
began, to the extent there has been a turn. Did the U 
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DW play any role in this turn?... I sstid I thought the 
Senate censure of McCarthy had been very important 
psychologically , emboldening many liberal minded Americans 
T|o speak out on peace and civil liberties. William Z. 
foster, I recalled before the censure vote, had plainly 
stated thau this was no small matter, that it represented 
a crossroads, that if McCarthy was not censured, we 
would have taken a step on the road toward Fascism..,. 1 ^ 

£ ^' ne ’'Daily Worker 11 issue of January 30, 
lypo^ page seven, column four through five, contained 
the column, "On the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. 

In part, this column deals with RODNEY'S tour of 
Paris and his attendance at a mass meeting addressed 
by Communist Party leader Jacques Duclos." In part, 
the column reads: 

"For an American leftist, be it said, it 
is quite a sensation to walk around a city where the 
Communist Party is the largest in the land and to 
walk through working class areas where 90 per cent 
voted Communist." 

The "Daily Worker" issue of February 3, 

1956, page one, column one, contained an article, 
entitled, "Rodney at the Olympics ; Czechs Go For 
Hockey," by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This article 
reports an interview by RODNEY with OTAKAR BEDNAR, 

President of the Czech Hockey League concerning 
Czech participation in the 1956 Winter Olympics. 

This same column reports comments made also by one MIROSLAV 
HLADKY., Sports Editor of a Prague youth paper. RODNEY 
quotes HLADKY in part as saying "'We have no more 
millionaire class. We don't hide that. We have no 
more . poor people. Everybody has enough, and it is 
getting better for everybody everyday. . .life (in Czecho- 
slovakia) is good, good for everybody. . .people have 
money, everything they need.'" 


- 20 



NY 100-13292 


jjfSSgli 

"The Worker’ 1 issue of February 5, 1956, 
page three, column two, contained an article entitled, 

1)0 More Than United Nations: We Get Along 

With Russians, Says Star," by-lined LESTER RODNEY. 

This ^column concerns relations between American and 
Russian teams at the Olympics. In part the article 
states : h 

"A young American speed skater comments, 'I 
thought they (the Russians) were supposed to’ be different. 

I you know, it didn't figure they would be so regular...' 

He didn't get it. By the time the games are over, he might 
even be musing 'someones sure's been dishing out a lot of 
bull about those Russians.'" 

The "Daily Worker" issue of February 21, 

-95 Oj pe.ge seven, column' four, contained the column. 

On the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This 
article concerns a visit of RODNEY to the offices 
of the Italian CP in Rome, Italy, and an interview 
with ENRICO BERLINGUER, General Secretary of the 
Federation of Communist Italian Youth. l( 


The "Daily Worker" Issue of February 22 
1956, page one, column two, contained an article 
entitled, "What Italy's Young Men Read" by-lined 
LESTER RODNEY. This article in part read: (/J 




"Rome, Italy— —Publications put out by 
the Federation of Communist Italian Yopth are 
something to write home about. In my interview with 
Enrico Berlinguer, General Secretary of the Federation, 
I was presented with an armful of magazines and 
publications." The article discusses some of the 
Federation publications and continues, "As we ended the 
interview, Berlinguer sent greetings to American 
youth. 'We have no confusion between American Youth 
and American imperialism, ' he said, 'we have great 
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sympathy for the fight of American youth and for 
the forces of democracy in America. We are conscious 
of the difficulties facing organizations such as 
the Labor Youth League. We would like to know more 
about them and how they work.' 11 

"Thd Worker 11 issue of February 2 6 , 1956 , page 
three., column two, contained an article entitled, 

"Rodney: How Stupid Do They Think We Are," by-lined 

LESTER RODNEY. This article concerns an- assertion 
by "Newsweek Magazine" that the assassinator of LEON 
TROTS 10/ , known as JACQUES MORNARD, was a Communist. 

RODNEY states, "Of course Mornard wasn't a Communist 
at all, but one of the little anti-Communist Trotskyite 
sect members. As if Newsweek didn't know. Communists 
scorn and reject personal terrorism of all kinds, 
basing themselves in theory and practice on mass 
democratic movements of the people. 

Continuing RODNEY writes, "Since no member 
of a Red Amy has set foot over any border since V-E 
Day, since no Soviet spokesman has even threatened to, 
but instead has proclaimed peace every day from the 
Kremlin- top, will Newsweek please give just one teeny weeny 
fact, naming time and place where 'the Red Annies seem 
likely to roll at dawn next day'?" ^ 

The "Daily Worker" issue of February 28, 

1956, page seven, column four*, contained the column, 

"On the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This 
article deals with a visit by RODNEY to the offices 
of L'Unita, organ of the CP of Italy and an interview 
with ALFREDO REICHLIN, Main Editor of the Rome edition 
of L'Unita. 

The "Daily Worker" issue of March 2, 1956, 
page two, column one, contained an article entitled, 

"Rodney Interviews An Italian Communist" by-lined 
LESTER I-IODNEY. In part this article states: \J 
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"What are the views on the current world 
situation, of the Italian CP, Wo million and a half 
strong and commanding with its Socialist allies, 
nearly 10 million votes in the last national elections.] 

"An interview with one of the leaders of 
the PCI (Partite Communista Italiano) shoxvs they 
feel the Geneva spirit is not dead and cannot he 
killed, that the world forces of peace have drastically 
changed the world picture against the inevitability 
of war, that the convention of the Soviet Communist 
Party has helped open wider the road to co-existence 
and peace and that Italy has a strong potential role 
to play for peace, despite its current government 
being a tool of imperialistic policy, a position 
the Party is confident the people will repudiate 
m the coming municipality elections. K 


"I interviewed VELIO SPANO, one of the 
resistance heroes of the Italian people in charge 
of the Party's Foreign Section, member of its 
Central Committee, and a member of the Italian 
Parliament..." The article concludes with an account 
of RODNEY'S interview with SPANO. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 9, 1956, 
page seven, column foar, contained the column. 

On the Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. In part, 
this article read: V\ 

"Suggestions for J. Edgar's Professors... 

In the spirit of helpful reminder, I'd like to 
suggest the following courses for the next school 
conaucted by men of J. Edgar." The article 
continues with "suggestions" for courses to be given 
FBI agents such as "Dangerous Desperado Coarse... 
the art of following six year olds to nursery schools.^ 
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Garbage Surveillance. . .this involves the wheedling, 
threatening or bribing superintendents of apartment 
buildings to save the garbage of those tenants who go 
to peace meetings, fight discrimination, or read 
newspapers not on the approved list of J. Edgar..." (/ 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 12, 1956, 
page one, column one, contained an article entitled, 
"Overflow Crowd Hails W. J. Foster and Davis," by-lined 
LESTER RODNEY. In part, this article read: U 


"’We salute tonight an American patriot, 
great working class organizer and Communist leader... 1 
An overflow crowd in a huge main floor of New York's 
Chateau Garden rose and cheered for William Z, Foster... 
The spirited, festive banquet Friday night was in honor 
of the 75th birthday of the National Chairman of the 
Communist Party, and also marked the return to active 
political life of Negro leader and former City Councilman 
Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., after serving, a frameup Smith 
Act jail term.. .». ,r The article concludes with the various 
tributes and honors paid to FOSTER and DAVIS and presented 
a summation of FOSTER’S speech on the occasion, (/j 

BENJAMIN J.’ DAVIS, Jr., is one of the 11 
members of the National Committee of the CP, who was 
convicted on October 14, 1949, in the United States 
District Court, Sourthern District of New York, for 
violation of the Smith Act of 1940. 

WILLIAM Z. FOSTER has been previously described,^ 
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"The Worker" issue of March 25 , 1956 , page 
ten, column one, contained an article, entitled. 

An American Visits an Italian Communist College, " 
by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This article concerns RODNEY'S 
impressions at "the famed Institute Di Studi Communisti" 
located south of Rome, Italy, and includes comments 
of its director, MARIO SPINELLA, ^ 

The "Daily Worker" issue of March 26, 1956, 
page one, column one, contained an article entitled, 
"Walter's 27 Witches Consult Crystal Ball on Soviet 
Policy" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This article in part 
states: 

"Ah at last! There will soon be no questions 
left about the 20th Congress of the Soviet CP.... 

Thanks to rep. Walter and his Un-American Committee." 

The article continued "anyhow, that sterling champion of 
complete freedom of thought, the author of racist immigra- 
tion laws and director of thoughb-control witchhunts Rep. 
Walter showed he knows something about himself "r; 


The "Daily Worker" issue of April 8, 1956, 
page one, columns three through five, contained an 

article entitled, "Freedom of Press Wins 

We're Back" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This article 
stated in part: 

"... .a big business government attempted to 
supress' a peoples paper under the guise of a tax C 
claim had failed. The Treasury Department miscalculated the 
strength of the free press tradition in the land." The ^ 
article continued regarding efforts of the "Daily 
Worker" to return to its office after being 
evicted by agents of the Treasury Department. Of 
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The Worker" issue of 'April 22, 1956, page 
six, column one, contained an article entitled, "A 
Pinds 0ut Why Canadians Feel That Way" by-lined 
LESTiiR RODNEY. This articles describes a short trip 
to Toronto* Canada* by RODNEY and in part reads: ^ 

"You are not in Canada long before you 
discover that the Rosenberg-Sobell case is still 
big news in that land and you realize that one of 
the xastest ways to attack * J anM~Afner : l snri 





doln S %ese days, - acknowledge a terrible 
’ g^Wo-tip crime, 4jl4ar the Ros4hhe^g^ and free- : Md.rt on 

e * * * * * ■ * lx. 


. . JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were convicted 

in the United States District Court, Southern District 
of New York, on March 29, 1951, of conspiracy to 
commit espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union. They 
were sentenced to death on April 5 , 1951 , JULIUS 
and ETREL ROSENBERG were legalise executed at Sing 
Sing Prison, Ossining, New York, on June 19, 1953. U 

MORTON SOBELL was convicted on March 29, 

1951 , ^ in the United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, of conspiracy to commit espionage 
on behalj. of the Soviet Union and was sentenced on 
April 5 , 1951, to 30 years imprisonment. He is 
currently serving his sentence at the Federal 
Penitentiary, Alcatraz, California, ^ 

F. Miscellaneous Activities 


On July 13, 1956 , the records of the Ma 
Board of Elections, New York City, reflected that 


shattan 


u 
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and TESTER RODNEY, 30 Pair view Avenue, New York City, 
a P referer ice for the American Labor Party 
(ALP) from 1950 to 1954 inclusive. In 1955, subject 
aia not express a preference for any political party. ^ 

, who has furnished I’eliable information 

+.1? past, advised on September 9, 195^- , that from 

aSL- 6 i nce P4ion in 1936, there existed within the 

American Labor Party a struggle for power among three 
groups. These were the Communist Party, the Socialist 
party, and the Social Democrats. By the early 1940' s, 
the Communist Party emerged as the controlling force 
within . the American Labor Party in the major industrial 
areas m New York State. Generally these were the 
areas around Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, Rochester, 
Schenectady, Syracuse, Troy, the Hudson River Valley, 
Columbia, Dutchess, Nassau, and Westchester Counties, 

York Cit Y* with the exception of Brooklyn. 

In 19 .2 the Communist Party was able to capture the 
American Labor Party in Brooklyn. T-23 knew this 
situation to continue up until at least 1949. The 
American Labor Party never developed into an organization 
01 any real consequence in the nonindustrial areas 
of New York State, 

, k as furnished reliable information 

in the past, advised on May 4, 1956, that the Communist 
Party today, as in the past, through its members in 
key positions in the American Labor Party, constitutes 
the force that controls it. ^ 
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On July 9 , 1956, the records of the Bureau 
of Special Services., New York City Police Department, 
were checked by SA AUGUST J. MICEK, which records 
reflected no recent or additional information relative 
to the subject. ^ 

Informants cognizant of some Communist activity 
in the New York area, all of whom have furnished reliable 
information in the past, were contacted during July, 

1956, and could furnish no recent or additional information 
relative to the subject. // 
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IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
OR DESCRIPTION 
OF INFORMATION 


DATE 

RECEIVED 


AGENT TO FILE NUMBER 

WHOM WHERE 

FERNISHED LOCATED 




I, * 
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IDENTITY 
OF SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
OR DESCRIPTION 
OF INFORMATION 


AGENT TO FILE NUMB: 

DATE WHOM WHERE 

RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 


USED TO DOCUMENT - PETTIS PERRY 
USED TO DOCUMENT PAUL ROBESON 





ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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Volume 6 
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343 
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IDENTITY 
Off SOURCE 


DATE Off ACTIVITY 
OR DESCRIPTION 
Off INFORMATION 


T-18 


T-1Q 



AGENT TO 

DATE WHOM 

RECEIVED FURNISHED 


T-20 




h2 

T -21 

LOUIS BUDENZ , 
(By Request) 

he 

hlC 

T-22 

b7D 



USED TO DOCUMENT 
USED TO DOCUMENT 

USED TO DOCUMENT 


HERBERT WHSELDIN 
PAUL ROEESON 

ffRED BRIEHL 


iUSED TO DOCUMENT AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 

l ay Request ) 

2^24 USED TO DOCUMENT AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


T-25 
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WHERE 
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Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed in the report and T-symbols v/ere utilized 
in the report onls r in those instances where the identity 
of the sources must he concealed. 

Informants contacted with negative results 
concerning the subject are as follows: 

Informant Date Contacted Agent Location of M? 


Date Contacted 
7/12/56 

7/13/56 




7/16/56 


Location of Mater. 
Instant Report 


Instant Report 


Instant Report 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Laterial 

advised 

~lwent 


On 3/1/56 I | made available materia 

in the possession of| | advise 

on 2/1/56 that from early 1952 when] I went 

into the CP Underground until the Pall of 1953 ^ he 
functioned under the code name "KURT” as Coordinator 
of all CP activities in the South. 

On 3/1/56, advised that material 

in the possession ofT [consisted of notes as 

follows : to' 1 1 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE ( CONT'D) 
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is believe 


I 


(U) 


.and Les, telephone TO 7-3042" which 

UiTrerer to subject and his wife. Informant 
was unable 00 xurnish the specific meaning in. this 
material, 


On 6 / 15/56 


b2 

•b6 

b7C 

b7D 


(U) 


+-, T ^ rT ... * _ “/ “••v 1 I made available a 

typewritten document tnat was located in the desk 
TTQfl 1 ^ WEISS, National Education Director, CP, 

USA, National Headquarters, 101 West 16th Street, 
iMjuC ♦ An introductory statement on this document 
reads m part: ^ 

is "?] ie following have been listed as persons to be ap- 
•p.raached as potential speakers on writers for a sort #£■ 

Marxist information center and speamexo oureau under 
the auspices of the Jefferson School." Following the 
above statement, were listed various topics and 
approximately 125 names. Under the heading, '''General" 
is listed LESTER RODNEY.'^ 

, . „ The records of the New York Burea u of Mntnr 
vehiciq^, NYC, were furnisher! rm Z/ll/56 by 


to SA 


i/ll /56 

_l The; 


1 ^ (Plfios© 

reflected that m 1953, LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview 
^®^ ue ^Wew York City, held NY Operators License, 
Number 52fol86 and was then employed at Publishers 
New Press, Incorporated, 35 East 12th Street, NYC.ff 

On 7 /IO /56 the records of the Credit 
Bureau of G reate r New York were fu rnished by Miss 


be 

b7C 


to SA 


which records 


7— -I 1 . _ | | VVIA.AV.y 11 ICOUfUb 

contain no information relative to the subject. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT 1 D ) 
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The records of the Manhattan Board of Electi ons 
were revised on 7/13/56 by Investigative Clerk 


b6 

b7C 


(U) 

(U) 


The pretext telephone call on 7 /l? A 6 to 
3Q Fairview Avenue, NYC, was conducted by SAP 

|who utilized the pretext of desiring 

to contact the subject concerning his recent articles 
on segregation in southern baseball.-' ,|^ 

The pretext telephone call on 1A6A6 
v° frh§ 1 Worker" was conducted by SA| j 

I who utilized the pretext of desiring vo 

contribute to the subject's expense fund. 

An extra copy of this report is being 
furnished to the Bureau in view of the State 
Department's interest in the subject, it being 
anticipated that the Bureau, in the future, may 
. use same for dissemination purposes, ly( 


It is also noted that Information set 
forth herein received from l i Legal Attache, 
London, has been classified "Secret" in view of w 
which this report is being classified "Secret. "J$\ 


Tt Is nntfj d that subject's I ~l 

K Bufile 100-205832); (NY 100- 

ou-^oi; is carried on the Security Index of the New 
York Division. 


be 

b7C 

b7D 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (OONT'D) 


b7D 


- 35 - 




* * * K 


i- 








NY 100-13292 
ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D) 




Subject is carried, on the Security Index 
of the NYO and his Security Index cards are current 
and accurate . 

(U) r* 

This case has been reviewed in the light 
of current Security Index criteria and it still 
fits thes$ criteria. 

REFERENCES ' 


Summary report of SA 

1 / 13 / 36 . \\ 7 — 

New York airtel to Bureau, 4/17/56. If 

Bureau letter to New York, 6 / 29 / 56 . (/ 
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een spor*os jsaitor or t;ne_ " Tne worKer* 
and has recently been - transferred to the Simday_Staff^ 

For many years, RODNEY has written in the "Daily 
Worker" a sports column entitled, "On the Scoreboard. 

, The "Daily Worker" issue of 11/20/56, carried 

la long article by RODNEY captioned, "A View on Hungary." 
\This article was sympathetic to the freedom fighters in 
^Hungary and critical of Soviet intervention there. RODNEY 
also criticized the close relationship between the CP, USA 
and the CPSU as well as tffe~a'ttitude ' of "EUGENE DENNIS to the 
Hungarian problem. U 

Information has been received that RODNEY is a 
supporter of JOHN GATES in the current factional split 
within the CP. An informant advised that it appears that 
GATES transferred RODNEY from Sports Editor to the Sunday 
Staff to balance JOE' NORTH and ART SHIELDS who are DENNIS- 
FOSTER supporters . Information has been received that 
ROgNEY has been severely criticized by the FOSTER faction 
t^Slfhis recent expression of opinion on the Hungarian 
situation and^the CP’s relationship with the Soviet Tjnion . 
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Reference is made to the attached memorandum of 
Mr, L. 3* Nichols to Mr * Tolson dated 11-2^—56 wherein the 
question is raised whether we could furnish the "New York Herald 
Tribune ” any ideas to negate the 11-28-56 column of Lester Rodney , 
sports writer for the "Daily Worker,” that the IO- 23-56 statement 
of the ” Herald Tribune" was a phony when it alleged in a first-page 
article by Don Cook that the Communist Party , USA ( CPUSA ) is 
receiving its direction and instruction from Moscow through John 
Williamson , deported CP leader, \J 

It was noted in Rodney's column , which appeared in the 
n Daily Worker ” on. 11-28—56, that if the * Herald Tribune " does not 
acknowledge within a week that its front-page ” splash ” of 10 - 23-56 
was a "phony,” he was going to send "the documented proof of its 
deliberate Journalistic dishonesty and contempt for its readers 
to the Schools of Journalism' at Columbia and NYU in this city and ' / 
some other universities elsewhere, and let the students draw their’’ 
own conclusions about how far they can trust the New York Herald 
Tribune , ” 


Rodney, in his column , guarantees that the "Daily Worker ” 
has never taken any 'directives and instructions n from Moscow or any 
other non-American source indicating that articles which have 
appeared in the ” Daily Worker” during the past five weeks have 
taken an editorial policy refusing to condone Soviet policies in 
Hungary* [A 


Tolson - 
Nichols 


'■hat 


In the attached memorandum, Mr * Nichols suggested th 
the Domestic Intelligence Division give some thought to this and 
if there is any information we can safely furnish, it should be 
done • The Director noted ”QK but I don't see why Reid wants to 
take notice of anything Daily Worker prints. Nothing said in rep.l 
will convert them, K,” 
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RECOMMEND. i TIONs 


It is recommended that we not furnish any information 
to the * 1 few York Herald Tribune which could, he used to negate the 
Rodney column for the following reasons s [A. 


(U) 


b2 

b7D 


(1) The threat by Rodney is believed to be an attempt 
to " smoke out" the * Herald Tribune" source of information for the 
10 - 23-$6 article • 


(2) The Bureau has only circumstantial evidence 
pointing to the fact that Williamson* s letters to top Tarty 
officials represent the views of Soviet leaders with whom 
Williamson talked on his visits to the Soviet Union in 1955 an & 
1956* Almost all of our information concerning John Williamson 
and his relationship between the CPUSA and the Soviet leaders 
fiSM. been obta ined through our high est informants / namely, 

I It is not believed that the 

"Herald Tribune" should revive the allegations against Williamson 
through a debate or controversy with Tester Rodney since such 
revival might jeopardize our informants 


(U) 


BACKGROUND REGARDING LESTER ROMM * 

Lester Rodney is carried on the Security Index and is 
the subject of a two-section case file * He was bom April IT, 

1911 » in Hew York , New York * He has used the name Lester Rodney 
since 1930 m His true name is Lester Rods te in* He attended New 
York University irregularly between September, 1930, and June, 

1932 * where he earned four credits in the study of journalism * 

Rodney was inducted into the U,S* Army on June IT, 1942 , and was 
honorably discharged on January 3 , 1946 , as a private at Tort Dix, 

New Jersey, for reason of * demobilization In his military w 

service, he vxis a medical technician and male nurse and participated- 
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in the tattles and campaigns of New Guinea and the Southern 
Philippines* The “Daily Worker” of May 1, 1937$ Page 10, carried 
a photograph of Bodney describing him as a member of the staff 
of the “Daily Worker** The November 1, 1948, issue of the " Daily 
Worker " reflects that Bodney, in his column , Page Id, Column 4, 
said * But in addition to being a sports writer, 1 happen to be a 
communist. " The February 2, 1949, issue of the "Daily Worker 
carried an article by Bodney wherein he stated "I have been a 
* staffer* on the Daily Worker for 12 years* "JQ 

Bodney usually writes concerning sports in his articles 
for the "Daily Worker" ; however , the November 20, 195&, issue of 
the "Daily Worker * carried an article by Bodney entitled. "A View 
on Hungary** Jn this article* Bodney said *Jt is my opinion that 
the Soviet intervention is indefensible*" This arttole was carried 
in the same issue in which a statement of the National Committee of 
the CPUSA was set forth saying "We do not seek to justify the use 
of Soviet troops in Nungary's internal crisis on November 4. 
Neither do we join in the condemnation of these actions. "if 
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referenced letter Rcdstein icho has been or i ting a sports 
column for the ’Daily Corker 1 * has been transferred to the 
Sunday Staff, Eodstein has hern ^nritinri for snre ?mrrs 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Subject has been employed by the publishers of the 
"Daily Worker " since 1936 and allegedly has been a member g 


Since before 1953 and until recently Rod stein was sports edit o r K 
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"The Worker" set forth. Informants cognisant of some 
Communist activity in NY area could furnish no recent 
informant re subject.^ 


- C - 


/ 


DETAILS: 


I. BACKGROUND 


A. Residence 


On August 7) 1957 .> a person who identified herself 
as the superintendent at 30 Fairview Avenue, New York 
City, but who refused to reveal her identity, was inter- 
viewed under pretext by a Spe cial Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). This person advised that 
LESTER RODNEY resides at. that address and was presently 
in California on vacation. She stated he was expected 
to return to New York in September, 1957. (,{ 


B. Employment 


issue 


The September 27, 1956/ of the "Daily Worker", 
page five, column one, contained an item entitled, "20 
Fruitful Years." In part this article read, "We know 
our readers join us in congratulating Lester Rodney on 
rounding out 20 years as sports editor, Lester was 
hovering with a blue pencil over the proof of our first 
sports page in September, 1936. Except for four years in 
the Army during World War II, he has handled the y-jetb for 
two decades." U 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist , 
newspaper, the Sunday edition of which is "The Worker. ’U 


( u ) On November 30, 1956, T-l advised that as of 

that time LESTER RODNEY was sports editor of the "Daily 
Worker." Q/ 


‘ •> i 
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(U) 

On December 18, 1956, T-l stated that on or 
about that date, LESTER RODNEY had been transferred from 
sports editor of the "Daily Worker" to the Sunday staff 
of "The Worker, 



(U) 


b6 

b7C 


(U) 


The "Daily Worker", issue of December 20, 1956, 
page five, column one, contained an article entitled, 

"Our New Sports Editor.*" In part this article stated, 

"It will be strange, at first, to read that page (sports) 
without the familiar «0n the Scoreboard* by Lester Rodney... 
Now, after ••20 years, Lester is understandably a wee bit 
weary of the grind. Hereafter he will serve as feature 
writer and reporter! for the weekend Worker and for the 
Daily Worker, and 1 will continue a weekly sports page 
in the Worker." tA 

"The Worker", issue of December 30, 1956, page 
four, contained an article entitled, "Good News." This 
article stated that LESTER RODNEY had joined "The Worker" 
as a full- time member of the staff .j^ 

On May 27, 1957* T-3 advised that on May 24, 

1957* I I Editor of "The Worker", announced that 

LESTER RODNEy, sports editor of "The Worker", would take 
his vacation during the months of July a nd Augu st. 1957, 
for the purpose of visiting California. I I stated 
RODNEY would visit his mother-in-law who is aged and 
apparently in ill health. T-3 stated a replacement had 
been named to fill in on "Hie Worker" during RODNEY* s 
absence. 

On August 8, 1957* T-3 advised that LESTER 
RODNEY had departed for California on or shortly before 
July 1, 1957* T-3 stated RODNEY planned to be absent 

from his employment at "The Worker" for a period of 
approximately two months. 


It is noted the "Daily Worker" and "The Worker" 
are published by the Publishers New Press, Inc., 35 
East 12th Street, New York City. 
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II> AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
A* Evidence ef CnnmMnlst Party (CP) Membership 

In August, 1956, T-2 advised that a meeting was 
held on August 28, 1956, at Nowak Hall, 5703 Chone 
Avenue, Detroit, Michigan*. According to T-2, this 
meeting was believed to be a CP nationality group meeting* 
LESTER RODNEY of the "Daily Worker" staff was present 
and, in a speech, indicated he had just attended the 
National and Michigan Democratic Conventions* According 
to T-2, RODNEY expressed the belief the Democrats got 
together before the Conventions for the purpose of selling 
out their stand on civil rights# 

On January 22, 1957, T-3 advised that LESTER 
RODNEY was among persons in attendance at either or both 
of the first and second sessions of the New York County 
CP Convention held January 18-19, 1957, at the Yugoslav 
American Cooperative Home, Inc*, 405 West 4-lst Street, 

New York City* ^ 

The Yugoslav American Cooperative Home, Inc*. 

4-05 West 4lst Street, New York City, has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450* U 

On January 22, 1957, T-4- advised that the New 
York State CP would hold its convention on January 25-27, 
at the ChateauGardens, 105 East Houston Street, New 
York City* 

On January 25, 1957, Special Agents of the FBI 
observed individuals who were at the Chateau Gardens, 

New York City, on that date* U 

On April 2, 1957, T-3 and T-5 identified a 
oho to graph of one of the above individuals as being that 
of thi subject* ^ 


(U) 


1957 


(U) 
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On January 27* 1957* T-3 advised that during the 
January 27, 1957, session of the New York State CP Con- 
vention held at the Chateau Gardens * New York City* 
nominations were received for the election of 14 delegates- 
at-large from the State Convention to the National Con- 
vention of the CP* USA. T-3 pointed out that LESTERw 
RODNEY was among persons nominated but who declined.^ 

On January 28* 1957* T-6 advised i.thartVa 
session of the New York State CP Convention was held at 
Chateau Gardens on January 26, 1957 . T-6 advised LESTER 

RODNEY was present and spoke in support of the draft 
resolution of the CP. RODNEY stated he thought there 
was a chance for Party unity and commented he had been 
with the "Daily Worker" for 20 years . 

On January 30* 1957* T-l advised that LESTER 
RODNEY was among delegates from the "DaHy Worker" who 
attended the sessions of the New York State CP Convention 
on January 26* 1957* at Chateau Gardens, New York Cityjg 

On February 4* 1957* T-l advised that a staff 
conference of the "Daily Worker" was held on February 1* 

1957* in New York City, at which recent problems and 
changes in the CP* USA* line were discussed. According 
to T-l, LESTER RODNEY, who was present* commented that 
in his opinion the Russians were wrong in the Hungarian 
situation but that he* RODNEY* would not walk out of the 
Party whatever happened. ^ 

On February 13* 1957* T-7 advised that the 16th 
National Convention of the CP, USA* was held on February, 

9* 10* 11 and 12, 1957* at the Chateau Gardens* 105 East 
Houston Street* New York City. ^ 

On February 10, 1957* and February 11* 1957* 

Special Agents of the FBI observed individuals entering 
or leaving Chateau Gardens* New York City. ^ 

On March 12, 1957* T-3 identified a photograph 
of one of the above individuals who was present at Chateau 
Gardens on February 10 and 11* 1957* as that of the subjectjg^ 
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In February, 1957* T-7 advised that LESTER RODNEY 
as a visitor attended one or more sessions of the 16th 
National Convention of the CP, USA, held February 9-12, 1957 , 
at the Chateau Gardens, New York City .^y 


On February 14, 1957* T-8 observed material 
located at CP National Headquarters, New York City. A 
portion of this material consisted of one page of notations 
bearing the title, “Visitors to National Convention - 
Daily Worker Staff." Among the names listed under this 
caption was "L. Rodney." 


On February 19* 1957* T-9 advised that during 
the evening of that date a meeting was held in Room 8 k, 
Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue, New York City. According 
to T-9* GEORGE BLAKE GHARNEY indicated the meeting had 
been proposed as an./informal get-together to exchange 
opinions and to make some estimates of the results of the 
Conventions . 

On February 19* 1957* Special Agents of the 
FBI observed individuals entering or leaving Room 8 k, 
Adelphi Hall, New York City. 


On March 19, 1957* T-3 identified a photograph 
of one of the above individuals as being that of the 
subject. ^ 

"The Worker", issue of February 17* 1957* 
page 12i reported GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY had been elected 
as a member of the CP National Committee at the February 
12, 1957* session of the CP National Convention. U 


On April 1, 1957* T-3 advised that the reconvened 
session of the New York State CP Convention was held at 
Yugoslav Hall, 405 West 4lst Street, New York City, on 
March 30 and 31* 1957. ^ 


On March 30, 1957* Special Agent' - , of the FBI 
observed LESTER RODNEY entering Yugoslav Hall at 11:01 .'AM 
on that date, *. 

l \ 
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On March 31, 1957, a Special Agent of the FBI 
observed JESTER RODNEY entering Yugoslav Hall at 10:47 AM 
on that date. 


On April 2, 1957, T-10 advised that the Re- 
convened New York State CP Convention was held on March 
30 and 31, 1957, at Yugoslav Hall, New York City. T-10 
advised that one EESTER from the staff of the "Daily 
Worker" was present at this Convention. 


On April 22, 1957, *and May 3, 1957, T-3 advised 
EESTER RODNEY had attended/seSiions of the Reconvened 
New York State CP Convention held March 30 and 31, 1957, 
at New York City. 


On April 26, 1957, T-l advised that on April 
10, 1957, a New York State CP Conference was held at 
Yugoslav Hall, New York City, to rally support for the 
"Daily Worker" and "The Worker." According to T-l, 
LESTER RODNEY was in attendance.^ 

On May 10, 1957, T-ll advised that a Convention 
of the Industrial Division of the New York State CP was 
held on that day at Alhambra Hall, 15 Second Avenue, New 
York City. According to T-ll, this Convention commenced 
at 8 PM on May 10, 1957, and ended at 12:15 AM on May 11, 

1957 • & 

On May 8, 1957, T-12 advised no one would be 
admitted into the Industrial Convention on May 10, 1957, 
without official credentials.^^ 


On May 10, 1957, T-13 advised that no other 
meetings would be held at Alhambra Hall on that date$$ 

On May 10, 1957, Special Agents of the FBI 
observed individuals entering Alhambra Hall on that date 
between 6:37 PM and approximately 8:30 PM. t'j 

On July 3, 1957, T-3 identified a photograph of 
one of the above individuals as being that of the subject. 


4 V * 
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On May 10, 1957 > T-ll advised that during the 
Convention of the Industrial Division of the New York State 
CP, a discussion was held as to the various stands being 
taken on Party issues. One LESTER spoke in defense of the 
"Daily Worker." He pointed out that the National Committee 
had surveyed 40 issues of the "Daily Worker" and had 
found it followed the Party line 90 per cent of the time. 
LESTER stated that there was never criticism of left 
sectarianism on the "Daily Worker" only the criticism 
of the right. He pointed out in conclusion that the 
National Convention had recognized that left sectarianism 
is the theory the Party must break away from to carry on 
the fight against the right. 


(U) 


The "Daily Worker", issue of June 7* 1957, page 
two, column one, contained an article entitled, "Garment 
Area Stirred By Pacts About The H-Bomb." In part this 
article read, "Communist Party leaders yesterday led a 
whirlwind noonhour distribution of 3* 500 copies of the 
Worker's four page supplieraent on H-bomb facts, in the 
garment-fur areas and New York's west side." The article 
pointed out that the CP leaders were joined in the action 
by a group of "Daily Worker" and "The Worker" staff 
members including LESTER RODNEY. 


On June 27 and 28, 1957* T-7 advised that a 
meeting of the National Executive Committee of the CP, USA, 
was held at National CP Headquarters, New York City, on 
June 22 and 23, 1957. T-7 stated that in a speech on the 

"Daily Worker" situation, JACK STACHEL indicated that 
within the staff of the "Daily Worker" there were about six 
people who follow a certain line which is anti-Soviet and 
anti-Party. He pointed out these persons are not being 
fought but are being encouraged. Among the persons he 
named as being in this group was LESTER RODNEY 


B. Evidence of CP Sympathies 


(U) On October 1, 1956, T-l4 advised that on 

September 23, 1956, LESTER RODNEY and his family attended 
the annual picnic on behalf of the "Daily Worker" held at 
Camp Midvale, Wanaque, New Jersey. ^ 


- 8 - 
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On March 22 and 23 , 1956 , T-15 advised that during 
the 1955 Christmas season, land LESTER RODNEY, New 

York City, sent greetings to GEORGE MEYERS, Federal 
Reformatory, Petersburg, Virginia. ££ 


GEORGE ALOYSIOUS MEYERS, JR., was a former 
inmate of the Federal Reformatory at Petersburg, Virginia. 
MEYERS was sentenced in the United States District Court 
at Baltimore, Maryland, on January 27, 1953, to serve four 
years for conspiracy to teach and advocate the overthrow 
of the government by force and violence. MEYERS was 
conditionally released from the Federal Reformatory,, 
Petersburg, Virginia, on March 24, 1956. l{ 

On May 21 and 22 . 1956 , T-15 advised that during 
the 1955 Christmas season, 1 l and LESTER RODNEY, 30 

Fairview Avenue, New York City, sent greetings to ARNOLD 
SAMUEL JOHNSON, Federal Reformatory, Petersburg, Virginia.^ 


(U) 


ARNOLD SAMUEL JOHNSON was convicted on January 
21, 1953* in the United States District Court, Safchern 
District of New York, for conspiring to advocate to 
overthrow the United States Government by force and 
violence and violation of the Smith Act of 1940. He was 
sentenced to serve three years and was fined $6,000. 

He began to serve his sentence on January 11, 195 %, 
at, tthe Federal Reformatory, Petersburg, Virginia. 




and 

.uring 


On May 21, 1956, T-15 advised that [~ 

LESTER RODNEY, 30 Fairview Avenue, New York City 
the 1955 Christmas season, sent greetings to AL LANNON, 
Federal Reformatory, Petersburg, Virginia.^/ 


ALBERT FRANCIS LANNON was convicted in the 
United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, on February 3* 1953* for conspiring to advocate 
the overthrow of the United States Government by force 
and violence. LANNON was sentenced to serve two years 
and fined $4,000. He began serving his sentence on 
January 11, 1955* ^ 
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C. Writings By-lined by LESTER RODNEY 
Evidencing the Furtherance of and Adherence 
to the CP Line and/or Sympathies with 
the Communist Movement 


The "Daily Worker", issue of August 29, 1956, 
page eight, column one, contained the column, "On The 
Scoreboard" by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This article read 
in part, "It is hard to let some things go by unnoticed, 
like this man Walter's publicized (findings) that the 
defenders of the Rosenbergs committed a gigantic fraud, 
never really wanted to help them, and aimed only to 
blacken their country* s good name. In a manner of speaking, 
since I work on a newspaper which most passionately fought 
for the Rosenbergs and certainly fights for justice for 
Morton Sobell, and since I personally did some little, 
though hardly enough, this Walter person is speaking about 
me, so I know you won't mind if the scoreboard deviates 
from sports this day...... Walter and his Un-American 

group lie in their teeth on every count. The fight to 
save the Rosenbergs was no fraud. It was a fight for 
truth and justice. It was a fight against a terrible 
frame-up built on perjured testimony and against a 
viciously biased sentence cast in Me Carthyite hysteria." 
The article continued with a renunciation of the Walters 
Committee, the Supreme Court fbr its failure to review 
the Rosenberg case and the Justice Department for "pressing 
the highi court majority into anaabandonment of the . 

traditional American guarantees." ^ 


JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were convicted in the 
United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, on March 29, 1951, of conspiracy to commit espionage 
on behalf of the Soviet Union. The ROSENBERGS were 
sentenced to death on April 5, 1951. JULIUS and ETHEL 
ROSENBERG were legally executed at Sing Sing Prison, 
Ossining, New York, on June 19, 1953. U 


On March 29, 1951, MORTON SOBELL was convicted 
in United States District Court, Southern District of New 
York, of conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf of the 
Soviet Union. On April 15, 1951, he was sentenced to 30 
years imprisonment and is currently serving his sentence 
in the Federal Penitentiary, Alcatraz, California. [,{ 


V 
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Hie "Daily Worker", issue of November 8, 1956, 
page eight, column one, contained the column, "On the 
Scoreboard", by-lined LESTER RODNEY. This article 
criticized a' recent editorial in the "New York Post" 
which termed the denunciation of STALIN as the "death 
of a dogma . " RODNEY pointed out the dogma that was 
STALIN is now gone but Socialism remains for a better 
future for mankind than capitalism could ever offer. 

He condemns Soviet action in Budapest as wrong but points 
out that no one seems to condemn the "cynical agression" 
of the Colonialists in Egypt. He ooncludes the article 
with the comment, "I *11 stick with Socialism, thanks. 

The "Daily Worker", issue of November 20, 

1956, page four, columns four and five, contained an 
article entitled, :t !A View .. oru..' Hungary," by-lined 
LESTER RODNEY. This article reviewed the Hungarian 
situation and criticized the actions of the Soviets in 
putting down the Hungarian Revolution. RODNEY stated the 
Soviet intervention was indefensible and continues, 

"I’m afraid I no longer have confidence in the ability 
of the Soviet leaders to decide when ja. nation is fascist 

or going fascist Socialism to us meant the Soviet 

Union. It meant the CPSU. It meaat the leadership of the 
CPSU. Sinoe they WERE Socialism, they could do no wrong 
because whatever they did was in the interest of Socialism. 
Ah, but it turns out now that leaders of the CPSU did 

terrible harm to the interest of „ Socialism Believing 

this, one avoids the twin dangers of being seen as a 

Russian apologist and losing one’s faith in Socialism 

I believe right now, on this issue, is the moment to rescue 
the fine heritage of the movement (Socialism) and make 
meaningful its future foie by wrenching free once and for 
all from the disasterous and unnecessary wrong relation- 
ship with the Soviet Union." ^ 

"The Worker", issue of February 17, 1957, page 
one, column one, contained an article entitled, "In- 
dependence Unity Feature CP Parlay" by-lined LESTER 
RODNEY. This article, beginning with the words "The 
Party won", concerned the 16th National Convention of the ^ 
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SECKpj 


CP, USA. The article reviews the events of the four day 
Convention with particular emphasis on remarks of various 
members of the CP National Committee. In part the article 
read, "Affirming the organization's existance as a 
political partVx and rejecting for now the concept of a 
political/lssociation, the delegates from 34 states over- 
whelmingly voted for a fully independent American Marxist 
Party standing on its own feet in interpreting theory 
for its own country and in fraternal relations with the 
parties of other countries. - i ;V . 


The "Daily Worker", issue of March 4, 1957, 
page two, column twQ j, contained an article entitled, 
"Romance - And Our Own Iron Curtain/' by-lined LESTER 
RODNEY. This article concerned a possible marriage 
between an American Olympic star and a Czechoslovakian 
girl who had also participated in the Olympics. The 
article commented on the United States* restrictions 
against Czechoslovakian athletes visiting the United States 
and pointed out, "Yet, Washington won*t permit a single 
Czech athlete to come here. In other words, our iron 
curtain is still easily 10 times higher than the Czech's."^ 

"The Worker", issue of April 28, 1957* page 16, 
column four, contained an article entitled, "3 New York 
Papers Can't Stand the Pacts", by-lined IESTER RODNEY. 

In part this article read, "The hard facts which are 
driving Washington frantic and pushing once reputable 
newspapers into desertion of all pretenses of honesty is 
this: the Soviet Union has suoxsssi^ly placed before 

the world a plea to abolish mutually weapons altogether. 

Or if they won't, urge them to start by banning any 
further test explosions. Or if they wont, urge them to 
start with a temporary cessation of the tests. Washington 
says *no* to every one of these proposals which would lift 
the dread of holocaust and radiation from humanity." i{ 

"The Worker", issue of June/6, 1957* page eight, 
column three, contained an article entitled, "Prom 
Alcatraz* Sobell Stirs the Conscience of Americans", |] 
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by-lined LESTER RODNEY. In part this article read, 

"The Rosenberg-Sobell case was a frame-up. It is a 
nightmare sewer of all that went wrong and rotten in our 
land in the heyday of Me earthy hysteria. Pour years ago 
on June 19, 1953, it was a gentle, sunny Friday. The 
government put a direct phone into the death house from 
Washington and said ’confess 1 and you will live to see 
Saturday. Ethel and Julius Rosenberg scorned the immoral 
offer. As the sun went down over the Hudson, the govern- 
ment pulled the switch and! made two little boys orphans. 
America the beautiful had sunk deep into shame . " 

The article then comments bn an interview with 
MORTON SOBELL ' s mother and then states, "They put Morton 
Sobell on the hell rock of Alcatraz in 1952 with the hope 
tfcrey could break him. 30 years are a long time on 
Alcatraz and this is a man with a wife and little boy 

whom he dearly loves Morton Sobell must be freed. 

There is no task more patriotic for any American to 
dedicate himself to. A Frenchman would be horrified 
at the thought of France if the Dreyfus case had never 
been corrected. France would not be France today. 

America cannot be America until Morton Sobell, an innocent 
man, walks from Alortraz a free man." 

III. MISCELLANEOUS 


Confidential Informants, cognizant of some CP 
activity in the New York area, were contacted relative 
to the subject during August, 1957, and could furnish 
no recent information concerning him. ij 

On August 1, 1957, records of the Bureau of 
Special Services, New York City Police Department, were 
checked by SA AUGUST J. MICEK and these records reflected 
no additional information regarding the subject sub- 
sequent to August, 1956. 

During December, 1956, an article by- lined 
LESTER RODNEY appeared in the "Daily Worker" and "The 
Worker", all of which concerned the situation in Clinton, 
Tennessee, and Montgomery, Alabama, regarding segregation 
Issues. These articles are as follows: 


1 




(U) 
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Date Paper Title 

December 6, 1956 "Daily Worker", "Clinton, Tenn., Citizens 

page one, column one Force Federal Action" 


December 1 6, 1956 "The Worker", page 

one, column one 


December 7, 1956 "Daily Worker", 

page one 


"Montgomery Report - 
A Church, An Overflow 
Crowd And a 16-year 
Old Boy" 

"Clinton Welcomes Arrest 
of Racists" 


December 11, 1956 


"Daily Worker", "The New Clinton" 

page one, column one 


December 9, 1956 "The Worker", 

page one 


"CTnton, Tenn.i Our 
Reporter Talks to The 
Students" 


"The Worker", issue of May 26, 1957, page one, 
column one, contained an article entitled, "The Pilgrams 
Gathered, the World Heard...", by-lined TESTER RODNEY. 
This article reported on a Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom 
held in Washington, D.C., on May 17, 1957. lj 

On May 21, 1957* T-l4 advised that on May 17, 
1957* a Prayer Pilgrimage to Washington, D.C., was held 
at the Lincoln Memorial marking the third anniversary 
of the United States Supreme Court decision on school 
desegregation. T-14 advised that LESTER RODNEY from New 
York was in attendance at this affair, jgs 
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METROPOLITAN RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION, Formerly 
known as Nature Friends 
of America, Inc. 


Nature Friends of America, Inc . , has 'been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. M 


The records of the New York County Clerk 1 s 
Office, Supreme Court Building, New York City, reflect 
that' a Certificate of Dissolution for Nature Friends of 
America, Inc., was filed with the Secretary of State, 

State of New York, on February 23, 1954. A confidential 
informant advised on March 12, 1954, that at a meeting of 
the former New York Local of Nature Friends of America, 

Inc., held on February 25, 195^, in New York City a 
successor organisation known as the Metropolitan Recreation 
Association was set up and all assets and real property 
formerly belonging to the New York Local -'of Nature Friends 
of America, Inc., were transferred to the Metropolitan 
Recreation Association. On April 21, 1954, an informant 
made available a copy of the constitution of the Metropolitan 
Recreation Association, which, under Article II, sets forth 
the aims of the organisation as follows: 

"The purpose of this association is to bring 
together men and women interested in nature and its 
preservation, study and utilisation for their benefit 
through recreation, sport and social activities by the common 
effort and cooperation of the members of the Association. 1 ^/ 


On March 26, 195^-, a confidential informant 
made available a copy of the March, 1954, issue of the 
“’Camp Midvale News", official organ of Camp Midvale, Midvale, 
New Jersey, which, on page 1, states that the recently 
formed Metropolitan Recreation Association is the organisation 
which owns and operates Camp Midvale. The Metropolitan 
Recreation Association as of March 20, 1957, continues to 
utilise General Post Office Box 634, New York City,- as its 
mailing address. |i 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-377684) date.- j/iQ/^j 
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SAC, NEW YORK 



b2 

b6 
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On 7/3/57, [ 


reliable information in the past , 

furnished i nformation to SAS I 

1 of the NYO. jyj 

The informant stated that [ 


] who has furnished 


(conceal ) ora lly 
I and 


Editor of "Th e Worker" had stated that on 7/1/57. I ~ 
]would assume the position of Sports Editor 


] 


and 


on the staff of "The Worker" beginning on 7/9/57, 
extending through the months of July, and August. 
Informant stated that I I will work five days a 

week from nine to twelve, and will receive pay for her 
work, and will prepare a minimum of one sports article 
per week for inclusion in the Sunday "Worker". 



if 


1 is replacing 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


The informant stated that 

T.F.STF.p RODNEY, the former Sports Editor of "The Worker," 
who will be visiting the West Coast during the months of 
July and August. The informant speculated that there is 
a strong probability RODNEY will not reassume his duties 

as Sports Editor of "The Worker" and | | may 

permanently be assigned the position. 


U 


In recent weeks, 

prepared articles on jazz musicT sports, 
smoking which have been pu blished in "The 


has 

and cigarette 
Worker" with 


wUT 


The above for information. 


the by-line off a name assi gned to her by 

assumes that 1 I s articles 

continue to have this by-line, ^ /\f 
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Trotter 
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Tele. Room — 
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The report of SA Joseph 7, Waters dated 5-14-57 at 
New York indicates that 452 individuals were in attendance > art 
the 16th National Convention of the CP USA , 2-9 through 2-14-57, 
in N,Y,G, ( 100 -3-60 94 ) . The attendance of individuals at this 

convention or their designation as a delegate thereto should he in v 
the individual f s main file and a copy of this memorandum will be 
filed there in. lieu of indexing . If approved, the following format 
will be used. The page number preceding the name indicates the 
page of the above serial where information re each individual appears . 


O 

Nam of person in attendance : (Page 100) LESTER RODNEY 

Attended asi ( 1 ) Delegate _____ 

(2) Alternate 

( 3 ) Guest or visitor X 

Non M of delegate or ' alternate ( Page ) 

who is not known to have attended 
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> VACATION NEWS ^ , 

Lester-Rodney,. sports ^editor 
and featui'ewnter of The Work- 
er, is on a combined vacation 
and Idave of absence for t&o 
months. Roosevelt Ward Jr., 
sports editor of the Daily Work- 
er, is partly pinclx-hitting for 
Rpdney this week and next 
week. Rodney will, during his 
absence, contribute occasional 
features to The Worker. 

i ■ — 
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American 




N. Y. Times 


Wash. Post and — 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y, Herald 

Tribune 

N. Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News . 

Daily Worker 

The Worker LA 

New Leader 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED JROH: 
| FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GU^ 

: DATE 12-16-2010 


FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum ^ • united states government 

IAS 


Director, FBI (lOO-lj.6858) 




DATE] 3/5/57 


SAC, New York (100-13292) 

___ 

LESTER RODSTEIN, wa. 

SM-C 

ward U.T.D, 

MAR 1 1 195/ 

— -■ 

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


APPROPRIATE AGSNOiES 

153 . 1 



JLALLl4 

DAI S ,S> 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


.SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX_ 

DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS' ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

^ n The Worker”, 35 East 12th Street, New York, NY 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES ^ " 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


RESPONSIBILITY 
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DECLAS3IFICATIUH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

« I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 

TE 08-ZS-2010 4^ 

Mutteh §fates department of Justice 
iitefcrral bureau of Jttucsitgaffatt 

New York, Netff York ^ 



Re: Lester Rodsteih, with alias: 

Lester Rodney 
SM - C / 


In the report of.'.-Special Agent 

I dated and captioned as above, the following is an 
evaluation of the informants set forth therein: U 

/ / / - ' s 

T 7 2, T-^8, T^, T-rll, T-12, Tt 13 and T-25 were 
in a position to furnish reliable:\information.;& 


T-3, 1-4, T 7 5> T?6, T-r, T-^10 and T-l4 
have furnished reliable information in the past.«f^ 


This is loaned to you by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and neither it noribs contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which loaned. |j 
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• Qotfnty CP Convention, 
/1/18-19/57 

Identified photo of 
^^sublect, 4/2/57 
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delegate, 1/27/57 


b2 
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Identified photo of 
subject at site of 
^thNat'l Convention, 
CP, USA 


Identified phto of 
^subject on 3/19/57 

Location & date of 
* Reconvened NY State 
^"'CP Convention 

Subject at Reconvened 
"NY State CP Convention, 
^3/30-31/57 

Idepttfied photo of 
)ject at Alhambra 
lall, NYC 


6yment, 8/8/57 
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File No. 
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100-13292-552 
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Instant report 
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NY St&te CP Con- 
vention to be 
"held 1/25-27/57 

, Identified photo of 
subject, 4/2/57 

Subject-**^ NY State 
^CP^Convention, 1/26/57 

. Re i^fehr' National Con- 
^^/ve'ntion, CP, USA 

Subject as visitor 
‘ at 16th. National 
invention, CP, USA 

Re comments of JACK 
. SJACttEL at National 
.✓Executive Committee 
^ of CP, 6/22-23/57 


T-8 




T-Q^ 




T-IO 


One LESTER from 
"Daily^Worker" at 
Convened NY State 
"iCP Convention, 
4/30,31/57 
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100-13292-517 
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100-13292-522 
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(request) 


Date of Activity 
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Date 

Received 



Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 


File No. 

where 

Located 



eetings at 
ambra Hall, 




1955 


100-13292-565 


Subject^ at annual 


100-13292-471 

./'Daily Worker" 

b2 


pfcnic, 9/23/56 

b6 

r 7 r* 


Subject^a't Prayer 
JPirlgriraage, 5/17/57 

JO / C 

b7D 

100-13292-559 

Greetings to GEORGE 
MfEYERS, Christmas, 1955 


100-13292-454 

I Greetings to ARNOLD 
J. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
/•Christmas, 1955 


100-13292-464 

Greetings to AL 
LANNON, Christmas, 


100-13292-458 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the en- 
closed report only in those instances where the identities 
of the sources must be concealed. tj 

Informants used to document Camp Midvale, as set 
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Agent Location of Info 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 



On 7/3/57, { 
a been appof 


had been appointed by I 


stated that 


], Editor of "The 


f 


mn sz 


Worker", to assume” the position as sports~writer of "the 

LESIER d RODNlY JU l y d A ^ St y 1957 * ln the absence of 

ossibility that 
sports editor and 
the position. U 


stated she feels there is a 
jitill not resume his duties as 
may be permanently assigned 


On 8/8/57, 


expressed the opinion that 


TD/vrNvrr nr i_ ' f t \ IOAJJ15DOCU WiC Upj.IIJ.UU WJat 

RODNEY has become an. extreme right winger and has developed 
an indif f erent attitude toward the paper and the Party. 

I I advised that from this she had developed the , 

opinion that RODNEY may never return to "The Worker. "X a 

The fisur at Chateau Gardens on 1/25/57. NY 
State CP Convention, was conducted by SAS| 

I I and PETER C. MITESSER. ^ 


The fisur at Yugos lav Ha ll. p C,_on 2/10/57, 


was conducted by SAS [ 
ADCOCK and ' 


HOBSON H. 


v * 

The fi^ur at Yugoslav qfjl on 2 / 11 / 57 . w|.s 


conducted by SAS 
B. MEADE and PETilH C. fUWi&Kfl:* 


JOHN 


Th e fisur, at Adelphi Hall on 2/19/57 was con- 
ducted by SA | M 


The agent who observed the subject entering- 

*1 n 1. A/\ *1 * A . > . | 


— ^ ~ * VPN* VMV vv V J. 

Yugoslav Ha ll on March 30, 1957, and 3/31/57 was SA 

IA 


ducted by SAS 


The fisur on 5/10/57 at A lhambra Hall was con-. , 

’ and PAUL J. NEUMANN .{,( 


b2 

be 
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The pretext Interview with the s uperintenden t at 
30 Fairvi ew Ave., NYC, was conducted by SA I L 

I \ who used the pretext of a friend desiring to 

comment on RODNEY 1 s articles on segragation. M 

This report is being classified confidential in 
view of the nature of the contained thereiq . 

It is noted subject 'sH 


(Bufile IOO-205832; NYfile 100-50261) is carried on the 
SI of the NYO. )g^ 

(U) 

SI cards 


Subject is carried on the SI 
are current and accurate, 




of the NYO and his 


the 

i{ 


subject is 


available : 

I \ 


A suitable photograph of 
to the NYO in subject's case file. 

Subject was interviewed on 11/9/53 by SAS of f \ 

the NYO at which time he refused to make any comment to j I 
this Bureau. Subsequent to that time, no information l 
has been received to indicate RODNEY would be more willing 
to talk to this Bureau. In view of this and in view of his, 
recent participation in subversive matters, no request 
is being made for a second interview at this time. This 
case has been re-evaluated in the light of SI criteria 
and still fits this criteria. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 
at NY. 


, 8/7/5S, 
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been reported that he is now employed as a free lance writer. 
He has not been observed during the course of spot checks 
at his resid.ence. 
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SYNOPSIS: 

(continued) 



this action. Former staff of DW reportedly 
planned dinner for subject in June, 1958, prior 
to his departure for California to make his home. 




- P* - 


DETAILS : I. BACKGROUND 

Residence 


On July 22, 1958, T-l advised that LESTER RODNEY 
had changed his address in June, 1958, from 30 Fairview Avenue, 
New York City, to 2108 West 108th Street, Los Angeles, 

- X 


Employment 


T-2 on November 8, 1957, advised that as of that date, 
LESTER RODNEY was on the "Daily Worker" editorial staff as a 
general reporter and sports columnist. fX 

The "Daily Worker" is a former East Coast Communist 
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958.1/ 

The "Daily Worker" of January 13, 1958, which was 
the final edition of the "Daily Worker," carried an article 
on page 7, column 5 j headed "The Scoreboard," over the by-line 
of LESTER RODNEY. This column related that RODNEY had written 
the lead story on the "Daily Worker's" first sports page in 
September, 1936, and that the column on January 13> 1958, 
would be his final column. (,( 


On January 31 t 1958, T-2 advised that the last 
articles written by LESTER RODNEY for the "Daily Worker" were 
appearing in "The Worker" under the by-line "J.C, HOUSER 

"The Worker" is an East Coast Communist weekly 
newspaper. If 


On February 2, 1958, the subject was contacted by a 
Special Agent of the FBI, under suitable pretext, at which 
time he advised that he was no longer with the "Daily Worker" 
or "The Worker" because of a reduction in staff. ^ 
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SfCUTi 

On March 3, 1958, T-3 advised that he had been told 
on that date by the subject that the subject had been doing 
some free-lance writing and was planning to go to California,] 


The periodical '‘Jewish Currents,' 1 issue of June, 
1958, contained an article on page 18, titled, "Jewish Champ3 
in Sport." The author of this article was shown as LESTER 
RODNEY. * L{ 


T-4 on June 3, 1958, furnished information that in 
May, 1958, LESTER RODNEY had advised WILLIAM PATTERSON, General 
Manager of "The Worker, " that he, RODNEY, had been unemployed 
since leaving the "Daily Worker," 

"The Worker" of January 26, 1958, page 16, column 4, 
reported that WILLIAM L. PATTERSON had been appointed 
General Manager of "The Worker, "tl 

The subject’s employment at the present time Is not 
known. L\ 


II. AFFILIATED WITH THE 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


A. Evidence of Membership in the 
Communist Party (CP) 


On August 5, 1957, T-5 advised that LESTER RODNEY 
had gone to the West Coast on or around July 1, 1957, for two 
months, T-5 advised that there was a feeling at the office of 
"The Worker" that RODNEY might not return to New York City 
and "The Worker." T-5 stated this feeling was based on the 
fact that RODNEY was considered an extreme right-winger in 
the political ranks of the CP and in recent months he had 
maintained a somewhat indifferent attitude regarding the 
then current factional disputes vtttl&n the CP. 


T-6 on January 8, 1958, furnished information that 
a meeting of the Board of th e Industrial Division of the 


at 

CP on that date, 
that LESTER RODW 


!77 


of the "Daily Worker" stated 
along with certain other employees of 


the "Daily Worker * had stated they were leaving the Party 
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On December 27., 1954, T-7 reported that at a Press 
meeting of District 7 , CP, USA, held at Detroit, Michigan, 
on December 16, 1954, 1 wa,s introduced as 

(U) Labor Editor of the “Daily worker. " 


T-8 advised that GENE DENNIS had stated in early 
January, 1958, that JOHN GATES had stated he was going to 
resign from the CP and this would probably take place within 
a week of January 6, 1958. DENNIS also stated, according to 
the informant, that he felt that if GATES left, among those 
he would take along would be LESTER RODNEY. 

T-§ on June 3, 1957, advised that JOHN GATES had 
been elected Secretary for Public Affairs and to the 
National Administrative Committee of the CP at the 
National Executive Committee meeting on May 22-23, 1957. 
The informant also at that time described GATES as 
Editor-In-Chief of the "Daily Worker." On January 10, 
1958, JOHN GATES resigNl from the CP. ^ 

The "Daily Worker" of February 13, 1957, identified 
EUGENE DENNIS as one of the twenty merabers-at-large of the 
National Committee of the CP, USA, elected at its 16th 
National Convention, February 9-12, 1957. 


In the "Daily Worker" of January 13, 1958, page 7, 
column 5, the column "The Scoreboard" over the by-line of 
LESTER RODNEY, which was said to be the final column by 
RODNEY, contained reminiscences of his career as a sports 
writer for the "Daily Worker" and ended with the following 
sentence: t{ 


(U) 


"As I think of the way the widening ripples from the great 
victory moved ever outward, how they soaked into our country’s 
life and became part of the Supreme Court decision on schools, 
I know that no matter what conclusions I may draw from present 
party developments, I will always, repeat, always be proud of 
having been in a party and having worked on a newspaper which 
did so much for ray country." 


On February 4, 1958, T-5 advised that he had a talk 
with subject at the Headquarters of "The Worker", during which 
RODNEY expressed himself as being extremely disgusted with both 
the CP and the operation of the paper. 



b6 
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(U) 

(U) 



On April 13, 1958, T-9 furnished information that on 
that date WILLIAM WEINSTONE had described LESTER RODNEY, along 
with certain other individuals, as being the ’’GATES forces'*, 
who were no longer on the paper but were still in the Party ^ 


On May 27, 1957, T-10 advised that WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
was made Educational Director of the New York State CP 
on May 25, 1957. 

B. Evidence of Sympathy with the Aims 
and Purposes of the Communist Party 


On December 30, 1957, T -ll fur nished information re- 
flecting that in 1957 the name of I l and LESTER RODNEY of 

30 Fairview Avenue, New York City, appeared on a Christmas 
greeting card addressed to GILBERT GREEN, who was then an 
inmate of the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas j 

The "Daily Worker" of January 1, 1951, identified 
GILBERT GREEN as a member of the National Committee of 
the CP, USA, elected at its 15th National Convention in 
December, 1950. GREEN was convicted in the United States 
Distriet Court, Southern District of New York, on 
October 14, 1949, for violation of the Smith Act. He 
is currently serving his sentence. [\ 


The "Daily Worker" on December 18, 1957, carried 
a column on page 4, column 4, under the by-line of LESTER 
RODNEY, in which he related that "The New York Times" had on 
the previous day printed a letter of his calling for the 
release of GILBERT GREEN and HENRY WINSTON. This column 
read In part: ^ 

"....That is certainly the main thing, 
anything which might possibly help speed up the ending 
of this barbaric injustice. The Justice Department must 
reluctantly admit that under the American laws of evidence 
insisted on by a post-McCarthy Supreme Court, it has no 
evidence, no case whatsoever, aid must drop Smith Act re- 
trials in California and other states, tl 


"Yet Green and Winston are still in Jail, though 
they are the victims of the exact same miscarriage of 
Justice, the exact same fraud.' " y 


- 5 - 


<1 a \ 
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1, 


1951, identified 


The "Daily Worker" of 
HENRY WINSTON as a member of the National Committee of 
the CP, USA, elected at its 15th National Convention in 
December, 1950. WINSTON was convicted in the United 
States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
on October 14, 1949* for violation of the Smith Act. 

He is currently serving his sentence. || 


The Board of Elections of New York City made available 
on November 20, 1957, a photographic copy of page 254 of the 
Independent Nominating Petition of the People’s Rights Party 
circulated on behalf of ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, candidate for 
the public office of City Councilman, 24th Senatorial District, 
Borough of Manhattan. The name LESTER RODNEY of 30 Fairview 
Avenue, appears as a witness to the signatures on page 254 
of the petition, which is dated September 19, 1957. if 


The People’s Rights Party has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. f,{ 

The "Daily Worker" of September 11, 1957, page 3, 
column 4, contains an article headed "Canvassing Scribe 
Finds They Weren’t Kidding," over the by-line of LESTER 
RODNEY. In this article the writer described his experiences 
in canvassing for signatures in the Lower East Side for the 
petition to put ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN on the ballot as a 
candidate for City Council. f{ 

"The Worker" of September 22, 1957, page 12, column 1, 
carried an article headed "Interview with City Council Candidate 
Gratified by East Side Response, Elizabeth Flynn Tells Reporter, 
and by-lined LESTER RODNEY. The article referred to ELIZABETH 
GURLEY FLYNN as a veteran Communist leader less than four months 
out of jail on the "now crumbling Smith Act fraud" and reported 
her views as the People’s Rights Party candidate for New York 
City Council. 11 


On May 8, 1958, T42 identified LESTER RODNEY as one 
of the individuals appearing in a group photograph of 
participants marching in the May Day Parade of 1949 , \^/ 


(U) 
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C. 


scagtQ 

Relations with the "Pally Worker” and “The Worker” 


1. Writings Appearing in the “Daily Worker" 
By-lined by LESTER RODNEY Evidencing 
Adherence to the CP Line and/or Sympathy 
with the Communist Movement 


The "Daily Worker" of November 4, 1957, page 4, column 
1, contained an article headed, "’Battle for the Minds of Men* 
Dept." by-lined LESTER RODNEY. In this article RODNEY referred 
to an attack of GEORGE SOKOLSKY in the "New York Journal -American" 
on MARTHA DODD STERN and her husband, ALFRED STERN. The article 
quoted the STERNS as stating that they were proud of "what 
they had stood for in the past and stand for now," and 
set out their activities, including such items as supporting 
and defending the Spanish Loyalists and the Chinese struggle 
for liberation, their activity in the American Labor and 
Progressive Parties, and support of civil rights for all 
Americans. The RODNEY column criticized SOKOLSKY for con- 
cluding that this statement of the STERNS made it clear that 
they had adopted the Soviet line all the way through. The 
RODNEY article states in part: 


"Now the Soviet Union, by its own unprecedented 
admission, is far, very far from perfect. Yet what a compliment 
to its basic policies is implied in the Sokolsky column.' All 
the gooq honest, non-seeking, public minded activities in 
behalf of human betterment are 'the Soviet line.’" If 


On July 24, 1957, JACK SOBLE, convinhad fnr*mp>r» 
Sov iet espionage agent, advised SASf 
and 


t 


Soviet agents. 


that ALFRED and MARTHA STERN were 


In the "Daily Worker" on January 8, 1958, page 4, 
column 5, the column "The Scoreboard" by LESTER RODNEY dealt 
with the death of HOWARD RUSHMORE, who at one time had worked 
for the "Daily Worker." The column outlined RUSHMORE 's switch 
to writing for the Hearst newspapers against the Communist 
Party, and contained the following which stated in part: U 


b6 
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"....The Rushmores decide to move over for cash, to what 
appears to he the respectable side of anti-Communism. ... 

They are moving to the side of the easily accepted, the 
powerful, the commentators, the 'official* side. Yet it 
doesn’t work, it is, for all its moneyed hugeness, a facade. 

The rats who patter to it are the opposite of ’respectable* 
because somewhere in them they forever know the extent of 
the billion dollar lie, they know the towering moral superiority 
of people who have the dignity of being for good things, for 
sanity, brotherhood, a better social order than dog-eat-dog- 
f or-prof it . " [{ 

In "The Worker" of January 12, 1958, page 11, 
column 1, under the by-line of LESTER RODNEY, it was stated 
that the "Daily Worker" would close shop with Monday’s issue. 

The writer stated in his column," In spite of some pretty 
hot differences of opinion on why the Daily Worker had to die, 
and to be candid as I like to think I’ve always been, I feel 
strongly it was the continuing stranglehold of sectarianism 
and the unwillingness of some to make the big turn indicated 
by life and recognized by the C.P. Convention, there is no 
hesitancy or insincerity in wishing to all Worker readers 
and to the paper itself success in furthering the things we 
held in common— peace and democracy, which the overwhelming 
majority of our countrymen also want, and socialism, which 
the majority does not want or understand, but which they will. 
Democratic American socialism based on our country's better 
trad&ffoas will be 'the most.'" 

In his final column, part of which has been already 
set out, appearing in the "Daily Worker", 1/13/58, page 7, 
column 5> subject stated in partt (,[ 

"....And so this is the final column. I think 
everyone knows by now how I stand on the issues which have 
been fought out in the Communist Party. I believe we urgently 
had to make crystal clear that we truly stood for socialism 
with political democracy, based on our country's best traditions, 
and that this and other important decisions of the party con- 
vention have been shunted aside. Yet let me say I have only 
pity for a writer leaving the party and saying he is 'coming 
out of a nightmare.' Good Lord, the nightmare is the H-bomb. 

The nightmare is the John Poster Dulles policy which says 'no* 
to the whole worldfe cry to end it. The nightmare is surely 
in the long run an immoral economic system which seems to need {.( 
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"war or war production to function without breakdown. The 
nightmare is jim crow, the inhuman crime which still shames 
our land. Isn't the only real question how you actually 
help rally the most Americans in the U.S.A. of 1958 to fight 
these nightmares?” 

2. Other Articles Written Over the By-Line 
of LESTER RODNEY in the "Daily Worker” 
or "The Worker” 


In addition to the column, ”The Scoreboard," 
a column primarily devoted to sports which appeared with some 
regularity, the following additional articles under the 
by-line of LESTER RODNEY appeared in the "Daily Worker" or 
"The Worker" on the dates indicated: [,( 


"The Worker" 

July 28, 1957 - "Baseball in Milwaukee and 

a Ford Belt-Line" 


"The Worker" 
September 1 , 1957 


"The Worker" 
September 8, 1957 


"Daily Worker" 
September 13, 1957 


A Worker" 
September 15, 1957 


"The Worker" 
September 29, 1957 

"The Worker" 
October 13, 1957 


"Tribal Culture on Display at 
Annual Southwest Indian Fete" 


"Drums Throbbed in the Night 
At the Indian Rodeo in Gallup" 


"What Liberal, Labor Groups Are 
Doing on Little Rock" 


"I Looked Into 11 Classrooms 
In Junior High School 88" 


"Notes From a Cross Country Trip” 


"The 'Moon' Loosens All Tongues" 


The ^igg^^fljicle, which appeared on page 12, column 
1, described j&itiL persons interviewed regarding the Russian 
satellite which had recently been put into orbit. The article 
related that the writerin response to one individual's 
reaction, stated that if the Russians want war, why would 
they wait for us to catch up with them, and "isn't it odious . 
that war isn't their aim, and therefore shouldn't we think 
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"about mutual agreement on disarmament in this day and 
age, instead of only ‘le^s get back ahead of them!* 51 1/ 

"The Worker" 

October 13, 1957 - "Fabulous Milwaukee, the City 

Behind the Baseball Fever" 


This article, appearing on page 6, column 2, under 
the by-line of LESTER RODNEY, discussed various aspects of 
the City of Milwaukee with particular emphasis on the 
Socialist tradition in the city government* jj 


In connection with this article, it should be 
noted that T-$£ furnished information reflecting that in 
October, 195? * RODNEY directed a letter to SIG EISENSCHER 
at Milwaukee* in which he advised how he happened to 
write the article and apologized for omissions and errors* 
The writer stated in part that in writing of the status of 
labor in that city, that he felt odd about omitting mention 
of the Party and added, "I suppose it is always okay and 
mostly true of any Industrial area to at least say that 
the Communists were part of the blood and guts of the 
industrial unionism breakthrough and I should have said it." 


T-14 advised on April 16 , 1957, that SIGMUND 
GUSTAVE EISENSCHER was elected in April 1957 as Chairman 
of the CP of Milwaukee County. N ' w 


"The Worker" 

October 20, 1957 - "Fired Aircraft Workers Say: 

•Find Us Jobs 1 " 


"The Worker" 
December 1, 1957 

"The Worker" 
December 15, 1957 


"Boston Hears Sharp Debate on CP, 
Cheers Peace Most" 

"Xmas Present in a Bronx RR Yard" 


"The Worker" 

November 3, 1957, 

page 6, column3. - This contained a short article by-lined 

LESTER RODNEY, which criticized FULTON 
LEWIS, Jr., a newspaper columnist, f or what RODNEY described 
as an attack by LEWIS on ELEANOR ROOSEVELT for favorable 
statements concerning the Soviet Union allegedly made by 
Mrs. ROOSEVELT. If 
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3. Separation from the "Daily Worker 11 

T-2 advised on December 12, 19575 that the "Daily 
Worker" would he abolished in the near future and that LESTER 
RODNEY and other individuals on the "Daily Worker" staff would 
petition the American Newspaper Guild to sue for severance 
(D) pay if dissolution and dismissal occurred, 7^ 

T-15 on January 19, 1958, advised that he had heard 
that LESTER RODNEY was one of four "Daily Worker employees 
who had submitted a joint letter of resignation to the "Daily 
Worker" during the first week of December, 1957a however, 
the "Daily Worker" had refused to publish the letter and had 
( u ) not accepted the resignation « ^ 

On January 3 a 1958, T-lo advised that LESTER RODNEY 
was among "Daily Worker" people at a meeting of the Committee 
(U) to Save the "Daily Worker" held December 2b, 1957a at the 
offices of the "Daily Worker, 

In the "Daily Worker" of December 30, 1957a a letter 
appeared in the column "Speak Your Piece," on page 4, column 3a 
which was printed over the name LESTER RODNEY and five other 
employees of the "Daily Worker", and which was headed, "Disagree 
with Statement on Gates." This letter commented on a statement 
which had been made by GATES in response to a query by "The 
New York Times" and which appeared in "The New York Times" 
story on December 2o, 1957, concerning the rumored suspension 
of the "Daily Worker." GATES was criticized for his statement 
by the National Administrative Committee of the CP and the 
"Daily Worker" letter in turn criticized the National Administrative 
Committee, stating in part, "..But the Administrative Committee's 
characterization of his comment as a 'violation of the most 
elementary organizational principles common to all working 
class organizations’ in our opinion is groundless, -uncalled 
for, and too reminiscent of previous harmful practices which 
the Communist Movement has criticized itself^and is trying 
to shed . " J | 

T-2 advised on January 27, 1957a that he had learned 
that LESTER RODNEY was one of a small group of "Daily Worker" 
i T - T ! employees who were JOHN GATES followers, and who were refusing 
to leave the paper until they received their severance pay.7>/ 



j 
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T-3 on January IT, 1958, advised that on the afternoon 
of that day, the editorial staff of the "Daily Worker” was up 
in arms and fist fights almost broke out when their demand for 
severance pay was refused. T-3 advised that RODNEY, whom 
he described as one of the leaders in the fight for severance 
pay, had stated that he might go to California in the spring 
and start a new life. 

T-4 in June, 1958, made available information re- 
flecting that on or about May 17, 1958, RODNEY had directed 
a communication to WILLIAM L* PATTERSON as General Manager 
of "The Worker", advising him that he and his family were 
planning to go to California in the near future and that in 
order to make the trip it was necessary that he receive the 
severance pay and back pay for his employment on the "Daily 
Worker." He stated that while he was entitled under their 
agreement to *1,230, he had only received $350. a He also 
stated that there appeared to be no evidence of /rill to 
meet this agreement and visits and phone calls had not 
succeeded in obtaining the money for him. He declared that 
if the money was not received by the following Friday, he 
would find it necessary to place the matter in the hands of 
the Newspaper Guild, in which case he would seek to recover 
a greater sum as called for by the "Daily Worker" contract 
with the Newspaper Guild. He expressed his regrets 
that in spite of his patient waiting, his continued cooperation 
with the paper, and his many attempts to obtain satisfaction 
amicably from the Party, he had not succeeded in averting 
what he referred to as a 'fragedy. " V 

T-17 advised on March 30, 1958, that at a State 
Executive Board meeting of the CP of Minnesota held on February 
27, 1958, CLARENCE SHARP, a member of the Minnesota State CP 
Executive Board, reported that LESTER RODNEY, along with 
certain other "Daly Worker" employees, demanded severance 
pay and threatened to go to the union, which caused "The 
Worker" to be placed in serious financial difficulties. 

SHARP described this as nothing more than blackmail.)^ 

T-15 advised on May 26, 1958, that he had recently 
seen the subject, who complained that the "Daily Worker" was 
behind in its payments of severance pay to him. According to 
T-15, RODNEY intended to consult the Newspaper Guild in an 
effort to compel the "Daily Worker" to resume his payments 
to him as he planned to leave for California to establish 
residence there . 
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T-18 on May 25* 1958* advised that at a meeting of 
the New York State CP Committee, held in New York City on May 23, 
24, 1958, the group was addressed concerning the fund drive 
for "The Worker" by BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr. DAVIS commented 
unfavorably concerning the threat of subject and others to go 
to the Newspaper Guild if the paper does not pay severance pay 
and back wages . 

T-19 also furnished information concerning the 
above-mentioned New York State CP Committee meeting on 
May 23* 24, 1958, and reported that DAVIS had called the 
action of RODNEY in threatening to go to the Newspaper Guild 
over his severance pay "contemptible 

The "Daily Worker" on May 6 , 1957* reported 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr., was elected to the CP 
National Committee at a National Committee meeting 
on April 27, 28, 1957. [I 


T-20 furnished information on May 27 , 1958 , that 
WILLIAM PATTERSON had advised subject on that date he had 
something for him at "The Worker" and would have the rest 
on Thursday morning. 


D. Miscellaneous Activity 

1. Association with JOHN GATES 

T-21 on January 30* 1958, furnished information 
reflecting that JOHN GATES had asked LESTER RODNEY to help 
him in preparing material concerning the publication of the 
"Daily Worker" for an article to appear in "Life Magazine . "C 

T-21 advised on February 11 , 1958, that the subject 
had an appointment to meet with JOHN GATES on the following 
(U) evening. 

T-21 on March 16 , 1958, furnished information that 
LESTER RODNEY and JOHN GATES had a discussion on that date 
about the "Daily Worker" and about the recent article which 
(U) had been written by GATES. W 


- 13 - 
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2. -Dinner for RODNEY 


On June 11, 1958, T-10 advised that according to 
ISIDORE WOFSY, CP, USA Reserve Fund functionary, LESTER 
RODNEY would leave soon for the West Coast where he intended 
to make his home. He advised that the former staff of the 
"Daily Worker" planned to give a dinner for RODNEY before 
hts departure, g 


III, MISCELLANEOUS 


Informants, who are generally cognizant of some 
■of CP activity in the New York City area, advised on 
various dates in July, 1958, that they had no additional 
information to furnish concerning the subject, ^ 
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APPENDIX 


"JEWISH CURRENTS” 

"Jewish Life" for October, 1957., announced that with 
the issue to be published in January, 1958, the magazine was 
changing its name to "Jewish Currents." 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publica- 
tions, revised and published as of January 2, 1957, to 
supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951, prepared and 
rotgaasd by the Committee on Un-American Activities, U.S. 

House of Representatives, contains the following concerning 
"Jewish Life": [/[ 

"JEWISH LIFE 

"l.Gited as a Communist front which ‘first appeared 
in November 1946, as a monthly published by the Morning 
Freiheit Association, publishers of the Yiddish Communist 
daily. Morning Freiheit. i 

(Gommittee on Un-American Activities, Report, ‘Trial by 
Treason: The National Committee to Secure Justice for the / 
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell, » August 25, 1956, p. 93. )" 
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APPENDIX 


MAY DAY 'PARADE - . 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publica- ■ 
tions, " revised and published as of January'S, 1957, to 
supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951, prepared and 
released by the Committee on Un-American Activities, U.S. 

House of Representatives, contains the following concerning 
the May Day Parade, 

"MAY DAY PARADE 

"1, ‘The May Day Parade in New York City is an 
annual mobilization of Communist strength, * 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action 
Gommittee, March 29, 1944, p., 179. )" 
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DECLASSIFI 
ON OS-26-2 


Slttfirft states Hrpartmenf of Steatite 
Steiteral bureau of 3teoeattgafion 
New York, New York 
August 5 > 1958 „ 


!Y 60324 uc hwj sati/m^ 



Re : Lester Rodstein, with alias : 

Lester Rodney 
Security Matter - C 


b6 Referen ce is made to the report of Special Agent 

b7c I I dated and captioned as above. Informants 

utilized therein are characterized as follows: L( 

T-l, T-6, T-9, T-13 and T-15* were in a position 
( T j) to furnish reliable information. ^ * 

T-2, T-3j T-4, T-5, T-7, T-8, T-10, T-ll, T-12, 
T-14, T-l 6, T-17, T-l8, T-19^ T-20 and T-21 have furnished 
101 reliable information in the past. 

Informants who were contacted in July, 1958 and 
who were unable to furnish additional information have all 
furnished reliable information in the past. ^ 


THIS IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI 
AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS 
ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 
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standard roRM no. 64 ^ Ur. L L i 

"*F ' o ON o. 

Office Mem wandum • 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc*bOT-Mb/ml 
ON 05 - 26-2010 / ^ 


UNITED 


fERNMENT. 


J-rT 


DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-46858 k y daie: 8/5/58 

SAC, HEW YORK (100-13292)/ \ 


SUBJECT-: 


LESTER RODSTEIN, wa: 
Lester Rodney 
SM-C 


^ Encl osed herewith are the original and 3 copies each 

of report of SA l l at New York, and letterhead 

memo, both of which are dated and captioned as above* One copy of 
each is enclosed for LA Office. U 

REFERENCES 1 

Report of SAl l 8/20/5$, New York. I, 


Report of SAl [ 0/20/55, New York. I U 

New York letter to Los Angeles dated 7/22/58 . / ( 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


/ The pretext call to subject on 2/2/58 re 
Ject had left the "Daily Worker" was made by SA [ 
iv the pretext cfcf being a faithful^r^ader. 



The attached report r 

nnnxTOV -fv.** «n- s -i'v4 


E n by RODNEY for the "D, 
11 under the byline J.ff 
as an alias, as it app; 
ed by "The Worker" rat] 

/ J* 

// ZJJ* ***>**>' 

On 1/2/581 

a discussion at CP Hei 


reflects that the last articles 
r ly Worker" were appearing in"The 
HOUSE . This name is not being 
ehtly was only a nom de plume , 
r than by the subject, U 'I»j 


"The Worker" rather than by the subject, U *1 Vis 

Jju> . ‘<±£1 '// ,rf l! tL ull m h / 


yi- \ On 1/2/58 ] T advised"~SA 1 I that 

A a discussion at CP Headquarters in Chicago on 1/2/58 

/op-iiiSe tween MORRIS CHILDS, FRED FINE and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, FINE stated 
h; 5 Sj 2§hat he thought subject, am»ng others, should remain on the 
-1 « u. <a Editorial staff of "The Worker," after the "Daily Worker" was 
suspended. The informant stated that in his Opinion this was 
(U) PINE’S personal thought only but that FINE had probably 

discussed this with other right wl^leMjrs of t^e CP. X 'ZfA 

On 5/22/58 I ~1 fur nish^^irCormatlon that on 

that date BILL ALBERTSON spoke with| advising 

him that Yso*ne .of . this dough - the loan we were supposed to 
underwrite" went ; to ‘LESTER. ALBERTSON stated that if he had a ^ 

(U) known any of ..the money would have gone to "him", he would no# ^ 

have agreed; to: It 1' '-ALBERTSON went on toesay he would have <5# S? 

’ /$$>/ c f.\J 

. 1 2-Bureau (100-46858) (RM) (Enes.8) A>£ Vu 

i . 1-Los Angeles (Enes.2) (RM) 9 4 8 1&o £} ; r > 




that on 
advising 


/ 3-New York (100-13292) 

Uf 6 fnm 



s?p 

Mi 
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refuse d to give "him 1 ’ a penny and let him go to the union* 

I I and ALBERTSON agreed that in the future that they would 

insist that they have a say in what is done with any money 
that they raise for the paper. It is believed that this 
conversation related to the payment of money as severance 
pay to RODNEY. 


A copy of this report is being furnished to the 
Los Angeles Office inasmuch as subject is now reportedly 
residing therdn. 

This case is being placed in a pending inactive ji 
status in the NYO pending the verification of subject's I 


present residence at Los Angeles 


Identity 
of Source 


■H 


1 


INFORMANTS 

Date of Activity 
Or Description 
of Information 


Agent to 
Date whom 
Received Furnished 


File Number 
where \ 

Located 


_T=1 


T-g 


fhange of 
address 


SAf 


Instant \ 

report | 


b2 
b6 
:b7C 

Employment on b7 D 

DW Editorial Staff . 

Articles under By-line / 
of J.O. HOUSE 

To sue for / 
severance pay 

Subject a GATES ' 
follower 


100-13292-646 

IOO-13292-621I 

I 

100-13292-63 J 
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Date of Activity Agent to 

Identity or Description Date whom 

of Source of Information Received Furnished 


T-3 Free-lance writing • 




Leader in fight for severance pay •* 

T-4 


Subject unemployed 


- 

Subject seeking 
severance pay 

JE=5 


Subject extreme 
Right Winger 

Disgusted with Paper 
and Party 

T-6 


Subject to leave Party / 

b2 
Sb 6 

T-7 


Used to document GEORGE MORRIS " 

T-8 


GATES to take subject along 
Used to document JOHN GATES 


- 

rp-a 


No longer on Paper but , 
in Party 




Used to document WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
Dinner in honor of RODNEY •/ 


- 

T-ll 


Christmas card to 


GILBERT GREEN 


File Numbei^ 
where v 

Located \ 

1 

100-13292-653 

100-13292-657 

4 

| 

100 - 4931-^17 

100*-4931-1At|i7 


100-13292-59^ 


100-13292-63: 


l 

1 



IOO-13292-629 


1 
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Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity 
or Description 
of information 


Agent to Pile Humber < 
Date whom where ' 
Received Furnished Located < 



May Day Parade, 1949 


100-47142- [ 

1B97-Photo 4u 


T-13 

Anonymous Source 
of Milwaukee Office 


10/23/57 


tequesl 


T-l 6 




Used to document SIGMUND EISENSCHER 


Jo int letter of 
1 resignation - ‘ 

Subject to consult ,/ 
Newspaper Guild 

Meeting to 
save DW 

CLARENCE SHARP 
described RODNEY* s •/ 
actions as blackmail 

BEN DAVIS commented 
unfavorably on RODNEY 



100-13292-640^- 
t .* 


- 68*1 


100-13292 


100 - 13292-628 



T-20 


T-21 


1 / 30/58 ' / 

/ 

2/11/58 / 
3/16/58 







NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will execute PD 128 upon receipt of information 
that Los Angeles has verified subject’s residence, as requested 
in New York letter to Los Angeles dated 6/23/58. 





FO-^0^(lr29-5a) 


(U) 



''l ♦ HXT Subject T s name is included in the Security Index. 'j 
2 . | [ The data appearing on the Security Index card are 

current . 

3. [~~Xl Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 

and Form FD-122 has been submi tted to the Bureau. 

4. [~X1 A suitable photograph |~X1 is | 1 is not available. 

5. r~X~1 Careful consideration has been given to each source 

concealed and T symbols were utilised only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

6. | | Subject Is employed in a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested I 

agencies are \ / . j 

Y~ r3^ IPhis report is classified CONT^EMTTAT. because 1 

the re^o^^^fb^Loseli that the PBIhabco^fidential informants 
and sources furnishing information on individuals and areas #f 
activity within the CP. Disclosure of this fact or of any of 
these informants would tend to hamper FBI investigation in . 
this field and would thereby be harmful to national security. y\ 


8 t p% I Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

when interviewed on 11/9/53 subject was uncooperative. 

In a column in the "Daily Worker" of 1/8/58, page 4, column 5> 
under the by-line of LESTER RODNEY, he referred in a disparaging 
manner to an alleged effort to interview subject several years 
before, describing it as a "revolting routine." 


(U) 


9. 


This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
10.|X1 This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

Subject in attendance at New York County, State, 


National and Industrial CP Conventions in 1957* 


L. 
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Office 

Memorandum 

TO : 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM : 

r 

SAC, LOS ANGELES 

SUBJECT: 

SM - C 

(00: NEW YORK) 

LA fileAQp-new 

b 6 

b 7 C 

LESTER RODNEY 
SM - C 

(00: NEW YORK) 

Bufile 100-46858 




DATE: 8/28/58 


6 



.. . iM-rnr; ’MTOn C0W$ 


NY file 100-13292 
LA file 100-56744 


HEREIN 1$ UP- 
DATE 




Re Albany letter 8/20A8 cautioned £ 
1 SM - C/‘ 00: Albany; 


M - C." q 


V 


b 7 C 


Enclosed herewith for the New York Office are two 
copies of refe renced Alba ny letter wherein information is 
set forth that I I drifted away from Communist Party 

meetings in late 1954; however, held orjto his "Dai ly Work er" 
job until 1955 or 1956. Relet further states that l I 111 

reportedly moved to Los Angeles sometime subsequent to 1956 J O 

| . 

The files of the Los Angeles O ffice c ontain no fyM'-'f \ A 

* 

\s> 


. if' 


\be ^ information concerning the activities of I l in the Los 


Angeles area. 

nd furnish -Los Angeles with back^ 

so that l l ean be identified and located. (J 



The New York Office is requested to review' \ c 
its ind ices and furnish -Los Angeles with background data 


For the information of the New York Office, Los 
Angeles indices contain no information identifiable with 

I l L( 

Concerning LESTER RODNEY mentioned in relet, the 
Los Angeles Office on 8/20/58 verified his residence in this 
area, which verification was furnished to New York by previous 
communication dated 8/21/58. 

Bureau^ (RE&IST |:RED1Y 2 - 3^ 00-4685%^. ^ ' 
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b6 

b 7 C 


2 - New York (REGISTERED) (Ends . 2l 
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1 - 1 00-5674 4' 'LU" .7 
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FD-128 (Rev. 4-3-58) 

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw set /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


Office Memorandum • united statS gover^m® 


TO 


Director, FBI 


w 

r l 


FROM 


SAC 


SUBJECT: 


Ms^York 


5TEiPe 


(100-468^8) 

(100-13292) 



DATE: 

-8/28/58- 

SEP 2 1958 


EESTER'RODJSIEIN, wa Lester Rodney 
SM-C 


CrrS? UTP 

f . .v- on 

SEP 1.2 1358 ^ 

^ The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investigation by this office. The 

EOS — le S Division has verified the permanent presence of the subject in its division 


residing and working at the addresses listed below. The . 
considered the new office of origin. 


Los Angeles 



. Division Is being<^ 


(U 


Residence address 


(/1.2J 


il226_His s t _l6lst_ _St_. ^ 

Lawndale , California \ -m. v l'E*0 ft 


Business address 




b ^unknown 


F0R 

DECLASSjfrcSTV 



Check the following applicable statements; 

□ This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 

K3 This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card. (The Bureau Is requested to make the appropriate 

changes in the Security Index at the Spat of Government. The TtOS Division 

should affix the addresses reflected above and the appropriate case file number.) 

□ This subject is tabbed for Detcom. 

r I This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. 

□. Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 

L— .1 A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. 

S3 A security flash notice has been placed with the Identification Division and a copy has been designated' 



refor. 


The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new Office of Origin with its copies of this letter 
£] Security Index Cards 
oa Serials (specify) 

I 1 Photograph of subject (check appropriate item listed below) 

1>^1 Negative and three copies of most recent or best likeness photograj&i T ^ 

I 1 None available. IjT/ RFfU * 

1=3 Previously furnished. ^ 


l 




V 


Registered Mail 
CC; 


R U C 


Enclosure(s) 

(3 - Bureau (100-46858) RM 

( 1-Identif icatioh Div.) 


Serials enclosed 




(U) 


Cl ^ 

V> 


, 1 copy each of M*^©ports 

> 2 - Los Angeles (100-56744) RM(T?;ncs 17) IT 

l 1 - New York (100-13292) Rp* of ,0 «C . NELSON, rillyl* 


be 

b7C 


J£Q. '■> c 


R^t o 

^nclos i;res Cor LA °f 

10 serials 
3 si cards 
3 phots s 

-1 n egative oho to 

octal encs 

50 SEP 22 


« Of 

unit 

« of [ 


11/1056 


TT 


I3B77/56 
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Cover letter and letterhead Memo 
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ng prepared hj 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc hmi sab /ml 
ON Qfc26-2010 


Office M.em3andum • united states government 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-46858) date.- 10/6/58 


m 

from (J SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-56744) 

v r 

subject : LESTER T^ODSTE III, wa., 

Lester Rodney 
SM-C 


(U) 


(U) 


Re FD 128 from New York to Director, dated 9/2/58, 
changing origin of captioned case to Los Angeles. A/ 

RODNEY now resides 4226 West l6lst Street, Lawndale, 
California and is self-employed as a writer from this residence.^ 

This case has been re-evaluated in the light of 
the current security criteria and in view of his attendance 
at New York county, state, national and industrial Communist 
Party conventions in 1957* It is recommended that he be 
retained on the Security Index. G/ 

Los Angeles is in receipt of a current report on 
the subject and this case will be placed in a closed status 
until August, 1959* when an annual report will be due. 
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- Bureau (REGISTERED) 

- Los Angeles 


DWEtpra 

(3) 


REASON FOR BMEilSION^ 



BATE Of’rEV® FOR 
DECLASSIFICATION 



akd 

ADVISED 3" 

SI>m £ 
DATE, 



PEG * 10 / &0 - ^ 



14 


OCT 13 1958 



LOS ANGELES 


TITLE OF CASE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


LESTER RODSTEIN, aka 
Lester Rodney 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Approved 


REFERENCES: 


Report of SA | | dated 8 / 5/58 at 

New York. 

New York FD-128 to Bureau dated 9/2/58. 

Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated 11/18/58, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

The subject has been personally observed and an FD- 
165 has been placed. 

His I 1 Bufile 100- 

205832 , Los Angelep file IOO- 55745 , is on the Los Angeles 
security index, jg 

(UK ^ 

SA LESTER H. EICHERLY, on 7/14/59, telephoned as an 
unidentified person to RODSTEIN* s residence and contacted his 
wife for verification of his residential address, ©le same 
type of telephone call was made to an unknown woman at his 
place of employment on 7/14/59* U 

rNw . a • . • * - ' 




Special Agent 




Do not write in spaces below 



■' Xf 

. This report is loaned to you by the FBl/and neither it nor its contents' are be distributed outside the agency to which loaned 
10^0 ☆ U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19SS O 344750 
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mp'STM 


LA 100-56744 

INFORMANTS 

Source 

LA. T-l, 


Location 
100-56744-36, 37 


(concealed at request) 

LA T-2, Photographic surveillance 
by SA WILLIAM J. BARRON, New York 
City, 6/12/58 

LA T-3, 1 I 

LA T-4, I 

( concealed at request; 


NEGATIVE INFORMANTS 
Source 



Date 

7/15/59 

7/21/59 

7/14/59 

7/16/59 


m 1 Q 0 - 4931 - 1 A 722 

“ " -Sub. P. 


AL 100-13525 
Agent 

LESTER H. EICHERLY (Oral) 
H. RAWLINS OVERTON (Oral) 

(Oral) 
(Oral ) 


- A - 

COVER PAGE 






1 


FD-30 



58) 



(U) 


8.m Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

the referenced report of SA I ~| states that 

when the subject was interviewed on 11/9/5 3> he was un- 
cooperative* In a column in the "Daily Worker” of 1/8/58, 
page 4, column 5 , under by-line of HESTER RODNEY, he 
referred in a disparaging manner to an alleged effort 
to interview subject several years before, describing it 
as a "revolting routine*" There is no indication he_ 

would be cooperative at this time. .W- _ , ,, . 

] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) he was in 
attendance at the New York County, State, National, 
and Industrial CP conventions in 1957* He was identi- 
fied as leaving the CP headquarters in New York City on 
6/12/58. 

11. X Subject’s SI card is X is not tabbed Detcom. 

T His activities cCo X cEo not warrant Detcom tabbing. 


b6 

b7C 
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UNffSD STATES DEPARTMENT OF 




TICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Report of: SA LESTER H. EICHERLY Office: LOS ANGELES 

Date: 7/24/59 

File Number: Los Angeles IOO -56744 

Bufile 100-46858 
Title: LESTER RODSTEIN 


Character: SECURITY MATTER - C 


Synopsis: 


(U) 


RODSTEIN was at the Communist Party (CP) headquarters in New 
York. City on 6/12/58. He had the "GATES viewpoint" that the 
CP would never be effective until it had a clean and public 
break with the Soviet union and he drifted away from the 
Communist movement. He stated in 1959 he was still in sym- 
pathy with the overall philosophy and aims of the CP. He 
applied in Los Angeles on 2/6/59 for a press card under the 
name LESTER RODNEY. 


- C - 


DETAILS 


BACKGROUND 


(U) 


RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 
[ lAT-1 (6/2/59)"^ 

RODSTEIN stated on June 1, 1959* he had moved from 
4226 West l6lst Street, Lawndale, California, to 5403 Sunny- 
view Street, Torrance, California. 


A Special , Agent lof the FBI ascertained on July 14, 
1959* by a pretext interview, that LESTER RODSTEIN resides 
at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, California. 

Urn:: reo#?B8iJlg/ /?/n 

FClul, II* 

DATE OB'TfEVIEW rOR„ / / ^ 

declassification. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency/ 

it and/or its contents are not fo be distributed outside your agency. 


10 — 74625-1 GPO 





r 


(U) 


LA 100-56744 
LA T-l 



(U) 


LESTER RODNEY, on June 3 , 1959, stated he was still 
in sympathy with the overall philosophy and aims of the CP 
and that the reason he left the CP was because of his dis- 
appointment with the manner in which KHRUSHCHEV, the hierarchy, 
and the CP Politbureau handled the Hungarian crisis and the 
revolution there* c% 

Logical informants generally familiar with the 
activities of the CP in the area where ROBSTEIN resides were 
contacted in July, 1959, and they advised they had no informa- 
tion regarding current activity or interest by RODSTEIN in the 
CP* 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 100-56744 
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ED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 



STICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
July 24, 1959 



LESTER RODSTEIN 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


(U) 


Informants utilized in the report of SA LESTER H« 
EICHERLY dated as above at Los Angeles have furnished reli- 
able information in the past, with the exception of LA T-l 
and LA T-4, with whom contact has been insufficient to Judge 
the reliability of their information* 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of any kind* It is the property of the FBI, and 
is a loan to your agency; it and/or its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency* j 


STANDARD FORM NO. «4 


Offid 


TO 


FROM 


(D) 


e Memorandum 

MVo Jo F. 

Mj* o To JDo 



SUBJECT: LESTER RODSTEIN 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc ban sab/ml 
ON 05-26-2010 

UNITED STATCS GOVERNMENT 


date: June 25 9 ■ lP'59 

Tolson 

Belmont _ 
DeLoach _ 
McGuire _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 


The case on the above -captioned individual 
has been reviewed by the Department and the subject 
name approved for inclusion in the Security Index 


Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 



The memorandum reflecting departmental 
approval dated June 11 s 1959 s is located in Bureau 
file 100-398030 Serial 2486o 


100-46858 


TDR/pmt 


fpmt 

r 







NOT RECORDED 

14 JUN 29 1S59 


STANDARD FORM NO. 04 ^ ^ f ( 5" ll— 53 ) 

Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-4*6858) DATE * 3/31/59 j 


“° M : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-5671*1*) 

subject: i£S TER < RODSTEIN , aka. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 




DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw sab/ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


.SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
TAB FOR DETCOM 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

Reporter, ^Evening Outlook” , 


15«0 3rd Street, Santa Monica, Califom 


JDnsemv 

REGISTERED MAIL * 


10 195S 






standard form no. 64 


FD-122 , 

( 5 - 11 - 53 ) 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 udfe* sab /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1*6858) 



' SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-5671*1*) 

I W 

I subject: ^gsjEo/ rcostedj^ wa# 

SECURITY MATTER - C 




DATE: 


10/6/58 


tvr/ t;td 

, ^/, OQ 

— A- 2- “ - 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALIASES 








NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCO M . TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX_ 

DATE OF 
BUSII 



PLACE OF BIRTH 


ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

Self employed writer from residence 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


- */ 'h i (-h X 


INTERESTED AGENCIES TJUSSSrlED ABC 


RES PONSIBILITY - ■: rtCCO../-. 

OCT 13 1 


EXTErl lit UNB V p-3 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS REASON F0HA TEflS,0r %L- 

FC1K1, H, T-W 


EW FOR 


DWE:emv 

REGISTERED MAIL 


fi% isn:i 



ssa. 



xteport 

FD-263 (5-12|R - 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw sab /ml 
ON 05-26-211111 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Heporting Office 

LOS ANGELES 


TITLE OF CASE 


Office of Origin 

LOS ANGELES 


7/8/60 


Report mode by 



LESTER RODSTEIN, aka. 


CHABACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


mwm/i 


Approved 
Copies made: 

eP- 1 


REFERENCE : 


Report of SA LESTER H* EICHERLY at Los 
Angeles dated 7/24/59. {I wracPRim agencies 

^ AID Finr C-' FIC^S 


- C - 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


/.T-r-r-n j-vy-WSMIG 

SLIP (3) or 

DATE /g?l / / 


Subject has been personally observed and an 
FD-I 65 has been placed, 


Subject’s! 

from the Security Index. Los Angeles 


, was canceled 

>-56745 .be 


Subject’s employment was verified through 
a pretext credit telephone call to his employer by SA 

| on June 25 , i 960 , ty 

Subject’s residence was verified on June 27* 
I960, through a. pers onal unidentified pretext interview 
with subject’s | | at residence in an attempt to locate 

the former owner of the property, ! | U 


Special Agent 
in Charge 


Do not write in spaces below 


Bureau (100-46858) (REGISTERED) 


3 - Los Angeles (100-56744) 
COPIES DESTROYED '' 

6 4 DEC 0 6 W75 


0 


\H<rrh 


17 JUL 12 1960 


mm 


Jo 6 

fbic 






Property of FBI — This report is loaned t^^^Jy'the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outvie the agency to which loaned. 
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FD-305 {ftev. 4-23-59) 


100-56744 

.♦ I X I Subject's name Is included in the Security Index^ 

l. l X I The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current . 

>» | | Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 

and Form FB-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

•.[X | A suitable photograph fXH is | | is not available. 

i.fX | Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

i. [ | Subject is employed in a key facility and 

Is charged with security responsibility. Interested 

agencies are . . , 

• , fX I This report Is c lassified OONEtDjiiafrrIAii because 
i (state reason) the data reported. from LA T-l 
\ could reasonably result in disclosure of confidential 
\ source of continuing value and compromise the 
\ future effectiveness thereof. 


8 ., fx~1 Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
he was uncooperative during attempted interview 
on November 9 , 1953. In the January 8, 1958 issue 
of the "Daily Worker," page 4, column 5> subject 
referred in a disparaging manner to an attempted 
interview several years earlier. As pointed out 
in rerep, subject stated in 1959 he was still in / 45 
^ ^ sympathjrwith the overall philosophy and aim of the._ 

Q | [ %*iS case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10. DO This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 

1 within such criteria because (state reason) 

he attended the New York County, State, National, and 
Industrial CP conventions in 1957 and in view of his 
statement in 1959 that he was still in sympathy with 
the overall philosophy and aims of the CP. 


11. (-X] Subject's SI card | | is | XI is not tabbed Detcom. 

[~~X1 Subject's activities | | do | X I do not warrant Detcom 

tabbing. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Copy to: 


Report of: I 

Date: July b,19bO 

Field Office File No.: LA 100-56744 

Title: LESTER RODSTEIN 


b6 

b7C 


Office: LOS ANGELES 

Bureau File No.: 100—46858 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


s/i 


(U) 


DETAILS: 


RODSTEIN resides at 5403 Sunny view Street, Torrance, 
California.' An informant learned in July of 1959 that 
RODSTEIN was no longer in the Communist Party (CP). 
Other logical Security Informants contacted in June of 
i 960 advised that RODSTEIN was not known to them to 
he a CP member. 


— 0 — 


PERSONAL HISTORY 


AW. P.nTTJATE AGENCIES 



Residence 


Through an appropriate pretext interview by 
a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
on June 27, i 960 , it was determined that RODSTEIN resides 
at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, California, /(t 

Employment 


Through an appropriate pretext interview on 
June 25, i 960 , it was determined that RODSTEIN is employed 
as a salesman by the Stiller-Hunt Advertising Agency,/ 
9033 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California. Cl 



CLASSIFIED AHtt V-o A/,//)* 
EXTEiTi&D BY ■ 
F.EAS0H FOH EXTEwSlOiJ 
FClf.l, U, 1 -2.4.2..-- 
DATE OF REVira Ft... 
DECLASSlFiCATIOHL 






This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



LA 100-56744 


ACTIVITIES 


Communist Party (CP) 

LA T-l (7/28/59) 

Informant learned in July of 1959 that RODSTEIN 
is no longer in the CP. ” * """"" 

* Logical Security Informants familiar with 

some CP members and activities in the Southern area of 
Los Angeles County, within which area RODSTEIN resides, 
advised in June of i960 that he is not known to them 
to be a CP member. iy 



FD-3 23 '(3-28-60) 


tZ$y' v 

* JTSSs *W> 




DEttASSIFIED BY 60324 uc barj s ah /ml 
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In Reply f Please Refer to 
File No. 100-56744 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California.. 

July 8, i960 M01 



Title 


LESTER RODSTEIN 


Character 


SECURITY HATTER - C 


Reference Report Of SA 

dated as above at Los Angeles * 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


COPIES DESTROYED 

6 4 D£C 0 6 1373 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc haw sab/ml 
ON 05-1^:010 


*FD- 122 (Rev. 1 1-23-56) 

STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


VI/ ^ '/ 

Memorandum • .united states government 

Okr , J 3L 

(j ^ * FM , PD1 /•) AA / Or'O \ t 



TO J Director, FBI (lOO-J+6858) 






4 


FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-567W 


Ac 


subject: LESTER^RODSTEIN, aka. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


DATE: 1 - 22-60 


CWVN VT0 

C />’ ■- -ii n,-) 


CZD 


It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above- captioned individual. 


lEj The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows (specify 
change only): 


Name 


Aliases 

1 — V 1 i‘ KCT i> 1 A'Xi:* jfl-liliin L/i-lL, J 

A"'?- vi’TT.p CFTICES 

r. 'r^r^Tj^ yrwfG r \ tj 

ob( rAAA^Mr 
date h °j r i 




Native Born 


□ 


Naturalized 


cm 


Alien 


□□communist IZ _ _ j Socialist Workers Party 

1 1 Miscellaneous (specify) 


□ 


Independent Socialist League 


JTab for Detcom 


Race 


Sex 


□ 


Male 


cm 


F emale 


Date of Birth 


Place of Birth 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 

Salesman, S^iller-Hunt Advertising Agency, 

^9033 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California 


Key Facility Data 

Geographical Reference Number 
Interested Agencies 


Responsibility 

// J \ if 


Residence Addr; 


fcm, 



EDT: sc v - 

frc B 1 1960 



not RECORDED 

*6 JAN 25 1960 



«•/ 4* 



FD - 122 (Rev. 1 1-23-56) DE C LMttLI FIED BY 60324 uc bw sab /ml 

standard form no. 64 ON - 2 0 1 0 


j||IFIED BY 60324 uc bw sat. /ml 

W~ 2010 • 

Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO | Director, FBI (100-46856) DATE: 7“29“59 


r 


FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES ( 100- 56 7W 

O 

subject: LESTER RODSTEIN, aka. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Cards UTD 
Cards Sent 00 


□ 


It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above - captioned individual. 


□O The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows (specify 
change only): 


Name 


Aliases 


jMCEHIATE AGBWCTN5 - 


AGD FIELD OFFICES 
ADVISED BY . 

SLIP(S) vsJLLCM 

date i 


UJ 1 

1 f IT 


□ 


Native Born 


nn 


Naturalized 


mi 


Alien 


Communist I I Socialist Workers Party 

Miscellaneous (specify) — — - - - 


CD 


Independent Socialist League 


mi 


Tab for Detcom 


Race 


Sex 


t=I 


Male 


m 


Female 


Date of Birth 


Place of Birth 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 

cussifi® 

« TEBDE lS 

r.EASO!* FOPji®'* 1 ' 




, JtjJ 


mii 


Key Facility Data 


Geographical Reference Numb 


DATE ' 

* * R AQnnt 


» n 


S daig: 


P /:i . 

w 14 


Responsibility 


Interested Agencies 


/oosJlC - 


f : r f f >i : 


Residence* Address 


Not KScoScao 


5^03 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, Cal<Ef o#$$a q /yoy 


53 AUG 11 1959 H . 

LHE: sc 

REGISTERED MAIL 



ft 




m 



Report Form 
FD-263 (5-12^5) . 

e 1 >- 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw sab /ml 
ON 05-26-2011 


• # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 


Office of Origin 


LOS ANGELES LOS ANGELES 


TITLE OF CASE 


LESTERTiODSTEIN, aka 


w - 

7/11/61 


Report made by 


Investigative Period 


6/15 - 6/30/61 


WILLIAM P. SHEEHAN 




REFERENCE : 


Report of SA|_ 
Los Angeles. 


- C - 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


7 / 8 / 60 , at 

UPPROPEIAIB AGENCIES 

‘ - (-riCES 

I * v **" * 


b 6 s: 

b 7 C DAIS . 


Subject has been personally observed and an 
FD 165 has been placed. ^ 

Subject’s » was^cancelled 

from the Security Index, Los Angeles iuu-567 

NEGATIVE INFORMANTS : 


Copies made: 


/T) 

Py - Bureau (100-46858) 
(REGISTERED) 

3 - Los Angeles (100-56744) 


73 c °Pr fo - /°1 v 

by roitfins slip f or 


Do not write in spaces below 



REG- 95. 


a ovaside^tlfe agency to which loaned. 











LA 100-56744 


/ \ 



- B - 

COVER PAGE 




LA 100-56744 


'*•13 

^ • [ g 

3»1 1 

5-rn 


6-CZ1 


Subject's name is included in the Security Index. \ 
The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current . 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

A suitable photograph [~5H is | ) is not available. 

Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

Subject is employed in a key facility and 
is charged with security responsibility, 
agencies are . , 


Interested 


7. CHI 


This report is classified 
(state reason) 


because 



8 - Fy_I Subject previously interviewed (dates) 11/9/53 
I x I Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
he was uncooperative when previously interviewed by 
Bureau Agents on 11/9/53. ROD HEY writing in the Daily 
Worker, 1 / 8 / 58 , Page 4, Column 5, referred in a 
disparaging manner to an alleged effort to interview 
the subject several years before, describing it as a 
"revolting routine . " There is no indication he would 
be cooperative at this time. 


9.1 


] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10.1 XI This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) he was 
in attendance at the Hew York County, State, 
national and Industrial CP conventions in 1957. He 
was identified as leaving the CP headquarters in Hew 
York City on 6 / 12/5 8 . 


11. PXl Subject's SI card | 1 Is | Xl is not tabbed Detcom. 


[ XI Subject 1 s activities 
tabbing . 


] do X I do not warrant Detcom 


- c* - 


Ih^IABjover page 


I 


FT>-20Jc (Hev. 3-3-59) 


Copy to: 


1^1 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw sab/ml 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Report of: WILLIAM P. SHEEHAN 

Date: 7 / 11/61 

Field Office File No.: 100-56744 

Title: LESTER RODS HE III 


Office: Log Angeles, California 

Bureau File No.: 100 - 46858 1 


Character: SECURITY MATHER - C 


(U) 


Synopsis: 

\ RODS HE III resides at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance? 
l Calif.'' Informants familiar with activities in the 
\Southern California District, Communist Party (SCDCP) 
in the Los Angeles-Torrance area of California were ^ 
contacted concerning R0DSHEIII with negative results. ^ 


- C - 



DETAILS : 


(U) 


(U) 


PERSONAL HISTORY 


RESIDENCE 


LA T-l ( 6/30/61 



This informant advised that RODS HE II I as of June 30, 
1961, resided at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, California/ 


EMPLOYMENT 


LA 


T-2 ( 6 / 3 0 / 611 %/ CLASSIFIED 

— fXTE?’DECKLY .£ 34 ?. . 

EFASGJ FcX/.’.FISiQfL 


FClfcl, II, 1-2A 

DATE OF pEYtEy’ FOR />/, A , « 

OECLASS/lCATUK^ . . . 




I 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 


LA 100-567^ 


This informant advised that RODS TE II I as of 
June SO, 19eX, was employed as a salesman 'ey the Stiller- 
Hunt Advertising Aseijcy, 9033 Uilshire Boulevard, Beverly 
Kills, California, 

ACTIVITIES 

Informants familiar with activities in the Los 
Angeles -Torrance area of California were contacted reyardin 
K0DSTEI1T. They advised that no information was lmown at 
this time concerning R0DST2I1P s interest in the Southern 
California District, Communist Party. 


- 2 * - \/ # 



FD-3Z3 (3-28-60) 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw sab/ml 
ON 05-26-2010 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No* XOO-56744 


a 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles California 
July 11 , 1961 



ix-cxe LESTER RODS TE IN 

Character SECURITY MATTER - C 

Reference Report of SA WILLIAM P. SHEEHAN 

dated as above at Los Angeles. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


COPIES DESTROYED 

6 4 DEC 0 6 1973 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


D-2G& CRev. b-1-59) ^ 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc bat-i sab/ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


* FEDERAcP BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES 


TITLE OF CASE 

LESTER c R0DSTEIN, aka 



INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD , 

6/15 - 7/6/62 V 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 

cem 


CHARACTER OF CASE / 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


REFERENCE : 

Report of SA WILLIAM P. SHEEHAN, 7/11/61, Los Angeles. If 

/FPRCPEIAT 1 *! AGENCIES 

£LI?(J) OJ 

ADMINISTRATIVE : DATE 


Subject has been personally observed and an FD 165 
has been placed. U „ . 

n Jh < tt / \ _/ 14 * / 

Subjects) was cancelled from the 

Security Index. W . . , / t~ 


The pretext interview on 7/5/62 w as an unidentified 
telephone call to RODSTEIN'S employer by SA | | 
who was advised RODSTEIN had left for the day. // 


APPROVED 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


IIIlHJjgtUM 

Bi 


r 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


WMi 










1 tJiV 4 JavI*1WPI!l 


3 



iff v wtWA 




mKm 















T 


l 


LA 100-t;.6744 
INFORMANTS : 

-t 

Source 
LA T-l 


Location 


NEGATIVE INFORMANTS: 


(Ul 


Source 


Orally 7 / 0 / 02 , SA 
Instant report 
Page 2 


Location 



7/5/62 

SA 



6/28/62 

SA 



7/5/62 

Sjli 



DOCUMENTATION OF ORGANIZATIONS : 

Constitutional Liberties Information center 
(U) (CLIC) 



- B 



COVER PAGE 



< 


FD-305 (Rev. 1-25-60) 

# • 


n. 


1, 

2 , 


m 


3-C 



^ — 

Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 

The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current . 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

A suitable photograph py~l is \ | is not available. 

Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

Subject is employed in a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are • 




tial 


because 


This report is classified con: 

(state reason) the data reported by LA T-l could 
reasonably result in disclosure of a confidential 
source of continuing value and compromise future 
effectiveness . 


tr\ 


8. 1 X I Subject previously interviewed (dates) 11/9/53 . 

I X I Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

because he was identified in attendance at New York State 
CP and National CP Convention in 1957, and identified 
leaving New York City CP headquarters June 1958. When 
writing in Daily Worker in January 1958 he referred to 
earlier interview by agents in unfavorable manner, and it. 
was reported 9/61 subject would write articles in connection 
CLIC Rally. CLIC described as a CP defense committee to 
combat ISA -1950. (See COVER PAGE D) 


0, 1 l This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10 . f~~x1 This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) he attended 
New York State CP and National Of Convention in 1957, 
i identified leaving New York City CP headquarters 

! June 1958 and reported 9/6l as writing articles in 

| connection with CLIC Rally. 


1 


11. m Subject's 
pyH Subject 1 s 
tabbing . 


SI card 1 | is PF1 is not tabbed Detcom. 

activities | | do HT1 do not warrant Detcom 



\ 


COVER PAGE 


LA 100-567^4 


8. (Continued) Foregoing would Indicate strong sympathy for 
Communist cause, suggest unfavorable attitude to another 
interview which might expose the Bureau to unjustified 
criticism and embarassment . |j 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




ICE 



Copy to: 



Report oh | 

Date: 7/10/62 

Field Office File No.s 100 -56744 

Title: LESTER RODSTEIN, 


Office: Los Angeles , California 
Bureau File No.: 100—46858 


Character: SECURITY MATTER - C 


Synopsis: 


bo 

b7C 


(U) 


RODSTEIN resides at Torrance, California. Reported 9/61 
RODSTEIN, a writer, would author articles on civil rights 
in connection with Constitutional Liberties Information Center 
Rally to be held 10/61. Logical informants contacted June, 

July 1962 advised RODSTEIN not known to be a Communist Party 

X woo 

- 0 - a t 'd ht™ r tT .7Jr . , 

' trr~ mU ,J. 

DETAILS : ' j 

BA CKGROUWDC LASSIFU 

RESIDENCE IeIsOU piS 

FCIW1, », V 

DATE 0F/BP O/P/ 



DECLAS/lFlCfU 


Torrance t California 

This individual advised June 28, 1962, that RODSTEIN 
resides at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, California. Q 

EMPLOYMENT 

Through an appropriate pretext interview by a 
Special Agent of the FBI on July 5, 1962, it was learned \J[ 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency j it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



that RODSTEIN is a salesman for Stiller-Hunt Advertising Agency 
9053 ¥^1 shire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, Calif ornia . 

ACTIVITIES 


Logical informants contacted in June and July, 1962, 
advised RODSTEIN is not known to be a Communist Party member^/ 

These informants are familiar with Commun.st Party 
members and activities in the South West area of Los Angeles 
County, which Includes Torrance, California. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES INDICATING A FURTHERANCE OF THE CP PROGRAM 


C .nst 1 1 ut Iona 1 


r 


(See Appendix) 


Liberties 


Information Center 


(CLIC) 


tf 


LA T-l (10/9/61) 

Informant advised that -,n September, 19ol, he had 
learned that RODSTEIN, a writer, would author some articles 
on civil r -ghts in connection with a Constitutional Liberties 
Informat on Center (CLIC) Rally to be held in October, 1961 . 
According to informant, these articles were to be written 
and sent to community and metropolitan newspapers, as well 
as to five college and university newspapers as a means to 
force the fox’mer newspapers mentioned to carry ads concerning 
, the CLIC Rally October, 1961. 


This source was recontacted on July 6, 19o2, and 
advised he had no further information concerning any articles 
written by RODSTEIN. However, metropolitan and community 
newspapers, source advised, carried the ad concerning the 
CLIO Rally. 




A source advised on August 25, 1961 that Consti- 
tutional-Liberties Information Center (CLIC) was formed in 
July., 1961 , in Los Angeles, California, as a Communist Party 
(CP) defense committee to combat the U. S. Supreme Court 
decisions of June 5 » 1961, upholding the Internal Security- 
Act of 1950 and the membership provisions of the Smith Act. 
Formation of a committee was announced at a CP meeting of 
the District Committee, Southern California District CP 
( SCDCP ) on July 8, 1961 by DOROTHY HEALEY, Chairman, SCDCP. 
Officers of CLIC include REUBEN W* BOROUGH, Chairman, and 
HUGH DE LACY, Vice Chairman. CLIC activity currently 
devoted to furnishing speakers to interested groups/ arranged 
and sponsored so far only by CP units, and to distribution 
of literature including reprints of the dissenting opinions 
of U. S. Suprene Court Chief Justice EARL WARREN and Justice 
HUGO L. BLACK. Sq>^ 


Another source advised on August 8, 1961 that 
REUBEN W. BOROUGH and HUGH DE LACY are current members of 
the Professional-Cultural Section, SCDCP. . . 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw saB/nil 
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UN U5— Zb-ZUlU 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Los Angeles , California 
July IQ, 1962 



Title LESTER RODSTEIN 


Character SECURITY MATTER - C 

Reference Report of SA WILLIAM P. SHEEHAN 
dated as above at Los Angeles. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


COPIES DESTROYED 

6 4 DEC 06 1973 



This document 
of the FBI and 
your agency. 


contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the DioDertv 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 






in 


CORRELATION SUMMARY 


EXEHP'im FROM AUT OHAT I C 
DEC L I CAT I ON 

AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
EXEMPTION CODE 2 EX (l, 6) 

DATE OS-26-2010 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


Main File No: 100-46858 

Subject: Lester^%odstein 


Date: March 1, 1963 

Date Searched: 12/7/62 


All logical variations of subject’s name $nd aliases were searched 
and identical references were found as 


\-/ Lester Rodstein 
\f J.Q^House (Pen name) 
/{ L .Rodney 
t \LesURodney 


me ar 

W N » L esteAoAjr 

. )b Lester C .^Rodney 
3 LBS^Rpdstein 


This is a summary of information obtained from a review of 
all "see" references to the subject in Bureau files under the 
names and aliases listed above. All references under the above 
names containing data identical with the subject have been included 
except those listed at the end of this summary as not having been 
reviewed, or those determined to contain the same information as 
the main file. \h 

This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reference. In many cases the original 
serial will contain the information in much more detail. 


THIS SUMMARY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF 
GOVERNMENT'TNU'IS NOT' SUITABLE FOR 'Ol'SSlMINATION. 


Analys t 


Coordinator 


? 


Approved 




'ENCLOSURE 

£ Afd LoSorc /3e y; /y/ j> fttjr „ 
($f— Slip's o/\/L.y 


r~>, 


a 


CLASSIFIED AM 
EXTENDED , , , 
REASON FOfyfcXTENSIO 
FCIM, II, 1* 


i m0h /JO- 

■yd MAR 1 1983 



DATE OF 

198$ DECLAS ; 


iEV 

: 1CA 


iXTENSIONy ^ / 

W F0R_ f 

L/m 


b7C 


0 


y 


/~o 


: 





* 


/'V 



■a;* 



• t 



ABBREVIATIONS 


Add. info 


Additional information 
appearing in this reference 
which pertains to Lester 
Rodstein may be found in 
the main file or elsewhere i 
this summary. 


n 


FOPC 


Freedom of the Press Commit t 


tee 


LYL 


Labor Youth League 


RELATIVES WHO HAVE BUREAU MAIN FILES 


The relationship, biographical data and CP activities of 
Lester Rodstein were set forth in the serials of the main files on 


his relatives as 

follows : 


SEARCH SLIP 

NAME 

RELATIONSHIP 

REFERENCE 

PAGE NUMBER 

1 

1 

100-205832-31 p.1,6 

(15)^ 



32 

(15)-" 


be 

37 p.2 

(16)— 


blC 

40 

(16)- 



44 

(16)— 



49 

(16)*— 


100-359957-34 

(21) 



- 2 - 





Bernard IC. Johnpoll voluntary statement on 3/3/52 at 

Boston, Mass. He stated that during 1937 he joined the Young Communist 
League. Johnpoll stated he was not working at the time and was therefore 
asked if he would like to devote his efforts as a writer to helping 
build up the "DR" sports page. He added that in the Pall of 1937 he 
joined the staff of the "DW" in NYC under Lester Rodney. Johnpoll 
stated he became disgusted with the CP in particular so some thirty 
days later he resigned from both the "D W" and the Young Communist League. 


(Statement enclosed) 

100-9943-137 

(11) is* 


The Chief of Police Harry Walsh, Jersey City, N.J. advised 
that Rand Stevens and Ruth Carol Preeman (61-10060) were arrested 7/1/40 
for being disorderly. A search of their automobile by the PD disclosed 
a large amount of communist propaganda and statistical information. 

Among this material were Photostats of application cards for membership 
in the CP which included cards for Catherine Whitney and Charles 
Whitney, c/o Pezzulich, 618 Sixth St., Brooklyn, NY. The sponsor was 
Lester Rodney, Branch 1, Section 3, New York County. ^ 

(Exhibits enclosed) 

61-10060-3 p. 32,33 
(3) 1 — 


On 7/14/48 the State Department furnished documents of 
the Japanese Embassy up tb the time of Pearl Harbor. Some of this 
material was written in Japanese and some in English with respect to 
Japanese investigation of communist activities in the United States.r 


The name 
further identified) 


of Lester Rodney was found in this material (not 

(Photostats of documents enclosed) 
65-31329-662 p. 273 
( 3 )^- 


G-2 furnished the Anti -Security Roster, Supplement #14 
dated 8/1/42 which included the name of Lester Rodney, communist. 


(List enclosed) 
100 - 7660-632 
(10)4 — 



brh 


*--3- 


I 


• • 



The "DW" dated 5/20/4.6 carried an interview with Milton 
Robertson Schwartzberg ( | \ by David Platt, writer for the "DW." 

Robertson, described as a veteran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, in 
the article, was said to have been wounded during the last Ebro attack. 
Upon his return to the United States, Robertson became a lifeguard at 
Camp Lakeland while recuperating from his wounds and wrote a series 
of articles on "Swimming" for Lester Rodney, Sports Editor of the "DW." 


-"-Evidently in Spain 


T5T^ 


I (.protect identity; advised that the 
Duncan Paris Post #1422 of the American Legion was granted a temporary 
charter on 1/7/46, however, it was found shortly afterward that the 
Post was controlled by communists or communist sympathizers and after 
various legal actions the charter was cancelled on 8/15/46. y[ 


Post. 


Jo 2 
Jo 6 
b7C 
b7D 


Lester Rodney, Sports Editor of the "DU," was a member of the 

M 


100-353390-66 p.26 
< 20 ) 4 . — 

SX 100-412924-1 

( 27 )^ 


(U) 


[ 


] reported that 


married Lester Rodney, "DW" 


staff reporter, on 4/21/46. She met Rodney at a school at Camp Beacon, 
RY. Rodney was in the armed forces during the war and later became a 
member of the Thomas Paine Post of the American Legion. in RYC. .Rodney 
and his wife left early in July 1946 for a six week trip to California 
where she visited her parents. On 10/9/46 they attended the Essex 
County convention of the CP in Newark, R. J. 


61-777-31-75 p.1,6 

(1 )i^ 



- 4 - 



On 10/15/46 I that the Joint Anti-Fascist 

Refugee Committee (100-7061) ( JAFRC ) had endeavored to have Ray 
Rohinson, the prize fighter appear during the tag day rally on 
<u) Thursday, 10/17/46 in the fur district in RYC.)@r 


According to this informant, E 

• J 4 ^ T r* ^ J * O 0.1* ~ ft T\T.T 


] a JAFRC employee, 


conferred with Lester Rodney of the "DW" and asked if he coul d suggest 

any person to appear at the .rally. Hs^suggested | hat I I call 

| 1 (phonetic) in i ~ s office. I asFed about 

I [ How ever, Lester stated that he was unaware as to whether 

Tj j Barber was pro gr e s s ive . VV 


100-7061-1330 p. 31 
( 10 ) - 


b2 

bS 

hlC 

hlD 


The "DW" dated 10/29/46 contained an article captioned 
"Spanish Aid Rally Made Big Hit." This article was a letter to the 
editor, "DW", thanking Lester Rodney for the help he gave JAFRC 
(100-7061) during their recent tag day. This letter also stated that 
the rally was very successful from a financial standpoint. It was 
signed by Elaine Ross, Secretary, Tag Day, Spanish Refugee Appeal.^ 

100-7061-A "DW" 10/29/46 

( 10 ) 


(U) 


I made available the contents of a telegram dated 
12/7/46 whicn was sent bv Lester Rodney from CP headquarters in NYC. 

This telegram was sent to I __ Z} > NYC 

regarding an American Youth For Democracy affair at which Armstrong 
was to appear the following evening. ' 


61-777-804 p. 5 

(1)^ 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


"The Worker" dated 1/5/47 carried a letter captioned "Sports" 
"Indianan Brags' about Negro Basketball Star." This letter dated 
12/26/46 at Indianapolis, Indiana, was addressed to Lester Rodney, 

"The Worker," and signed by Joseph L. Bridges (100-348738). The 
writer gave a resuml of the basketball career of John Wilson, a Negro 
basketball star . n 

1 100-348738-1 p. 5 

(19)^- 



brh 
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An unknown outside sot^ 


nished a Photostat of a 


memorandum dated 5/6/47 at NYC which contained a list of officers 
in the "DW" Chapter of the American Newspaper Guild. ^ 

This memo listed Lester Rodney as an alternate delegate 
to the "Rep. Assembly." ^ 

100-7326-294 

( 10 )^ 

The "Morning Freiheit" (100-46808) dated 5/22/47 contained 
an article by L. Rodney. This article was full of praise for the 
convention of 400 communist veterans which was just held in 
Washington, D.C. 

100-46808-239 P. 157 
( 30 )^ 


Submitted on 7/1/47 a two page list of telephone 


extensions for employees and officers of the "DW" at 35 East 12th St., 
(UjNYC. 


(U) 


This list revealed that the extension of Lester Rodney was 5 

Photostat of list enclosed 

61-4478-403 

(l)u^ 


[ 

(U) 


On 11/17/47 1 I furhished a post card addressed tn T.ft/sfftr 

Rodney. "DW. " 50 East 12th St., NYC 3, NY from|X 


card set out). 




] NYC. This card was of a personal nature (contents of 


X 


100-336549-33 

(18). / 


to 2 
b6 
b7C 


a party 


Former 
at the home 


1 : 


advised that[ 


](100-415898) attended 


of tester Rodney of the "DW'staff on 1/21/48, and 
that those attending the above party prepared a telegram which was sent 
to Councilman Walter R. Hart, New York City Councilman, on 1/22/48, 
urging Hart to immediately end shameful run around of S.W. Gerson, legal 
successor to the late Councilman Peter Cacchione.Ng/ 

i'tt'i 100-415898-2 p. 8 

(28), 


brh 






The "DTP dated 
Information from Indiana." 



^JJrried an article captioned "Some 
In this article was a letter from [ 

. . M 1 « . <1 T\TT If 


m tms le 
in the Big Nine. 


ion from Indiana." In this article was a letter from 

1(100-348738) written to Lester Rodney of the "DW." 1 

letter, praised Bill Garrett, the only Negro basketball player 

* *»T • f * 


(4 


100-348738-7 p. 2 
(19) 


advised that on 2/24/49 [ 


I (100-355513) 

wrote a letter to Lester Rodney, Sports Department of "DW", NYC. In 
this letter he expressed the desire that the background of George 
Hackenschmidt , onetime German wrestler, as a German collaborationist, 
be ascertained. v 7 


b2 

b6 

hlC 


(U) 


100-355513-8 

(20)^ 


The "DW" dated 8/11/49 carried an article captioned "Vets 
Urge Big Rally Friday For Winston at Foley Square." This article stated 
that on Friday at noon more than a thousand veterans and non-veterans 
would assembly at Foley Square to protest Judge Medina’s refusal to 
grant a one-day recess to allow Henry Winston (100-1473) to recover from 
a heart attack. Among the veterans who would participate was Lester 
Rodney, Sgt., 52nd Combat Field Hospital, Solomon Islands, Phi llipinss .| / 

100 -1473 -A "DW" 8/11/49 


b6 

hlC 


A Philadelphia report dated 1 0/27/49 set out biographical 

I (100-225985) as obtained from 


data on i i ' — — - 

reliable confidential informants (not further identified) and 
personal observation. Listed as intimate associates were Lester and 
1 NYC. jl 

' 100-225985-25 p. 46 

(16)^ 




brh 
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The 1/23/50 issue of the "DW" (page 12, column 1) contained 
Lester Rodney’s column and the 1 /22/50 issue of "The Worker" (page 14, 
column 2), contained a column by I I wherein he spoke of 

Rodney as "co-editor" (Sports Section) of the paper. ^ 

Add. info. 


100-225985-28 p.2 
(16^32)^ 


(U) 


I I advised that I I . NYC 14, 

(100-396442) wrote a letter dated 3/20/50 to Lester Rodney of the "DW)' 
in which he stated he was making a contribution to the Fund Drive thru 
regular channels but was sending Rodney "an extra buck as a token of 
admiration for the best sports writer in the land. (Letter set out L t| 


100-396442-1 p.8,9 
( 26 )^ 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


An article on page 12, columns 1,2 and 3 of the "Sunday Worker" 
dated 8 / 14/49 referred to a letter from' Frank E. McKenney, Prexy of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, to Lester Rodney and Bill Mardo, "DW", 35 East 12th 
St., NYC. In this letter McKenney stated that any ball player of out- 
standing qualifications who was afhee agent and who had not reached 
the age of 21, regardless of age, creed or color, would be signed by the 
Pittsburgh organization. 


[ 


]advised on 3/24/50 that Robert E. Jones, Regional 


Director of Young Progressives of America' (100-359192), Western 
Pennsylvania Region, had contacted Lester Rodney, Sports Editor, "DT£" 

NYC during the early part of March, 1950, and requested information 
concerning young Negro players in the major leagues and "Pirate rookies'*^ 

(UJ 100-359192-172 p.19,20 

( 20 )^ 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


letter datecT 


I advised that he had seen a copy of a typewrit ten 
11/30/50 ad dressed to Lester Rodney and signed by I 


to 


], Chicago (100-361611). This letter pertained 

] having won the ’’DW" football derby of 19 5t 


(U) 


(continued on next page) 





ii 
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(continued) 


The "DTP* dated 4/6/50 carried an article captio ned "Wh y 
He Sends $$ This Wa y.” This ar ticle set out a letter from I j dated 
4/2/50 addressed to I l and Les Rodney of the "DTP staff, and 

stated he liked all the columns in the "DW" but he liked Rodney’s and 
Mardo’s column the best. ^ 

100-361611-16 p. 30 

( 23 ^ 30 )^- 
, 7 SI to para. 2 
Jg 100-361611-8 p. 3 

b7C (30)^ 

SI to para. 1 

100-361611-12 p. 4 

(21),^ 


(U) 


I in Jan. 1951 provided a list of names showing that 
Lester Rodney, born 1911, appeared on an International Workers Order 
general office membership list for Lodge #860, New York City. The 
entry was given as May 1949 and his certificate number as 411268^^^ 

(List enclosed) 

61-7341-34-746 end. p. 8 

( 2 ) 

SI 61-7341-34-433X end. p. 521 
(2)Mfdate Nov. 1949) 


(U) 


j | advised that I ~~L 

NYC; on 3 / 12 / 4 /; had greeted Lester Rodney of "DW" staff as a "comrade" 

? " 


during his conversation with Rodney on the attributes of weight lifting 
in body building. 


On 8/19/49 and 10/5/49f 


1 and [ 


advised that f 


] of the 


(100-402005) who was [~ 

Pur Workers Resort at White Lake, New York, which was financed by the 
Ben Gold Fur Workers Healt h and Welfare Fund, was closely associated 
with a "Lester" and 1 I. " Inf ormant believed these individuals to 


( U ) be Lester Rodney and 

[ 


} both of the "DW" sports staff 


(UJ with Rodney, 


] advised on 3/20/51 that 


] had been in contact 


brh 


100-402005-1 p. 9,10 

( 26 )^ 



9 _ 


b2 

bo 

b7C 




b2 f 
b6 j 
b7C 


b2 I' 
b6 | 
b7C 


1 





I I advised that | , 

Brooklyn, NY (100-401620) had addressed a communication to Lester 
Rodney, Sports Editor, "DRV NYC on 11/6/51 using an envelope hearing the 
firm name of Murray, Eeiff and Tolleris, Inc., 224-232 West 30th St. 

(U) NYC. 


I ~1 advised that Towsky had written a letter dated 10/13/51 

to Rodney and had enclosed an article which hb thought would he of 
interest to the sports department . 


100-401620-2 p.8 
(26)^ 


I Istated that I 

address as] 

with Lester Rodney, who was connecte 

(U) --- --- - * 


I (100-197056/, who gave his 

Norfolk, Va; had corresponded 
with the "DW" in NYC. 


This information was set out in a Norfolk report dated 12/21/51 l\ 


100-197056-97 
(15)u- — 


On 1/7/52 r 1 U.S. Penitentiary, 

Lewis burg, Pa., made available a group of Christmas greeting cards directed 
to Carl Winter (100-4861) at the above institution. ^ 

Among the cards was one from several individuals in NYC 
which included the name of Lester Rodney, if 

100-4861-390 p.6 
(W) un- 


advised that Lester Rodney would be the guest 
speaker at an jlyl Li-00-362555) sponsored meeting concerning "American 
Sports and the 1952 Olympics" at 516 Clinton Ave., Newark, N.J. on 
(U) 6/20/52. 

100-362555-538 p.4 
( 21 ) 



- 10 - 




• • 



The "Greek American Trf§tm^ (100-14125) dated 7/25/52 
contained an article captioned "Worker Sports Editor Denied Passport." 
This article stated that Lester Rodney, sports editor of the "DW," 
had been denied a passport to attend the Olympic games in Helsinki, 
Finland. (Excerpts set out) 


100-14125-142 p. 15,16 

(llt^ 


The "DW" dated 3/13/53 revealed that Lester Rodney was one 
of the speakers at a rally at Washington Heights, NY held by the 
Manhattan Freedom. of the Press Committee which had scheduled rallies in 
the "DW" and "The Worker" circulation campaign. ^ 

100-8029-251 p. 20 

( 10 ) 


The 4/10/53 issue of "Nova Doha" (The New Era) (100-23687), a 
Czech language weekly newspaper, contained an article entitled "The 
Fifth Amendment to the American Constitution." This article informed 
the readers that it was not necessary, according to the Fifth Amendment 
to the American Constitution for a man to testify against himself. 

This article quoted Lester Rodney of the "DW" who pointed out in his 
article that it was not necessary for a man to publicly admit his 
political convictions. 

(Translation of copies of paper 
enclosed) 

100-23687-68 p. 2 
( 12 )^- 


[ 


a 


on 6/3/53 advised that [ 


1 (100-391136) 

had made a ten dollar .contribution to the "DW" Fund Drive and in doing 
so, stipulated that the amount be credited to Lester Rodney, whose 
( U ) sport column, Franklin stated, was the only one she ever r ead/jg' 

100-391136-3 p. 3 
(25), ^ 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


1U) 


(U> 


I advised that on 6/8/53 | 1 (100-410944) 

was a teen-age advisor of the LYL and directed a communication to Lester 
Rodney, 35 East 12th St., NYC requesting Rodney to speak before a 
teen-age group of the LYL. (No further information) ^ 


Add. info. according to 


IX 


100-410944-1 p. 1 

(27)^ 



]advised that Scheir (100-366673) attended 


(U) 


a meeting of the Freedom of the Press Committee at 37 Howe St., Hew 
Haven, Connecticut on 7/17/53. Lester Rodney was the guest speaker vy 


100-366673-20 p. 4 
( 22 ) . 


C 


^ (protect identity)[ 


] at Camp 


Unity (100-43795), advised that Lester Rodney, Sports Writer for the 
”DW, " was a guest at the Camp during part of August 1953. | J[ 

100-43795-39 p. 10 
(13) 


b2 

be 

b7C 

b7D 


(U) On 8/12 753 [ 

residence of 

[ 


advised that 


Hemipstedl 

to Lester Rodney, who was also present at the [ 


his friend[ 
residence. 

It was noted that 
alias "Lil." \[ 


was at the 
U at which time 

I the | I maid. to int roduce 


(U) 


ladvised on 6/1/53 that 


Side railroad coordinator for NY County CP. 


( jj j to convey messages 


] advised on 8/13/53 that l 1 was 

for the underground raemDers of the CP^ 


100-366590-29 p. 7 

(27)^ 


(100-366590) used the 

was the West 
authorized 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


advised that on 10/7/53 a contribution of $10 had 
been made to Lester Rodney, 35 East 12th St., NYC "for our paper” by 
i fj; Betty, Dan, Gene and Art Fast (100-407589) of Golden's Bridge, NYg^ 

In the ”DWs” published during October 1953, Rodney was 
identified as Sports Editor. 

100-407589-1 p. 6 

(27)^" 



brh 
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The "DW" 11/19/53 carried an article captioned "The Frameup 
in the Twenty-One Inch Frame" hy Lester Rodney. This article was 
reprinted in the "Nova Doha" (100-23687) dated 11/27/53 and captioned 
"Brown ell -Ho over on Television" by Lester Rodney. 

The above article criticized the Jenner Committee for 
allowing Attorney General Brownell to appear before the Jenner Committee 
and read a prepared statement, when individuals such as "Dennis, Fast, 
the Hollywood Ten, all the trade unionists and progressives" hailed 
before the Committee were refused permission to read a statement. The 
article further pointed out that J. Edgar Hoover had too much power, 

100-23687-112 p. 5 
(12), ^ 


On 1/18/54 I "[ advised that 1 

] Far Rockaway, N.Y. (100-407095) had sent a communication to 


Lester Rodney, Sports Editor, "DW, " enclosing an article from the 
Christmas edition of "Country Life," and "organ of the British Rural 
^ Aristocracy, " dealing with the performance of a Hungarian soccer teanhg'' 

100-407095-2 

( 27 )^ 


b2 

ho 

b7C 

h7D 


"The Worker" dated 9/12/54 carried an article captioned 
"Labor Press to Sponsor New ’Olympiad’ Sept. 19” in part stated that 
thousands of athletes, men, women and children would turn up at Camp 
Midvale, N.J. near Pompton Lakes on Sunday 9/19/54 for one of the big 
sports events of all times . Some of these athletes ' names had been 
made household words by Lester Rodney. This event was a Support-The- 
Labor-Press picnic sponsored by ten newspapers including the "DW, " the 
"Morning Freiheit," the "Greek American Tribune," "L'Unita del Popolo," 
"Magyar Zso," "Freedom" and "New Challenge." 1 / 


100-14125-181 p. 8 

(U)^ 


(U) 


. stated that Pettis Perry left word at CP head- 

quarters on 9/27/54 for Isadore Wofsy (100-27795) to contact Lester Rodney 
at the "DW. " 


Perry was one of the CP leaders convicted on 1/21/53 in the 
US District Court, Southern District of NY, for violating the Smith Act.^j 

100-27795-126 p. 2 

( 12 ) 



brh 
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On 1/4/^f 




which showed that! 


] 


(protect identity) furnished information 

land Lester Rodney, NYC sent Christmas greetings 

to Jacob Stachel who was incarcerated in the institution. 


100-20187-188 p. 12 
(12). 


b6 

b7C 


Mr. 


\ (protect identity), furnished approximately 
live nunareu Christmas greeting cards received at the institution addressed 
to John Williamson (100-11687) in De cember 1954. A checlc revealed that 
one of these greeting cards was from | 

New York City. 


and Lester Rodney, postmarked 


100-11687-419 p. 12 
(lli^ 


A WF0 letter dated 3/22/56 enclosed the trans cript of a' 
hearing held regarding a passport f or | | (100-53.17.4) at 

the Passport Of f i ce , Lenar tment of State, Washington, DC on 3/7/56. 
During the testimony! |referred to Lester Rodney, Sports Editor, and 
his coverage of the winter Olympics in Italy -in February 1955 and his 
interview of a labor leader while in Italy. ^ 


The testimony showed that| |was managing editor of the 
"DW" who on 1/19/56 applied for a passport to travel to Russia to 
cover the Congress of CP of Soviet Union. jj 

^ (Testimony enclosed) 

s v‘* c *V^\ 100-53174-45 end. p. 34, ,63-68, 72, 

(14)^- 76,79,81 


be 

hlC 


"Counterattack" (100-350512) dated 3/4/55 revealed that "The 
Worker" had used baseball and one of its great Negro players as a 
come-on for a straight Party-line "Negro History Week" edition. It 
contained an interview of Roy Campanella of the Brooklyn Dodgers by 
Lester Rodney. Toward the end of the interview Rodney angled some 
bitter, Party line references to policies of "lily whiteness" being 
"broken" by men like Campanella. 

100-350512-629 
(19), 


brh 
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On 4/11/55, Wayne Freeman, editor of "The Reflector," 
official newspaper of Associated Student Body, Mississippi State 
College, forwarded a brochure entitled, "Labor Youth League, Speakers 
Bureau." This leaflet advertised the establishment of a Speakers 
Bureau by the LYL and set out a list of Marxist lecturers who would 
be available for addressing given schools and organizations. The 
name of Lester Rodney appeared on this list. ^ 

(Above brochure enclosed) 
100-362555-1479 
( 21 ), — 


E 


advised a meeting was held 4/24/55 at the home of 


Meridel Le Sueur (100-105909) in Minneapolis, Minn., sponsored by the 
Freedom of the Press Committee. Le Sueur p laved a tan e recording of a 
meeting which took place in Mew York City. I ~~| said it was 

indicated on the tape recording that Lester Rodney of the "DW" staff 
made the presentation of the recorder to Le Sueur . 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


100-105909-89 p. 4 
(14) — 


The 6/24/55 issue of "Counterattack" (100-350512) featured 
an item captioned "Baseball and the Daily Worker" which objected to 
Lester Rodney as a communist reporter receiving full accreditation 
from the baseball clubs. According to this publication, Rodney always 
interjected the communist-line into his coverage of American sports 
and should not be granted the same privileges as our truly American 
sports columnists. (J 


In addition, the article indicated that Rodney had been 
critical of "Counterattack." 


(Copy of above publication enclosed) 

100-350512-646 

(19), ^ 


J stated that Lester Rodney, whos e I I managed 
ity (100-43795), had visited his pthe week 


the 
weekend 


bookshop at Camp Unity . , 

of 8/8/55. The / informant added that Rodney visited the camp on many 
weekends . 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


100-43795-65 p. 5 
(13)^- 




• • 



Dr. Gene Ann Polk, who was employed as camp physican at 
Camp Tfopdland (1QQ-115589), Phoenicia, NY advised on 9/13/55, that 

Jof Lester Rodney, was at Camp Woodland during the 


iy65 season. 


¥ 


100-415589-6 p.6 
(27) 


Rodney of 


learned through private conversation with Lester 
that Arthur Miller's play "A View From the Bridge": 


me "in?" 

had been reviewed by Rodney during dress rehearsal and was well received 
by its audience but probably would not be approved by "intelligentsia" 
oi ths CP • fl 


61-7582-2840 p.2 
(3)u- 


b2 

>6 

hlC 

b7D 


:-0pened 9/29/55 at Coronet Theatre, NYC. (/ 


Miss 


for Women, Aiders on, W.VA. (protect identity) advised that during the 
Christmas season of 1955 gree tings w ere sent to Betty Gannett (100-8029) 
at the above institution from| land Lester Rodney. 20 Fairview Ave.. 
NYC . ^ 

100-8029-279 p.6 
( 11 )^ 


(U) 


, .advised that Lester Rodney attended Camp Unity 

in 19 5 4-1 $ 55 " ^ 1 

Camp Unity was cited as a "notorious communist rendezvous" 
in Wingdale, NY according to HCUA annual report for 1955. l/ 


(U) 


Add. info. according to [ 



61-3176-2297 p.6 
(1)-^ 



L 





(prote ct identity) on 2/14/56 furnished information which revealed that 
& Lester Rodney, 30 Fairview Ave., NYC 40, NY sent greeting cards 


to Robert Thompson and Phillip Frank Feld at that institution.^ 


100-11552-468 p. 16 
(11)^ 


On 3/1/56 [ 


information in the pos session o f 
informant advised that I I went int 

1952 and functioned under the ^ojde name 
'• T - T > CP activities in the South. 


furnished photoqraphic copies of 
JC100-57090). “ 


This 


pderground early in 
as coordinator of all 


(U) 


Among the material furnished was a piece of paper with the 
names of | [ and Les (Rodney), telephone #T0 7-3C “ 

100-57090-129 p. 

(30)^— 


bZ 
Job 
hi C 
hlD 


h2 

he 

hlC 

hlD 


(U) 


(U) 


C 


she and her 


trash cover on the residence 

Silver Spring. Md. (100-39023) on 3/9/56 revealed tha 


of [ 


[• X'lVl • \JLW — O > '•'"O / v » xJ/ s / v V w V* ^ V AJ.V. 

Jhad received a leaflet announcing that 


l 


the Washington Freedom of the Press Committee was sponsoring Lester 
Rodney, Sports Editor of "The Worker,” at the Inspiration House, 1867 
Kalorama Road, NW, Washington, DC, on 3/16/56. Rodney's topic was to 
TT be "Winter Olympics." ' ' 


100-39023-42 p. 
(13) ^ 


20 


[ 


advised that on 3/15/56 Lottie Gordon (100-25875) 
told Sylvia Brandt that they were disappointed at the poor turnout for 
the Lester Rodney meeting held 3/14/56 at the High St. Community Center, 
652 High St., Newark, NJ under the sponsorship of the New Jersey Freedom 
of the Press Committee. 


advised on 6/9/55 that Sylvia Brandt was known 


to him as a member of the New Jersey CP at that time 
Add. info. 


100-25875-88 p. 8,9 
( 12 )^ 




ladvised that L 


] (100-4724) and 


another individual, who was unknown to the informant, had picked up 
Lester Rodney at Union Station and had taken him to the Washington 
Freedom of the Press Committee meeting in Washington, D.C. on 3/16/56. 
Rodney was the main s peaker at the meeting. This informant also 


stated that 
contributions - : 




] contributed $35 in answer to an appeal for 


Add. info, according to 


and 


iK 


100-4724-114 p. 18,19 

( 10 ) . 




100-11687-493 

( 11 ) 


bl 

b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


On 9/4/57, | advised the New York Office that Joe 

Clark, foreign editor of "DW" (100-19591), had resigned from the "DW" 
and from the CP, USA. According to this informant, Lester Rodney, 
a communist who belonged to the John Gates faction of the Party, 
would most likely follow Clark out of the Party. (J 

100-19591-92 

(12) ^ 


advised on 10/9/57, that as of that date, Lester 
Rodney was still a reporter for the "DW” and a member of the CP,^ 


Add. info. 


100-387835-1736 p. 24 
(25) < — ■ 



On 

Lester, his I | and two children were planning to visit Lester's 

I I in the Langley Park section of Silver Spring, Md., on 


_llZi 



] leaf: 


hat an individual named 


(U) 


Thanksgiving, 11/28/57. V 


According to the above informant, Lester was a sports 
writer who was contemplating a move to Califo rnia. The informant 
learned that Lester and his son may stay with ' 

:u! (100-4724) on the night of 11/28/57. 


New York was requested to determine whether Lester was 
identical with Lester Rodney, ff 




100-4724-138 

( 10 ), _ 


b2 

be 

b7C 

b7D 


In connection with the above request, New York on 1/21/58 
replied that from information furnished, it appeared that Lester 
Rodney was identical with Lester mentioned above. l/f 


The "DW" dated 2/8/19 contai ned a paragraph which 


congratulated Lester and f 
child on 2/7/49. ' * 


1 / 


on the arrival of their second 


Add. info. 


100 - 4728-142 

( 10 ) 



brh 
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"Masters of Deceit" by J. Edgar Hoover published in 1958, 
revealed that Lester Rodney, "DW" sports writer, in his column "On 
the Scoreboard", praised "the phenomenal and growing success of the 
Soviet Union in the world of sports." |^| 

Book enclosed 
62-104277-795 p.164 
(3)^ 


| ^ Glen Falls, BY, (100-7219) advised on 

7/31/58 that his new - business venture, the "Warrens burg News," at 
Warrensburg, NY was progressing but dem anded a ter rific amount of 
time. He stated that lie had heard from I I in L os Ange les. 

| | stated he had encountered Lester Rodne y who t old I I that 

he had rea d in the "New York Times" of I | s new business venture 

and I I said they both wished him success. I |stated that he, 

l I and R odney a ll worked for the "DW" un til ab out 1956 when he and 
I quit. I I stated that Rodney shared |~ f s opinion that the 

CP would never be effective until it had a clean and public break 
with the Soviet Union. He said Rodney drifted away f rom the communist 
movement although he was still on the "DW" when | left NYC. 


100-7219-294 

( 10 )^ 


b6 

b7C 


The following references in the file captioned CP, USA contain 
information pertaining to the activities of Lester Rodnejr, a writer for 
the DW: Ijj 


REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP REFERENCE 
PAGE NUMBER 


SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 


A 


100-3-2192 ehcl.p 41 
3411 p.159 
4879 p.103,13 
4437 p.90 
A-»DW" 3/14/4 


100-3-4-4819 p.210 
5648 p.8 
5654 p.29 
6264 

6696 p.23 
6874 p.73 

7108 p.21 

7136 p.58 


(5) 
(5)^ 

(5) u^ 

(6) ^ 
(6) — 

(6)^ 

(6) 1/ 
(6)^ 
(6\^ 
(6)^ 
(6>u^ 
(6)^ 

(7) u^ 


100-3-4-7286 p. 68 (7)^ 

7867 p.2,73,76 (7)^ 

A-"DW" 4/9/46 (7)^ 

100-3-28-700 (7)c^ 

1786 p. 52 (7)^ 

2222 p.16,19, (7)* 

30,48,87 

2278 p.33 (7) ^ 

100-3-29-880 p.12 (7) ^ 

100-3-57-132 p.8 (7)^ 

100-3-60-170 p. 17 C7) * — 

543 p.15 (8)^ 

1010 p.8, 16 (8) 


IK 






The following references in the file captioned CP, USA contain 
information pertaining to the CP activities of Lester Rodney invthe 
categories as set out below: 


REFERENCE 

Organization 

100-3-69-450 p.5 

4441 p.21 

Political Activities 

100-3-72-1519 encl.p.8083 
A "DW" 10/26/46 

V eterans C ommis s ibh 

100-3-73-108 p.5 
137 p.41 
145 p.3 
177 p.ll 

A "DTP 5/8/47 , , 

A "The Worker" 6/4/50 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER > 


( 8 ) - 
(8 V 


( 8 ) 6 ^ 
( 8 )-" 
( 8 ) ‘ ' 
(8)^- 
(8) j-~~' 
C8)t^ 


100-3-74-32-698 p.5 

808 p .13 

823 p.8 
835 p.l 
873 p.6 

Negro Question 

100-3 -75-A "DTP 8/30/47 
A "DW" 12/25/47 

Youth Matters 

100-3-76-A "The Worker 7/14/46 
International Relations 
100-3 -81-A "DW" 4/17/56 


(9)^ 
(9)t^ 
(9) u-'' 
(9%^ 
(9 )i^ 


(9) 

(9 )L^ 
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The following references in file 61-7559 pertain to general 
CP activities. Lester Rodney was a CP registrant on Oct. 6,1936 and 
attended the Rational CP convention in July 1938. He was also a member 
of the "DW» staff. 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP REFERENCE SEARCH SLIpI 


61-7559-3063 

3142 p.74 
5289X1 


PAGE NUMBER 

( 2 )*< 

(2)'" 

(2V 


61-7559-6230 p.2 

7801 p.2 

10595 p. 


23 


PAGE NUMBER 

(2)^ 
(2V 
(32V 




The following references in the file captioned * Freedom of 
the Press, Inc . n f file #97-401, contain information pertaining to the 
activities of Lester Rodney, an editorial staff member in this organ- 
ization: 


REFERENCE 


97-401-48 p.3 

66 p.20 
216 p.2,9 

2'47 p.4,9 

290 p. 5, 6,16 

on i 


— - r - ^ ; - 7 

294 

360 p.17,26,34 
381 p.37,45 
429 p.57,61 


SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 


(4)/ 
(4f32 Y 
(4/32V 
(4K 

\V{Z0)^ 

UK / 

(4y32K 
UK . 

U)*S 


REFERENCE 

97-401-468 p.44,44B 

554 p.44,45,76,81 
623 p.5 
693 p.4,6,23 
833 p.3 

928 p.5,7,44,45, 
51,61 
1015 p.4 
A-"DW" 10/2/57 


SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 


(5); 
(5^2) 
(5 V 
(5V 
(5 V 
(5 V 


(5) 

(5) 


14 


i 


The following references in the file captioned "Committee 
For the Freedom of the Press," file #100-383649, contain information 
pertaining to the activities of Lester Rodney, Sports Editor of "DW" : 


REFERENCE 

SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 

REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP 1 
PAGE NUMBER : 

100-383649-35 p.10 
96 p.13 
149 
166 
179 

183 p.6 

(24)*^ 
(24V 
(24V 
(24 V 
(24 V 
(24 V 

100-383649-247 

248 

274 

289 

291 

p.9,10 

p • 5 
p.2,3 

(24) ^ 
(24V 
(25 V 

(25) . 

(25 V J 


\ y 
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The following references on Lester Rodney appear in the 
main file of Rose Reiter., 100-368447. The references set out close 
association and activities engaged in by the two families in the affairs 
of the CP in NYC : ^ 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP REFERENCE 

PAGE NUMBER 


SEARCH SLIP 
PAGE NUMBER 


100-368447-1 p.2 (22)^ 

12 p.10,11 ( 22 ^ 31 )^ 

16 (23v31)-' 

20 p.16,19, (231/ 

20,21 


100-368447-22 p.3 
23 p.14 
42 p.12,13 
47 p.9 


(23)^ 
(23 V" 
(23)*^ 
(23 Xx 


It 


The following references on Lester Rodney appear in the main 
file of Sidney Reiter,. 100-243742. The references set out close 
association and activities engaged in by the two men in the affairs of 
the CP in NYC : i , 

V \ SEARCH SLIP SEARCH SLIP I 

REFERENCE PAGE NUMBER REFERENCE PAGE NUMBER 


100-243742-11 p.6 

22 p.12,13 
24 p. 5,6. 12 
27 p.17,18 


(17^31 Y' 
C 17 

(17)uV 


100-243742-61 p.27 
66 p. 4 


(17) ✓ 
(17) ^ 


•I 


The following references referred to information which appeared 
in the "DW" in column entitled "On the Scoreboard" written by Lester 
Rodney: 


REFERENCE 
100-180916-29 p.2 
100-3-4-6876 p.35 

100-23687-48 p.14 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 
( 15 ) 0 ^ 
(6)^ 

(12)^ 


I 


k 
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The following referetfcesHrfef erred to articles or news items 
written by Lester Rodney which appeared in the "DTP or "The Worker": 


TITLE OP ARTICLE 

DATE 

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP 

PAGE NUMBER 

"GI Press Clamp Moves 
Round World" 

3/7/46 

61-7557-A "DW" 3/7/46 

(2 Y' 

"He was Subversive to 
Fascism Until Death" 

3/12/46 

61-7557-A "DW" 3/12/46 

(2)^ 

"A Paper for People 
Who Remember" 

4/20/46 

6 1-447 8 -A "DW" 4/20/46 

(2 V" 

"Veterans Fined for 
Protesting War Taik" 

5/11/46 

101-6812-7 p. 9 

(29)t- 

"Saw Fascists Hogging 
UNRA Food In Greece" 

5/29/46 

110-6-253-A "DW" 5/29/46 

(29t^ 

"Leaders In Subs Drive 
Honored at Gallacher Meet" 

10/24/46 

100-311083-4 p. 3 

(18K 

"Many Topnotch Artists 
Got Start in Camp Unity’s 
Democratic Soil" 

7/24/47 

100-43795-A "DW" 7/24/47 
100-377684-8 p. 1 
100-356577-3 
100-356577-22 p. 4 

(13) 1 '' 
(24)--'' j» 
(20 

(20)^ 1 

"Jackie Robinson and the 
Un-American Committee" 

7/11/49 

100-3-4-6757 p. 62 

(6)u-- 

"Fans Thrill to Daily 
Worker Game" 

5/7/50 

100-3-4-A "The Worker" 
5/7/50 

(7)^ 

"16000 in Union Square 
Rally to Tell Truman: 
Peace by Xmas" 

12/12/51 

100-3-4-7090 p. 10 

(6)6- 

"Jeff School Students Give 
Answer to Premature 
Obituaries In Press" 

1/26/53 

100-227027-303 p. 34 
(excerpts set out) 

(16)^ 

"This is Your Life, 
John Foster Dulles" 

4/18/54 

62-84466-A "The Worker" 
4/18/54 

(3)*''"'" 

"Keep Calm, Everyone" 

1/17/55 

100-3-5162 p. 75,76 

(6)u— 

"Motes From The South" 

6/14/39 

61-7559-4073X10 

(2);/ 
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INFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 


The following references on Lester Rodney located in files 
maintained in the Special File Room of the Files and Communications 
Division, Records Branch, were not reviewed. H 


REFERENCE 


SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER 


65-60731-127 p.16 
100-1628-219 


(3i' 

{9)y 



See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same information (SI.) that is set 
out in the main file. Differences in source and additional nonpertinent 
information will be noted on the search slip. i» 
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quarters in New York in June, 1958 and in September, 1961 
.was reported as writing articles on civil rights in 
\conne ct ion with a rally of the Constitutional Libert ies 
[Information Center. 1 


, | | Subject ' s SI card | | is | x 1 is not tabbed Detcom. 

| | Subject ' s activities | | do | x [ do not warrant Detcom 

tabbing. 

- B* - 
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ED-201 (Bov. 3-3-50) 
V . V 


Copy to: 


f • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Report of: J OSEPH 0 * SMITH 

Date: 7/10/63 

Field Office File No.: 100 — 507^^* 

Titki LESTER R0DSTEIN 


Office: Los Angeles, California 


Bureau File No.: 100-46858 


Characfer: 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Synopsis: Logical informants advised in July, 1963 that R0DSTEIN is 

not known to be a Communist Party member, 


DETAILS 


RESIDENCE 


- C - 


BACKGROUND 


Mrs. RALPH GMUR 
5325 Sunnyview Street 
Torrance, California 
(July 8/1963) 

LESTER RdDSTEIN resides at 5403 Sunnyview 
Street, Torrance, California/ Mrs. GMUR stated R0DSTEIN is a 
quiet neighbor and she has noticed no unusual gatherings or 
activities at his residence. She also advised R0DSTEIN is employed 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 




' 7 , 




LA 100-56744 
EMPLOYMENT 




By means of an appropriate pretext interview by a 
Special Agent of the FBI on July 8, 1963 * it was determined that 
RODSTEIN is employed as a salesman for Stiller-Hunt Advertising — 
Agency, 9033 VJilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California. ^ 


ACTIVITIES 


Logical informants contacted in July, 1963 who are 
familiar with Communist Party members and activities in the area 
covering RODSTEIN' s residence, and would be aware of any Communist 
Party activities by RODSTEIN, advised that RODSTEIN is not known 
to them to be a Communist Party member and they had no information 
concerning him. JJi 


2 * 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 05-26-2010 BY 60324 

LOCALITIES 

New York 

California 

New Jersey 

Phillippines 

Connecticut 

Italy 

District of Columbia 
Maryland 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 05-26-2010 BY 60324 uc baw sab /ml 


LESTER RODSTEIR 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


r 


UNITED STATES GOl 


MT 

Memorandum 


ATE 11-01-2010 

NMENT 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-46858) 


date: 3/3/64 


LOS ANGELES (100-56744) (P) 

J 


LESTER RODSTEIN, aka 
SM - C 


4 


Re Los Angeles ED-122 to Bureau dated 1/15/64. L( 
On 2/27/64 [ 


] 


California, a neighborhood source, advised RODSTEIN 
continues to give every indication he is still unemployed. 

advised RODSTEIN* s automobile is always at home 


and RODSTEIN is frequently seen by her around his home. (/ 

Continued attention is being given this case as 
RODSTEIN is of employable age. 


be 

b7C 









FD- 12 2 (Rev. 1-4-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DECLASSIFIED BY 6032- 
0N 05-26-2010 


tew s all /ml 


Memorandum ^ wgm&C 

TO : Director, FBI (Bufile- 100-lj6858 ) DATE: l/l%/6l\. 


J LOS ANGELES (X00-567M-4) 


subject: LESTER R0DSTEIN, aka. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


t • ’ : TJTD 
(Jiwdfc. CO 


□ It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above - captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows ( specify 
change only): 


APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 







1 1 

Native Born 

1 

Naturalized 

1 1 


Communist 


j Socialist Workers Party 


Mi sc e 11 an eou s (spe cify ) . 


Tab for Detcon 


Date of Birth 


Place of Birth 



| Independent Socialist League 


\ / 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) \ 

CLASSIFIED WK oq3 

Unemployed REASON FOR #p EKSl ° 

FCISfl, U. ^^ri'cnR 




Residence Address 


x- LOS ANGELES 


REGISTERED. MAIL 









i'PFRCFRlATE AGENCIES 
. i'jFXD CEE ICES 


m 

^PTIONAt CORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNME1S 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DECLASSIFIED BY SO- 
ON 05-26-2010 


baitf s aln /ml 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-46858) 


date: 7/2/64 


/CC, subject: 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-56744) -C“* 

O 

LESTER R0DSTEIN, aka 
SM - C 


Re report of SA JOSEPH 0. SMITH dated 7/10/63 at 
Los Angeles. $ 

On 7/1/64, 1 

California, a neighborhood source, advised that 

recent conversations with RODSTEIN 's i ~1 indicat e RODSTEIN 

continues to be a self-employed fiction writer who works from 
his residence, 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, California. £/ 

In formants of the Los Angeles Offi ce (I I 

orall y to SAI ~~l on 6/29/64; | | orally 

to SA] | on 6/24/64) who are acquainted with 
Communist; Raruy activities in the area of RODSTEIN 1 s 
residence and who would logically have knowledge. of any 
activity on the part of RODSTEJN, could furnish no current 
information concerning him/JS^ 

Files of the Los Angeles Office contain no infor- 
mation concerning RODSTEIN, received subsequent to date of 
referenced report. ^ 


v 2 - Bureau 
yir 2 - Los Angeles 

RW/pic 

w 




cuassifV 3 M 

mi 

oEctftSS'f' cftT r“' 


01964 



to JUL 6 1964 






^D-305 (Rev. 9-19-62) 

%r 




* 


14 ^ 100-56744 


(U) 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5 . 

6 . 



fXI Subject's name is included in^ the Security Index. 

IS The data appearing on the Security Index card are current 
| | Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and 

Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 
fXI A suitable photograph [2] is □ is not available. 

| | Subject is employed in a key facility and Is 

charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies 
are 



[ | This report is classified 

(state reason) 


because 


7» Cxi Subject previously interviewed (dates) 11/9/53 • 

| | Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

when writing in the "Daily Worker" in January, 
1958 , he referred to the interview in an unfavor- 
able manner. Attempts to reinterview might result 
in possible embarrassment to the Bureau since 
subject is a writer, 


(U) 


8. CZI Ihis case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending 
cancellation of the Security Index card. 

9 . CZI This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 

Security Index criteria and it continues to fall within 
such criteria because (state reason) he attended New York 
State CP and National CP Convention in 19575 was 
in touch with CP Headquarters in New York in June, 
1958 and, in September, 1961 , was reported as 
writing articles on civil rights in connection with] 
a rally of the C ons t i t ut ional Liberties Information 
Center. 


10. CXI Subject's SI card Q is 
|~X| Subject's activities CZI d° 
tabbing. 


is not tabbed Detcom. 

[XX do not warrant Detcom 


u 




usw® - 




r 


FD-122 (Rev. 4-17-63) 

t»TJONAL FOXM NO. 10 5010- 

MAY 1962 EDITION 
CSA CEN. SEC. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNME 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


Director, FBI (Bufile- ioo-ij.^858 

L0S A1TGELES (100-567414.) 


SUBJECT: LESTER^ RODSTEIN , aka* 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


I I It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


DECLJUgriED BY 60324 ue baw sab /ml 
ON O^K-2010 



DATE: 3/ 25/ 64 


Cards UTD 

Cards Sent,OQ 


EB The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows (specify 
change only): 


Aliases 


I I Native Born 


| | Naturalized 


I | Communist 

1 ~1 Miscellaneous (specify) 

I | Tab for Detcom 
Date of Birth 


I 1 Socialist Workers Party 


Place of Birth 


AV rc *T) 

SLIP (3) 

DATE t yy%tL 


I | Alien 


I | Independent Socialist League 


I I Male Q Female 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 


Self Employed, Fiction Writer, from Residence 

A / MrhtLi 


Key Facility Data 


~ kip 


Geographical Reference E-My T 

was fSS 

Interested Agencies PP.Ufii ‘H. •ofcMV£yl\ 


Interested Agencies 
Residence Address 


{2} BUREAU ( 
1- LOS AWGELI 
RW:mdd 

REGISTERED MAIL 

( 3 ) 






.Responsibility 


NOT RECORDED 

3 (WAR 26 1964 


tTj 




“ 4 * 

FD-263 (Ho*. 5-1-59) 




- 

• ■ 4 ' r 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION * 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw sail /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


REPORTING OFFICE 

£ LOS ANGELES 

OFFICE OF ORIGlg 

LOS ANGEE3 

1^31 

is 

DATE 

6/30/65 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

6/1 - 28/65^ A 1 . 

f TITLE OF CASE 

O 

REPORT MADE BY 

. w 

TYPED BY 

dey 




SM-C 


IfFIED AMD.^ — . , 

RfcASOfJ J©RtX^EI\ISI0N / ' 

FCirvU^24.2/^. P- 
REVIEW FOR^NkJ 
®ra^l£iCATlOBL . . 

REFERENCES : Los Angeles letter to Bureau* dated 7/2/64. 

APPROPRIATE AGE 
- C - A T T FT”E 07 El 01 

A r' T *P 1'1'RCUffIfiH 
SLIP (3) 0? C AM-4J 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


mi s IZMnaf 


(D) 


RODSTEIN has been personally observed and an FD 165 
has been placed. 

The Chicago Division received information from 
CG 5824-S* which is set out in Chicago letter to the 
Director* dated 12/23/64, captioned Communist Party* USA* 
IS-C. In its letter the Chicago Division cautioned 
that information furnished by this source must not be 
disseminated outside the Bureau and is to be confined to 
the administrative pages of a report. Source made available 
secret documents of the National Review Commission* CFUSA 
concerning a group of individuals including RODSTEIN* who 
were reported to be attached to the staff of the "The 

Daily Worker". The information furnished by this source 

August 18* 1964* indicated that RODSTEIN has been a membe 


s 



r 


APPROVED^ 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADE: 




Bureau (100-46858) (REGISTERED 
Secret Service , Los Angeles * 
Los Angles (100-56744)^ 


f 








(REGISTERED) 

3 JUL 2 1965 


) 

\ Agency 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report %r 


Request Reed. 


Pate Fwd. 


How Fwd. 


*y 


-ffJtc 


7- 


6 — ■ &> 






<o-S 


f'o- silk 


or 


4 JUL L"’ 1%5 



8 EC-U 


Ex m 




qtSS^^* 











LA 100-56744 


(U) 


of the Upper Stuyvesant CP Branch and had been branch Press 
Director as well as a group captain. He was also a fund 
drive director. The information indicated that RODSTEIN 
has been a member of the party for eleven yeaa^s and has 
been associated with the paper for ten years. 

INFORMANTS 




- B - 

COVER PAGE 



w 


1 


* FC)-305»{Rev. 3-17-64) 


‘LA 100-56744 


l. [3 

2 * m 

3- □ 


Subjects name is incl 



the Security Index. 




The data appearing on the Security Index card are current. 
Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and 
Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

A suitable photograph [jc] is □ is not available. 

Subject is employed in a key facility and is 

charged with security responsibility, 
are 



Interested agencies 


-C.onf 1 al because 


7 . 


This report is classified 
(state reason) 

the data reported from LA T-2 could reasonably result 
In disclosure of a confidential source of continuing 
value and compromise the future effectiveness ^ 

thereof. • 


13 Subject previously interviewed (dates) U/9/53 . 

|~5n Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
when writing subsequently in the "Daily Worker" 
subject referred to the interview in an unfavorable 
manner and it is felt another attempt with RODSTEIN, 
since he is a writer, could possibly result in 
embarrassment. ^ 


(U) 


p | This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending 
cancellation of the Security Index card, 
ra This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 

Security Index criteria and it continues to fall within 
such criteria because (state reason) 

he attended the New York State CP and also the 
National CP convention in 1957; because he was in 
contact with CP headquarters in New York in June, 1958; 
because it was reported in September, 1961 , that he was 
writing articles concerning Civil Rights in connection 
with a CLIC rally and because of the information reported 

May . 1965 that jbe was a recent contributor to the 
Citizens Committee to Preserve American Freedoms. 

LO. | — | Sub j ect 1 s SI card □ is Q is not tabbed Detcom. 

| — | Subject's activities warrant Detcom tabbing because 
(state reasons) 


- C* - 
COVER PAGE 
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FD-376 (3-8-65 ) 



DECLASSIFIED 
ON 05-26-2010 


tftrl 


0324 uc Da u ssh/ml 


UNI^fD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JWRTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 



The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 


2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. (29 Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. □ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) □ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished (29 enclosed □ is not available 

I I may be available through 




Very truly yours, 

John Edgin’ ijoover 
Director 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 

U. S. Secret Service t Los Angeles (Registered) 



Enclosure(s) 


(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 


** > 

FD-204 # (Rev. 3-3-59) 
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UN 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw saD/ml 
ON 05-26-2010 «• 


STATES DEPARTMENT OF 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 


1 - U. S. Secret Service, Los Angeles (Registered) 


b6 

U73U7U5 ' bic 

Field Office File #: 100-56744 ^ 

Title: LESTER RODSTEIN' 


Report of: 
Date: 


Office: Los Angeles 
Bureau File %•. 100—46858 


Character: 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


/ 


Synopsis: RODSTEIN resides in Torrance, California, and is 

Religion Editor for the Long Beach Indepehdefit~‘Press Telegram. 
Reported Iflay, 1965* that he was a recent contributor 
of $5.00 to the Citizens Committee to Preserve 
(U) American Freedoms./ Logical informants contacted 

June, 1965,, advised RODSTEIN not known to be a 
CP member./ A/ approppiatf AGENCIES 


DETAILS: 


C - 


PERSONAL HISTORY 



EMPLOYMENT 


^LA T-l (6/23/65 


RODSTEIN is Religion Editor for the Long Beach Independent 
Press Telegram, Sixth Street and Pine Avenue, Long Beach, 

Calif ornia'T'J^ 

REASON, v. - VI 

FCIM, II, 1 -2.4.2 .V ^rrr... m**** 

[\ DATE OF REVIEW/^ OR 
DECLASSIFICATK 


TarKUTJF" 

j g xc TtlSva rv on r:vl anxali 1 c 
\t?gIin7IIrioa-tion 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



T 


LA 100-56744 

RESIDENCE 


PPM«KA0 



This individual advised on June 23, 1965 , that 
RODSTEIN resides at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance, 
California. / \j\^ 


ACTIVITIES 


COMMUNIST PARTY (CP] 


Logical informants contacted June, 1965 , advised 
RODSTEIN not known to be a CP member, ^ 

OTHER ACTIVITIES INDICATING A 
FURTHERANCE OF THE CP PROGRAM 


CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO 
PRESERVE AMERICAN FREEDOMS 
(CCPAF) (See Appendix) 


LA T-2 (5/20/65) 


RODSTEIN reported by source as a recent contributor 
1 of $5.00 to the CCPAF. 





r 


a- 

riA y xo 0 - 5 6 T 4 4 


APPENDIX 


CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE AMERICAN FREEDOMS 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations", revised, 
December 1, 1961, pp. 43-44, describes this committee as 
follows : 

"The Citizens Committee to Preserve American 
Freedoms * * * specializes in propaganda aimed at abolishing 
the Committee on Un-American Activities and discrediting 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Created in Los Angeles 
in 1952, the front organization is run by FRANK WILKINSON, 
an identified Communist who recently resumed the full-time, 
paid post of executive secretary after approximately a 
year’s leave of absence to assist in a similar campaign 
by another front in New York City, the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee. 

"When the Committee on Un-American Activities held 
hearings in Los Angeles, September 2-5, 1958, to inquire 
into the nature of the Party’s recent reorganization in 
California, the Citizens Committee to Preserve American 
Freedoms sponsored a series of public meetings to protest 
the hearings and the very existence of the Committee. 

Communists subpoenaed as witnesses were guests on honor. 

"At this time, leaders of the party's Southern 
California District, were mobilizing Communists in the area 
for participation in an intensified campaign to abolish 
this committee of Congress. How the Citizens Committee to 
Preserve American Freedoms served the party in this effort 
was revealed by (Communist Party) District Chairman DOROTHY 
HEAIEY in a report to the party’s Southern California 
District Council on September 21, 1958. Mrs. HEALEY 
declared that the party preferred public protest meetings 
to be held by the Citizens Committee to Preserve American 
Freedoms rather than under party auspices because Communists 
could attend without danger of being exposed as members of the 
party. She also noted that Communists scheduled as congressional 
Committee witnesses would not appear beforehand at openly 
Communist rallies without creating the impression that the party 
was conspiring with witnesses to withhold information from 
the committee . " 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, House 

Report 259 on the Southern California District 

of the Communist Party, April 3, 1959 > PP« 7 

and 8.) , , 

APPENDIX \ / 



FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61) 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 UC BAW SAB /sail 
ON 08-18-2010 . _ , 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 

100-56744^ 



Title 


LESTER RODSTEIN 


Character SECURITY MATTER - C / 


Reference Report of SA | 

dated as above at Los Angeles, 
California. -J 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have' furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document 
of the FBI and 
your agency.* 


contains neither recommendation^ nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
is loaned to your agency; it and it\coi>4fents are not to be distributed outside 

CH&'f 




r . 


•b6 

hlC 




FD-122 (Rev. 4-17-63) 
optional FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
CSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 




DECLASSIFIED Bj*J324 ue baw sab /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


TO 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Director, FBI (Bufile- 100-4-6858 



tIAk 

) DATE: l\./Q/6$ 


.'^from L0S ANGLES (100-56741-) 

SUBJECT: LESTER RODSTEIN , aka. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


I I It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


00 


|~Xl The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows (specify 
change only ) : 


(U) 


I /•? 

lag 

0 S 

< 4} 

H CL 

3 & 

CO 

p 

& 

IT M 

|| 

> § 

1 

i a 


Name 


Aliases 


/PPROiPPIATF a^ncies? 

t •’ — 

si Tf'. ^y 

DA SSL . V " 


I | Native Born 


| | Natural ized 



I j Aliefi 


I I Communist [~J‘ Socialist Workers Party 

I | Miscellaneous (specify) 


| | Independent Socialist League 


[ I Tab for Detcom 


Date of Birth 


Race 


Sex 


I | Male |TH Female 


Place of Birth 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 

Religion Editor, Long Beach Independent-Press-Telegram, 
6th Street and Pine Avenue, Long Beach, California 


Key Facility.dData 

Geographical Reference Number 
Interested Ag^c^<^£lEiy. 


.Responsibility 


’:D 


m 




Residence Addr^^Tfc^^^hnr lU"* 

- Tsasok fcv. -y ^ 

pC\M, ^’Tor-xfek F0P ‘. 

PA7E Of 




gk : 





not recorded 

6 APR 12 1965 







L 


1-L0S ANGELES 
EDT : dgr 
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■a 
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OPTIONAL FORtvt NO. 10 3010—106 *** 

MAY 1 (EDITION?!. 4 

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 |K^ * Tolson 

UNITED STATES gUPeRNMENT DECLASSIFIED BY 6032^prc barn sab /ml Belmont — 

. _ ' ON 05-26-2010 DeLo^hH 

Jr' Memorandum c e £^ 

TO Mr * J - F * Bla P^ /<■» / //r : 

TO : / \ DATE: 1/26/65 SuUWanZZ 

^ ‘0 Tavel 

Mr. T. D. Rushing'-' . j STr^T 

< clawed J&$m 9 - £5T” 

0 £ xTERe %S^EHsl 0 M 'J 

subject: LESTER R0DSTEIN nEASC lXV^£ - , , 

SECURITY MATTER - C 'IrfnSSscoR .) i >' . ' -T ^ 

, - «- 

Chicago letter dated 12/23/64 captioned 
"CP, USA, Internal Security - C," forwarded biographical 
sketches on various individuals setting out the history 
of these individuals in the Communist Party as well as 
certain personal data. These sketches were made available 
by CG 5824-S* on 8/18/64. These sketches were also 
furnished the ias^krjown office of origin in each 
'■ - 1 individual case. 

Included in this material was a biographical 

j T jj sketch concerning captioned individual , sketch attached^^ 

Chicago noted the extremely delicate source of 
the information and instructed the field to initiate no 
investigation based upon this material without prior 
Bureau approval. If deemed desirable, investigation 
can be initiated under suitable safeguards to insure 
the security of the- source. Chicago further instructed 
that the information is not to be included in an 
investigative report for dissemination. If deemed 
pertinent, the information may be disseminated suitably 
paraphrased in such a manner as to fully protect the 
source's identity. The Chicago letter of transmittal 
(Ui is filed as serial 7855 of 100-3. ^0^ 

ACTI0H U eS ■ <f " _ 1> 

^ The substantive supervisor will review the attached 
Q^igirral for the purpose of determining whether further action 
is warranted.^ /0 0 1 S : 

^TDRtmlf ?3 oTrEHord-S^ 

| 6 pK« 1 19 ®- 4<858 sE ^ i f 6 s ~ ** 

.MsiriWFoiiiii Eiaoss 


/ 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw sab/ml 

on Q.5L26-2010 



'CLASSIF! 
EXTEWDE 1 
REASON F 
FCIM, II, 1 
DATE OF FT 
DECLASS1F1 





ENSION 
- 2 ^ 





: ... ALL IHFDSl&t 1 - 1 - Cy^AltfLb / ’ 

. ; - . "• tffi.ru -i si ' * \ : 

, ‘ ' ! DATE .05 26-2010' BY 60324 uc* fia¥' 'sali/ial • ,■ 

. v, ■ * - •• V - ' ' " •• ■ 

PLEASE KELL OUT JfflD RETURN- TO HORRIS CHILDS 


NAHE • - tester Rodney 


' " 3 ‘ -r * 

PARTY BRANCH ..Upper Stuyvesant ’ 


•AR3 YOU A ilEHBER OP ■ ANY. PARTY COMMITTEES’? 

* - f * \ - 

At present am press director branch and 


group oaptain. 


Was fund drive’ director.' j. 


’ROW. LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN; THE jpARTY? ’ Eleven years 


ix xn ’ mi 


^fttasg-r -Jen veara- 


r 


ARE YOU ^TipE;lN ANY ^ION-PARTY- ORGANISATIONS?' ' 

— MflfflbflT . PunonTfr-Parls poet of Ln e rican Legion 


Mender Baseball- Writers Association of A me rioa, other" sports 
writing' groves, -.t 


; !■ 


OTHE^ RELEVANT INFORMATION OR. 


COKUENT 


In Axny.frdm June 1943 to January 1946. Overseas in Pacific 


Theatre .33 month's .*• -Returned to ^aliy* in February, !46. 
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OPTJONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


■UNITED STATES GOV^^fMENT 

* 4 Memorandum, 


TO 


FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI (l00-4685$$Jp 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-56744) (C) 

O 

subject: LESTER R0DSTEIN, aka 

SM - C 



DECLASSIFIED BY 6032*. uc Daw sat /ml 
0E 05-26-2010 


ate: 6/^ 9/66 


s '//7 





Re: Report of SA[ 


at Los Angeles . 


] 6/30/66 


California, neighborhood source j on 6/13/66, advised that the 
RODSTEINs, known to her as the RODNEYs, continue to reside at 
5403 Sunnyview Street. She stated t hat she has not seen 
LESTER R0DSTEIN in the recent past. | | said she 

believed that the RODSTEINs were separated but stated she had 
no facts to substantiate her belief other than not seeing him 
for some time, 

On 6/22/66 . LESTER R0DSTEIN was personally observed by 

SA I l as he, R0DSTEIN, came out of his residence 

at 5403 Sunnyview Street, Torrance and drove away. 

Mrs. I ~~| Assistant to the Postmaster, 2510 

. Monterey Street, Torrance* California, on 6/22/66, advised that 
/ y^LESTER RODNEY continues to receive his mail at 5403 Sunnyview 
/. ^ ^ Street, Torrance and he has at no time ever filed a change of 
3 nH* address with the post office at Torrance, California, 

, , on 6/22/66 , orally advised SA l 

] that LESTER R0DSTEIN continues to reside at 5403 Sunny - 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 



view Street, Torrance, California, and is presently employed ^ 
as the religion editor for the "Long Beach Independent Press 
Telegram", oth Street and Pine Avenue, Long Beach, Calif orniaTQ/^ 

S F : m I'. ' U ' The files of the Los Angeles Office reflect no 

N ^ ^ w oli references concerning LESTER R0DSTEIN since date of referenced 
report and no new information has been channelized to his case 
file during this period. U 
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Confidential informants generally familiar with 
Communist Party (CP) activity in the area in which RODSTEIN 
resides and is employed^ have been contacted and they advised 
they have no knowledge of any current CP or related activity 
on his part. These informants are as follows: U 


(U) 



This letter is "being submitted in lieu of a report. 


tt 


H CVJ CO 





1 xl Subject's name is ^nispAlSfed in the Security Index. 

[~y| The data appearing on the Security Index card are current. 

| | Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and 

Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

C3 A suitable photograph g~| is □ is not available. 

| | Subject is employed in a key facility and is 

charged with security responsibility, interested agencies 
are 



□ This report is classified 
(state reason) 


because 


7* [JO Subject previously interviewed (dates) H/9/53 
m Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 



8 . 

9- 


Q 


This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending 
cancellation of the Security Index card, 
ca This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 

Security Index criteria and it continues to fall within 
such criteria because (state reason) he attended the New York 
State CP and also the National CP convention in 19575 
because he was in contact with CP headquarters in New 
York in June, 1958; because it was reported in September, 
1961, that he was writing articles concerning Civil 
Rirhts in connection with a CLIC rally, and because 
of the information reported in May, 1965 that he was 
a recent contributor to the Citizens Committee to Preserve 
American Freedoms. 

10. f-y] Subject's SI card | | is [jg] is not tabbed Detcom. 

| — | Subject's activities warrant Detcom tabbing because 
(state reasons) 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. JO 
M^Y iK2 EDITION 
> G-A GEN. REG. NO. 27 ^ 

UNIJED STATES^Bi/ERNMEN' 

' Memorandum 


t* UNITED STATES ^W"£rNMENT 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 l TO piatJ sail /ail 
ON 05-26-2010 ^ 


RECTOR, FBI (100-46858) 




date: 7/5/67 


FROM y /^AC, LOS ANGELES (100-56744) (C) 

O 

subject: LESTER RODSTEIN, 'aka 

SM-C 


O 


* Re Los Angeles letter dated 6/29/66. 

California , neighborhood source, on 6/19/67. advised SA I ~ 

I Ithat RODNEY continues to reside at. 5^03 Sunnyview 

Street, Torrance, California. | | Intelligence Unit, 

Long Beach Police Department on b/19/67 advised subject 
continues ip. his employment as Religion Editor, Long Beach 
Independent-Press-Telegram, 6th Street- and Pine Avenue, Long 
Beach, California. 

Subject's file was reviewed and indices were 
searched and no unreported information concerning him was 
located. ^ 

Following logical informants were contacted who are 
familiar with Communist Party members and activities within 
the Southside Section, Southern California District, Communist 
Party, which includes the areas of Torrance and Long Beach, 
California, and advised they were not aware of any current 
activity on his part: jj 
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(yl Subject's name is included in the Security Index, 
r x l The data appearing on the Security Index card are- current. 
j 1 Changes <?n the Security Index card are necessary and Form FD-122 
has been submitted to t lie Bureau. 

Pin A suitable photograph □ is Q is not available. 

Date photograph was taken ^ . 

I 1 Subject is employed in a key facility and is 

charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies are 


6. □ This report is classified 
(state reason) 


. because 


7. [j[] Subject previously interviewed (dates) ±2 

fyl Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

of his CP history and in view of his present position 
as a writer for a newspaper. 


8 . □ 


9. ® 


[10. m 
□ 


This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria and a letter 

has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the I 

Security Index card. . I 

This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the Security Index ' 

criteria and it continues to fall within such criteria because 

(state reason) 

he attended the New York State CP and also the National 
CP convention in 1957; because he was in contact with 
CP headquarters in New York in June* 1958* because it was\, 
reported in September 1961 that he was writing articles C 
concerning Civil Rights in connection with a Constitutional 
Liberties Information Center rally, and because of 
the information reported in May, 1965 that he was a recent 
contributor to the Citizens Committe to Preserve American 
Subject's SI card □ is [3t] is not tabbed Detcom. Freedoms. 

Subject's activities warrant Detcom tabbing because (state reasons) 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Da w sab /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


To: 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Date: June 1968. 


Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 
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Re: Lez~r£~R 

FBI No. / O 6 — "^6 (fjfT’ 

^ /«- s/if&sa 

Reports of investigation have been reviewed as requested 
by you on • 

It has been determined that indexing of this case for future 
review should.. be 

□ continued [Ff^dis continued 
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DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uj 
ON 05-26-2010 


aw sat /ml 


SIC, Los Angelas (100-56744) 


REC- 115 fir-h 

Director, mi (100-46353) - ^ 
LESTSE BCBS2EXH 

sn - c 



June 12, 1033 

1 - Mr. Mastrovieh 
1 - Hr. Enlow 





By letter dated June 6, 1063, the Department 
advised that the subject’s name should be removed from 
the Security Index, this action has been taken at the 
Bureau and similar action should be taken with respect 
to the cards maintained in your office. H/ 



You should promptly review your file and consider 
whether or not the subject fits the standards for Section A 
of the deserve Index as set out in Section STB of the Manual 
of Instructions, in view of his employment as Religion 
Editor, Long Beach Independent-Press-Telegram, long Beach, 
California. Yv/ 


1 - 100-398030 (Emergency Detention Program) 


PEErjal 

(6, ._S 


NOTE: 


Last letter in lieu of annual report dated 7/5/67. 
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MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw sail /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 

j 


UNITED STATES GG^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


ECTOR, FBI (100-46858) 


I 




date: 7/18/68 


, LOS ANGELES 

O 

LESTER RODS TE IN, 
SM - C 


(100-56744) (P) 


aka 


\\k Re Los Angeles letter to the Director da^ 

l v and Bureau letter to Los Angeles dated 6/12/68. jj 



nr, v/i£ ./68, [ 


be 

b7C 



5 




California, a neighborhood source, advised 

$hat LESTER RODNEY continues to reside at 5403 Sunny view 
Street, Torrance, California. She advised that he is 
Religion Editor for the Long Beach Independent-Press -Telegram 
On 7 / 16 / 68 , a telephone call to the switchboard of the Long 
Beach Independent-Press -Telegram, 6th Street and Pine Avenue, 
Long, Beach, California, verified that LESTER RODNEY continues 
in the position of Religion Editor for the newspaper. 

In view of the fact that the Department of Justice 
removed the subject from the Security Index, it is recommended 
that he be placed in Section A of t£e Reserve Index due to 
his position as Religion E^itor.^^ 

An PD 122a has been furnished to reflect RODSTEIN’s 
transfer from the Security Index to the Section A of the 
Reserve Index. 
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FD-122a (Rev. 2-21-68) 

UNITED STATES G 


Memorandum 


Q«RNMENT 

mum 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 
ON 05-26-2010 
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iisj sab /ml ’ 

' W 1 


A. 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (Bufile- 



DATE: 7/16/68 






Ql 


^ * j 
\i / 


j 


d)&9j/y Card filed 

SA &,f L03 i'.'Tl '.Trs (100-567114) cards sent 00 

T )W ,/ . . , 

LY'3?~R 10DST 3T?J, ska. f>* ^5 1 

SECURITY ’ 1/ CIRR - 0 

a . Bulet to Los Angeles dated 6/12/68 <4 

! jrf 

| XI It is recommended that a “Section A* I I The “Section A” Reserve Index 

Reserve Index Card be prepared on Card on the captioned individual 

the above-captioned individual. should be changed as follows 

(specify Change only): 


Re: 


Name 


LISP ^ RADSTSIlT 
CM 


Aliases 


Lester Rodney 


(in Native Born 
□ Naturalized 
I 1 Alien 


is Communist 
WWP 
□ NOI 


□ SWP □ JFG 

□ SDS f~ I PLP 

□ RAM □ SNC 


□ SPL □ POC □ PPA 

o ANA □ PRN □ BNT 

□ Miscellaneous (specify) 




Date of Birth 

4/17/11 


Place of Birth 

Brooklyn, Hew York 


Race 

White 


Sex 

IXl Male 
I 1 Female 


Business Address, Name of Employing Concern and Address, 

Nature of Employment, and Union Affiliation, if any. 

Religion Bditor, 

Lon'* Beach Independent-Tress- 
Telegram, 6th Street and Pine /venue 
Long Beach, California C 1 AS^t 

fxteeb 

l£a?g; 

FCK-L \ 


Residence Address 


date of B 

DECLASSIF 

z 



5403 Sunnyview Street, 
Torrance, California 

'33. 3^ 



1.. 


Key Facility Data 

Geographical Reference Number . 
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Responsibility . 
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APFRO'P^I^ TF AGENCIES 


OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATE^^OVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, RBI (100-46858) 


k » 1 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Daw sab /ml 
ON 05-26-2010 


date: 




: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-56744) (P) 


subject: 


LESTER RODSTEIN, aka CUSS!FIEd\i%7y^~- ' 7/ 



6/30/69 

\y \ 


Lester Rodney t .. «D BV*2£: - 

SM - C i.ltxmi FOR EXp'lSiO.J^^ 1 

00 ; Los Angeles FC18I, II, ' 77 * 

date of r mfJP JMW ... 

DECLASSIFipTION-V---/-- 

Re Passport Office letter to Director dated 5/7/69, 

, . Enclosed for the Bureau are twenty copies of a 

letterhead memorandum (LHM) concerning the proposed foreign 
travel of the captioned subject. 


Source one utilized is[ 
Source two is Mr. I 


mgeies Area Council 


The pretext utilized in LHM was a telephone call 

htr 4 +• avi a4!» 4*U m T— j j_ <r\ m — 


C w ] 

t - :-h w . 
I H? «L 
^ w ft!, 


. — — r — ■ v »»***««« ui uui'i woo a bempaaae CaXJL 

to the City Editor of the Independent, Press-Telegram, Long 

a /? riend of th ® subject down from San 
Francisco, on 6/26/69. (/ 


R£ C /^° ' 7 fv5T 


The LHM is classified confidential because data 
reported by Souree one could reasonably result in 
identification of an informant of continuing value and 
compromise effectiveness thereof. 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


/ ; DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw sab/ml 

* • ON 05-26-2010 _ 

• • 

UN^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Los Angeles , California 
June 30, 1969 



LESTER RODSTEIN 
also known as 
Lester Rodney 


On May 7# 1969* Mr. Passport 

Office, United States Department or state, Washington, D. C., 
advised a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that Lester Rodney was issued passport number K520785 on 
April 25, 1969, at Los Angeles, California. Rodney indicated 
he planned to depart on June 22, 1969* to visit England, 

France, Italy, Yugoslavia and Holland for a period of four 
weeks for vacation purposes. 


On January 27, 1957# Source one advised that 
during the January 27, 1957# session of the Hew York State 
Communist Party Convention held at Chateau Gardens, New 
York City, nominations were received for the elections 
of 14 delegates-at-large from the State Convention to the 
National Convention of the Communist Party, USA. Source 
one pointed out that Lester Rodney was among those persons 
nominated but who declined, [ft, 


In November 1, 1948, Issue of the "Daily Worker" 
page 16, column 14, Lester Rodney, in his own column 
entitled, "On the Scoreboard," stated, "But in addition 
to being a sports writer, I happen to be a Communist. ..."1 


CLASSIFIED 

EXTENT 
r~/r-0 FCF L 

fcd, u, 1 

DATE OF REV 
DECLASSIFY, 


The "Daily Worker" was an official East 
Coast Communist newspaper. U 

/ # ^ /-f/ V 
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COPIES DESTROYED 

6 4 DEG 06 1973 


APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 

AFP FIE'D C'PJFIS 

r- — - (PTjjJb 

DATE 



ExcUldtd fr n ™ automatic 





I 


LESTER RODSTEIN 
also known as 
Lester Rodney 



(U) 


Source two advised on June 3, 1959* that Lester 
Rodney stated he was still in sympathy with the overall 
philosophy and aims of the Communist Party and that the 
reason he left the Communist Party was because of his 
disappointment with the manner in which Khrushchev, the 
hierarchy, and the Communist Party Politbureau.handled 
the Hungarian crisis and the revolution there. 


By means of a suitable pretext conducted by a 
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on 
June 26, 1969 , it was ascertained that Lester Rodney 
departed about June 22, 1969 , for a one-month vacation 
trip to Europe and would return to his position as Religion 
Editor at the Independent, Press-Telegram Newspaper, Long 
Beach, California, at that time. t( 


Rodney is described as follows: 


Name 


Sex 

Race 

Bate of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Social Security Number 
FBI Number 


Lester Rodstein, 
also known as 
Lester Rodney 
Male 
White 

April 17, 1911 

New York City, New York 

51 9 » 

150 pounds 
Slender 

Brown, balding 
Brown, wears glasses 
Light 

121-05-8572 

548 35^ B 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. \t 


FD--323 (Rev. 11-29-61) 





DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc haw sab/ml 
ON 05-2M010 


In Reply , Please Refer to 

File No. 100-56744 


ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
June 30, 1969 




Title LESTER RQDSTEIN 


Character SECURITY MATTER - C 

Reference Los Angeles letterhead 

memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
info imat ion in the past. 


COPIES DESTROYED 

6 4 OEC 0 6 1973 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


5010-106 


5-10 1 (Rev. 1-7-65) 

OHIONAITORM.'NG. TO 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


TO . ..j Director, FBI ( 100-46858 

( U ) Attention: 


SUBJECT: 


FROM^J? Z 1 * Legat, Paris ( 100-2897 t-16 


4jESTEB1R0DSTEIN 
SM - C \ V 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum Mpai!/ 



7/16/69 


) EXEHPTED FROM AUTOI® 


r /} 

5 1 


Re LA let g LHM 6/30/69, 


On ^/^-6/69 dissemination was made of re ^HM 


D 1 C LAS S I F I CAT 1 OTL j 
AUTHORITY DERI¥1E| FR.&H: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
EXEMPTION CODE ZSX(1, S) 

DATE OS-26-2010 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
DIKE RE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


□ On 



.the enclosed information was receivedfrom: 


Remarks: 

•.J3B.01 RFf* 91 ll '' 

1 — Bureau |||fn Baa s-a maeee 

1 - Paris CLASSIFIED .MAh 

REP: AM EXTENDED BY)g3 3 JUL 23 «S 

(•3) FOR ExsfpSlON^ 

BATE CfV ” 

DECUSM!Sfii?^V'' A • 
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** OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 50,0 . 0fl 

x , MAY 1962 EDITION 5 ° 1£M ° a 

GSAjjEN. REG. NO. 27 Jfci 

'"UNITED STATES GO Vd^pMENT DE c L s I FIED BY 60324 uc baflBah/ml 

^ ON 05-26-2010 

Memorandum 

' DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-46858 DATE: 8/7/69 

f : 

. SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-56744) (C) 

ECT ' LESTER^ODSTEIN, aka 

Lester Rodney 
SM - C 

00 : Los Angeles 

Re Los Angeles letter and LHM to the Bureau dated 

6/30/69. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are twenty copies of an > 
LHM concerning the proposed foreign travel of the captioned ' 
subject. ,V4 

The pretext utilized in the LHM was a telephone call 
to the City Desk of the Independent, Press -Telegram, Long Beach 
California, as a friend of the subject inquiring when he had 
returned from his vacation in Europe, 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No . 


Los Angeles , California 
August 7 , 1969 


LESTER RODSTEIN 
also known as 
Lester Rodney 

Reference is made to a letterhead memorandum captioned 
as above dated June 30 , 1969, at Los Angeles, California. 

By means of a suitable pretext conducted by a 
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on 
August 7 , 1969, it was ascertained that Lester Rodney returned 
from his vacation in Europe on July 28 , 1969. An unidentified 
person on the City Desk of the Independent, Press-Telegram, 

Long Beach, California, stated that Rodney had returned to 
his position as Religion Editor for the newspaper. ^ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency* it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency, jf 
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UNITEB^STATES GOV^pMENT 

Memorandum 


EXEMPTED ™n AUTOMATIC 
D E C L ASS I W:T I ON 
AUTHO El T^H RIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOpfflC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
EXEMPTION CODE Z5X<1, 6) 

DATE 05-26-2010 


TO 


/^L 


(UJ 


subject: 

!U) 


DIRECTOR, FBI/ (100-46858), 


LEGAT, BONN 1(100-1795) 


5 

LESTER RODSTEIN, aka 
>M - C 



a | .date: 9/10/69 





(U) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOOT OTHERWISE 


Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau dated 6/30/69. 

The following agencies were alerted to the 
subject’s travel and requested to furnish any information 
received concerning him. No information has been received 


from the sources.X/V' 
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Dear Mr J 




n 


Mr. Sullivan has shown me your letter of March 3rd. 

\ 

Information contained in the files of the FBI must be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice and it is not possible to furnish the type of 
advice you are seeking. I regret we cannot be of assistance to you 
in this instance. j J 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles disclose prior correspondence with , last outgoing 

2-10-69, in responsepb his comments concernin g LestefStodney , whose 
true name is Leste 3 Lsf 0 .ds.te.in, His reference to Rodney's name appearing 
in "Masters of Deceit" was previously acknowledged in our outgoing to 
him 10-31-68. Rodney is on Section A of the Reserve IndexN 
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March 3, 1970 


Mr. William C. Sullivan 

\ 

vo 

Assistant Director of F. B. I. 

f\ ^ .y 

Washington, D. C. 

' ty 


Dear Mr. Sullivan 

[/‘A" 

v> 





I read in "religion” section of Los Angeles Herald 
Examiner Sat. Feb 28, 1970, which the article stated: "Sullivan 
is a Christian layman who takes his faith seriously. He also is 
assistant Director of the F.B.I." t{ 

From the above quote, promp me to write you a note. 

. Lester Rodney was sports writer for 22 years with 
"The Daily Worker" and "The Worker", In Jan. 1958 the Daily 
Worker closed publication. That ment Rodney was out of a job 
with the Daily Worker. That same year (1958) Lester Rodney came 
to California and went to work for the Santa Monica Outlook news-r 
paper in Santa Monica California, writing on: Church, thejiher, 
and garden. From the "Outlook" he worked for a advertising company 
in Beverly Hills, California, n 

In 1965 Lester Rodney became Church and Religion 
Editor of Independent, Press — Telegram, Long Beach, California, 
the job he still holds. jy| 

The co -o wner and publisher of Independent Press - 
Telegram, | | kn ows abou t Lester Rodney's Comm unist { 

activities (I informed Mr. | in about December 1968. :i 

thinks Rodney is a good writer. 

At this date (March 3, 1970) Lester Rodney is in 
Israel, (due back in the States sometime this week.) N 
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As a Christian laymen, could you inform your church 
in Long Beach about Rodney ? (or) can it be arranged with your church 
in Long Beach to speak there (as you did in Chicago on the Black 
Panther Party) 

The people of Long Beach need to know about Rodney’s 
background. (A 

In what way can I put preesure on the Independent, Press 
Telegram to tell it's readers of Rodney's past activities and if he has 
ireally made a change, tell that to. t{ 

I may be wrong in writing you this. And I know you are 

not to advise any private party as to what to do on their own 

but something needs to be done on this Lester Rodney. 

Appreciate hearing from you. ( ^ 

Thank you 

Yours truly, 


P. S. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover wrote about Rodey in his book. 
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We Were AII Younger . , . 

THE FIRST DAILY sports page rolled 21 
years and 3 months ago. It joined the Daily 
Worker family in September of 1936, after -an 
overwhelming vote of “yea” from the readers who 
liked the sports in the weekend Worker. 

Your operative wrote the lead story that ex- 
citing day (probably on this same typewriter!) 
and it was headlined, in 60 point Railroad Gothifc, 
“GIANT POWER THREATENS YANKS.” The 
Yanks promptly whipped the Giants in six, which 
immediately established our good standing in the 
sports writing fraternity. 

Also on those first daily sports pages was a 
comprehensive listing of Negro players we 
thought baseball fans should know about, plus a 
pointed interview with National League prexy 
Ford Frick, plus the beginning of constant in- 
terviews with white big league managers and 
players who knew the worth of the barred Ne- 
gro players — such as “DI MAGGIO CALLS 
PAIGE GREATEST PITCHER.” 

Needless to say, there had never been such 
goings in the “big” daily sports sections. The 
campaign was on. 

The Communist Party supplied the steam. Ben 
Davis was a powerhouse behind the campaign, 
as was Brooklyn's own Pete Cacchione. Young 
Communists started gathering the signatures of 
sports fans outside the stadiums, signatures which 
one day were to roll up into the millions and make 
Commissioner Landis gasp OK, OK, stop it, 
there's no ruling agaisnt Negro players in the 
big leagues. 

Spetember 1936. ... A couple of days alter 
our first issue we covered a five round KO win 
by a 21 -year-old heavyweight off the River 
Rouge assembly line called Joe Louis. (The vic- 
time was A1 Ettore. How’s your memory?) At 
the Polo Grounds we watched a fellow name of 
Carl Hubbell who wore his pants down to his 
ankle throw in three different speeds a left- 
handed pitch which darted away from right- 
handed hitters and put the Giants in the World 
Series witt^ his 16th straight. The Yanks, to keep 
the record straight, batted wih Crosetti, Rolre, 
DiMaggio, Dickey, Selkirk and Lazzeri. The 
Dodgers were 7th, their natural habitat of the 
period. The glory days for Ebbets Field were 
not yet. ^ 

THERE WAS the inevitable crop of wise- 
cracks attending the birth of a Daily Worker 
sports section. Heywood Broun, the magnificent 
columnist who founded the newspaperman s 
union, was intrigued, and among other things 
quipped, “You cant class angle a box score. 
He was only partly right. Two years later he 
tipped his journalistic hat to us in his nationally 
syndicated column, favorably comparing the way 
wcjjeated the callous firing of Detro it Manage r 
j^^^^chrane by auto mogul Briggs witn me 
ft Times treated it. 
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I Among our prize letters in the early d aff (Continued from Page 7) 

camp na e from an indignant mid western coupl€~^^j^ how you actually help rally the most Amer- 
I which said the Daily Worker had always been icans in the VSA of 1958 to fight these night . 
right, and here we wrote that NYU was going mares p 

to beat Fordham in football, and lo and behold j Well, this is a sports column, so lets put 
Fordham beat NYU. , . the “thirty” slug after a final mention of sports. 

But kidding aside, the readers have a ways ; Here we go toward another baseball Season. Mil- 
* # r T ^ “ l * h,L lions of sports-loving American youngsters fell 

over the land follow a growingly-integrated 


been wonderful and I feel humble and grateful. 
They made possible whatever the page rontnb- 
uted to American life. On the day in April, 1947, 
in the pressbox at Ebbets Field when the terse 
announcent was handed out that Jackie Roose- 
velt Robinson was now a Dodger, and a wnter 
from one of the big metropolitan daily s walked 
over, shook hands and said, “You people can 
take a bow,” he really meant our readers too. 
For they were always more than readers. They 
were people who made history as they read his- 

t0ry Well, there’s a lot could be said. Let the I 
“monument” to the Daily sports page stand m i 
the book, “Roy Campanella-Most Valuable, (A. 

S. Barnes) which records the paper getting Roy 
and others the first big league tryouts for Negro 
players and speaks of “The Daily Worker Com- 
munistic organ which pounded hard and unceas- 
ingly against the color line in organized base- 
ball” 

Good enough. 

AND SO THIS is the final column. I 
think everyone knows by now how I stand on the 
issues which have been fought out in the Com- 
munist Party. I believe we urgently had to make 
crystal clear that we truly stood for socialism 
with political democracy, based on our country • 
best traditions, and that this and other important 
decisions of the party convention have been 
shunted aside. Yet let me say I have only pity 
for a writer leaving the party and saymg he 
"coming out of a nightmare. Good Lord, the 
nightmare is the H-bomb. The nightmare is 
the John Foster Dulles policy which says no 
to the whole world s cry to end it The night- 
mare is surely in the long run an immoral eco- 
nomic system which seems to need war or war 
production to function without breakdown, the 
nightmare is jimcrow, the inhuman crime which 
sti fc^feames our land. Isn’t th** only r*a. V-'— 
^~Ti ^Cbrtinued on Page 8) 


tional pastime. As I think of the way the widm- 
ing ripples from the great victory moved _ etfter 
outward, how they soaked into our country s hte 
and became part of the Supreme Court decision 
on schools, I know that no matter what conclu- 
sions I may draw from present party develop- 
ments I will always, repeat, always be proud #t 
having been fa a party and having worked end a 
'newspaper which did so much for my country. | 
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Howard Rushmore 

“THE BODY is still here unclaimed,” said the 
voice on the phone at the Bellevue Morgue. We 
had been asked by the city editor to make the 
routine call about Howard Rushmore who onc« 
worked on this paper and then became a stoolie 
and finally killed himself and his wife last Friday. 

And that’s the sorry end of Howard Rush- 
more. Back around 1938 when he worked here, 
we used to go up to the gravel roof atop this 
building at lunch hours on pleasant days, with 
two mitts and a baseball. Rushmore stood 
about 6 feet 4 inches tall and was a pretty fair 
first baseman. He’d skid grounders around the 
roof to me, I’d scoop them up and fire them in 
his general direction. It was very pleasant to play 
a little baseball during a workday, especially in 
si it ‘k — 2 ji odd setting with the grimy 
of downtown Manhattan around us, and on a 
good slambang play we’d cut loose with yips of 
senseless exultation. 

Then all of a sudden he was over on the 
front page of the Hearst newspaper writing 
wierd inventions for good pay about the Com- 
munist Party. I think the next time I saw him 
real close was one morning a few years ago 
when I started for work and a car went by slowly 
with' him and two other men in it. At the next 
corner one of the men accosted me with the 
alternate wheedling to “be smart” and threats to 
“watch out” if I didn’t “cooperate,” a revolting 
routine which honors those chosen for it as decent 
Americans. “This is your FBI.’ My old base- 
ball partner was now picking up a few extra 
bucks as a minor league finger man. 

Aftei* years of working as a stoolie and finger 
man and confident of Joe McCarthy, Roy Cohen 
and such, he wound up half crazy with a gun 
and huge knife and killing his wife and himself 
in the back seat of a taxi. 


THIS LOW SORDIDNESS and touch of 
near insanity has shown up before in those who 
make a decision to rat and stool on* their bet- 
their own gain. 



? 



mor RECORDED 

140 JA- ; <358 


Wash. Post and 

Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald 

Tribune 

N. Y. Journal- 

American 

N. Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 


Date - ./ $ "3 2 


1958 


' &=g =. Yrrr hardly need a deep analysis to start to 
understand this. The Rushmores decide ttl move J 
over for cash, to what appears to be the respect- 
able side of anti-communism. (We are not here 
f I talking of the honest, principled anti-communist 
! | liberals, but of the noisy, noissome world of }. 

I ; Edgar, the Hearst and Scripps Howard head- 
I lines, McCarthyism and its variations and dilu- 
| ’ tions.) They are moving to the side of the easily 
accepted, the powerful, the commentators, the “of- 
ficial * side. Yet it doesn’t work. It is, for all its 
moneyed hugeness, a facade. The rats who 
patter to it are the opposite of “respectable,” be- 
. cause somewhere in them they forever know 
' the extent of the billion dollar lie, they know the 
towering moral superiority of people who have 
the dignity of being for good things, for sanity, 
brotherhood, a better social order than dog-eat- 
dog-for-profit. 

Because of this amazing contradiction the 
devils eat these people up inside, make them 
wilder and wilder and drive them deeper into 
the murky sewer world from which Rushmore 
ended his life. Perhaps they would have to have 
some kind of surgical operation to be at peace, 

■ to remove the last sensitive nerve which knows 
| and which remembers the goodness of what they 
lie about for venal profit, the essential goodness 
and rightness of devotion to human betterment 
rather than to the profit motive. No amount of 
| stupidity along the way by progressives can wipe 
out this great truth (though if uncorrected the 
stupidities can certainly be hell on their effective- 
! ness). 

i • 

JUST BECAUSE there was some of this 
^ sip telly mechanical copying from other lan es a nrf^ 

situations, in my belatedly “wise” opinion, in 
confusing sell-out rats like Rushmore with hon- 
! est ideological opponents who left the Commu- 
j nist movement, I think it’s necessary to note here 
I that these are two very different things. (Even 
| though the PRESSURES of reaction TEND to 
push away at those who leave for any reason.) 
For past illustration, I would mention Earl 
Browder, in my opinion a man we very unfairly 
demeaned, one who remained principled. Such 
a man may or may not be cockeyed wrong, but 
he’s surely the opposite of a Rushmore morally. 

Allright, just so that’s straight, to conclude 
our thoughts on Rushmore. ... 

Interesting in his history is the way he left 
Confidential, that superb exhibition of capitalist 
anything-for-a-buck morality. “To Confidential * 
millions of readers I say this,” piously wrote Rush- 
more in a magazine article, “My conscience is 
clear. I am out. Are you?” 

His conscience, of course, was never clear for 
a moment after 1939 when he betrayed the only 
decent thing in his wierd life. And even with 
Confidential, his rodent antennas were just work- 
ing well. He was sensing the trend against the 
mag’s excesses and getting on board. He was 
paid for the article denouncing it. 

Finis, Howard Rushmore. We have a great, 
complex, potentially wonderful country, which 
x contains some pretty rotten sewers. A resident 
L_pLtW» sewers died Friday night. He was a king 
Tsized rat & " * 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower 
'Von, House 
VV'cisitmgtoi). D. C. 

Wjr T ' vo veterans of Daily Worker staff, four of 
„ ™ n f ‘ HK, 7 N st ‘ rv< ‘i ‘" u!er you ill European Theatre shocked at 

W of ^ 1,ead European 

ground toices of NATO, winch includes our own American 7th Army, 

c.dly ( C Ld‘‘!!!a*S.r!u K T t <<>T aM veterans in sU,til >? we most emnhati- 
H L\* ^ l °" r coun(r y against Hitler to have one of 

later. 1>u in “' mman d oi American boys twelve years 

We respectfully urye you as Commander-in-Chief to guarantee 
no American hoys serve under Nazi generals. guaraaiee 

Mtfes 

17th Airborne in Germany 

Lnjfcif mlantry platoon S gt. 100th Division, 

” Am, y trance and Germany. Awarded Silver Star 

Abger W. Berry — 

raid Artillery Battalion, France and Cermany 
Herbert Signer 

Gy Ordnance, France and Germany 
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D*&> Worker: ^ 



“glorious 

(he calls it revolution!) is brag- 
ged about in all the reactionary 
press and to a certain extent in 
The Worker. 

Rodney defends Peter Fryer 
of the London Daily Worker for 
opposing that paper's position in 
not printing a Horthy fascist in- 
terpretation of what occurred in 
Hungary, Did Fryer ever get as 
excited in fighting his “own” im- 
perialists when they raped Ken- 
ya and Egypt? 

Rodney also defends French 
writer Jean Paul Sartre’s Attack 
on the Soviet Union and his 
quitting the French Party. 

Did Sartre ever get as upset 
over the slaying of tens of thou- " 
sands of Arabs by his “own” im- 
perialists? 

Contrary to what Rodney says, 

I have not once read anything in 
the Worker that would sneer at 
morality, humanism, etc. How- 
ever, letter writers have indicat- 
ed that they would not partici- 
pate in the “humanism” of fas- 
cism, of an Eastland, McCarthy 
and their ilk. Rodney knows 
that is true, so why does he twist 
the facts? 

The “cult of the individual” is 
a vestige of capitalism and it 
dies hard as a lot of other hang- 
overs from capitalism. Reports 
from the Soviet Union indicates 
sweeping changes taking place 
which Will go a long way towards 
establishing a full socialist de- 
mocracy. 

For the Soviet Union to permit 
once again a fascist dictatorship 
to exist at its borders would be 
a dime not only against itself 
but against all humanity. [ 

Let us not forget that fascisnj 
mffans war— we do noC 
again.— Southern Workc 
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A VIEW ON HUNGARY 


if van '£&a 

" into th* 

discussion jib' *ut Hungary, It i« 
my opinion that the Soviet inter* 
VMition is indefensible. I know 
this kind of statement goea 
Afainst the grain of a good many 
of our readers who are fine fight- 
ers for progress and socialism. I 
could be dead wrong. But I 
Would like the chance to spell 
out thy reasons, in fact, I urgently 
feel I must, and if this article if 
on the long side, well, since I’m 
on a non-political beat, I don’t 
do this often, and I ask that die 


There is aoothet troubling fact. 
Ranged by Sfoviet troops in the 
V Uameut, Minister of State is- 
Wo Bibo, a non-Oommunisr mem 
her of Nagy’s coalition govern- 
ment. declared, “In this situation 
i slate that Hungary has no in- 
ention of following an anti-So- 
viet policy. I reject the slander 
that fascist or anti-Semitic ac- 
tions have stained the glorious 
Hungarian revolution. The entire 
Hungarian nation participated in 
it, without class or religious dis- 
crimination.” 

If this seems ' to blink the 


Views of one who has worked- Atrocities of a fascist and anti- 
on the Daily Worker for 20 years Semitic nature which took place. 



and believes in socialism aa 
strongly as ever, be at least con- 
sidered. Here are mv reasons; 

• • • 

I do not understand how we 
fflM condone in any way the 
Mbk imposition of an unwant- 
ed government on a people by 
the armed forces of another 
country and still speak to our 
hfio Americans about each na- 
(Kni’s own path to socialism. I 
have read ail the letters and ar- 
IftelM with care. I have been im- 
pfoaaed by the overriding con- 
cern over the rebirth of fascism, 
a concern we all share, and the 
to defend socialism from its 
I have not seen any 
whatever to the question 
poaed above. I have not even 
MM any article or letter AD- 
DRESS itself to this point. Yet 
what future is there for us if 
wot to advocate American social- 
ism? 

• * * 

FASCISM in Hungary. Those 
who say the Soviet Union had to 
do what it did say "Yes, a mis- 
take was made at first, hut then 
it became a question of fascism 
taking over the country so there 
was no choice.” 

Cited in support of this con- 
tention are the unquestioned 
facts of fascist emigres pouring 
back into Hungary during the 
Bating, Project X, the role 
Such as Cherne, and lynching* 
of Communists. 

These facts disturb me as they 
disturb all who hate fascism. 
Yet there is another body of 
facts which disturbs me too. 

If a counter- revolutionary fas- 


it still reveals clearly that the 
people attacked by the Soviet 
army were committed AGAINST 
t»ch policies. In a nation with 
II years of socialism behind it, 
inperfect as that socialism has 
been, does not such a govern- 
ment have to be conceded a 
CHANCE to rally the working 
class and the best people in the 
land and deal successfully with 
its own fascists? 

But Nagy, it is said, capitulat- 
ed to reaction. He was in a ter- 
rible position and I certainly can- 
not sit. he re in New York and de- 
fend everything he did or said. 
But I do know that if he took 
Hungary out of the Warsaw Pact 
in the hectic aftermath of the 
first insensate shooting into a 
peaceful demonstration for bet- 
ter socialism, he was taking Hun- 
gary no further than Tito took 
Yugoslavia, which is not a mem- 
ber of the Pact though a jociahtt 
country. 

One must wonder, and wfi 
uneasy hearts ickness, what k|ai 
of "counter-revolutionary 

ebm* it is where the ll; 
Ct&Mnunist w idow of the 
iSPtyred Rajk must flee 
Ydfoelav Embassy for sa 
(y>m the Soviet attack? 

Dean Tamae Nagy of the 
pest Karl Marx Institute of 
nomics. and two editors of 
Communist youth paper 
Ifjusag” are arrested as rahe| 
Where a deposed member of 
Nagy cabinet, Anna Kethly, te !. 
New York reporters with horrtij 
that she wants no armed foi 
helpng there is enough bloc 
shed, and is booed by fascists 
who try to use her when sh# 


cist government was certain to 

prevail, how is that the mosi ten- . . . . . 

ftciuusly fighting nuts* of work- f ” ha ' '! e l,praln k * “ ,K) » 
era. »t Csepel, Included in tWi©> star ano,he ^f b V‘ 
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Worker lie holed up in the 
British Embassy with toe other 
English scribes when the Soviet 
attack came, and when he got 
out. fabled a stoi y which the 
London Worker, an all out de- 
fender of the Soviet position, 
refused to print. Fryer then 
resigned from the paper, while 
remaining in the CP. 

Every member of the Hungar- 
ian Olympic team, tlie.se splen- 
did athletes of a new social order, 
declared for the Nagy govern- 
ment. 

I am afraid I no longer have 
confidence in the ability of the 
Soviet leaders to decide when a 
nation is fascist or going fascist* 
Eight years ago we were told 
that Yugoslavia was fascist— be- 
cause it determinedly took a na- 
tional road to socialism, and re- 
jected an inferior status. 

• • * 

I BELIEVE it is clear to all, 
no matter which “side” of the 
argument they take, that virtu- 
ally the entire Hungarian people 
was united against the interven- 
tion. It seems that this fact, In- 
stead of forcing some readers to 
painfully re-think their first con- 
clusions, instead pushed them to 
the conclusion that v irtually the 
entire Hungarian nation consists 
of fascists! - We get this in ques- 
tions challenging “is it or is it not 
true that Hitler had a mass base?'*)} 
Are these readers then willing! 
to say that the same kind of peo- 
ple result from years of Hitler’s 
fascist, anti-human, racist rule, 
and from the Hungarian socialist 
regime of the past 1 I years? I 
guarantee you I take second 
place to nobody as a critic of 
Hakosi and Gera, yet I am not 
willing to say such a thing. 

Something else that bother* 
me greatly in the arguments of 
Eugeae Dennis, James Allen and 
others is this: What happens to 
the class struggle, the role of 
the working class ot a country 
against its own enemies, if one 
derogates to the Soviet Union 
the right to liar fascism, defend 
socialism, change government*, 
m other countries? Regardless, 
mind \ou, ot whether the work- 
ing claw ol a gi\ en country 
WANTS the intervention. It if 
only their country alter all, Pic- 
tilre if you will the reaction of a 
Hungarian worker to the statp- 
n\f?nt by a Daily Worker reader 
tl»« other das “1 for one don’t 
want the Soviet troops with* 
drawn.” 



sy \ 

ANALOGY WH1I N S> V 

This has been brought : - 

several letters and article*. \ >’ 
supporters of the Soviet action. 
But isn’t it a bit upside down? 
Jo Spain the “rebels” had the 
assistance of Hitler and Musso- 
lini’s troops against a government 
supported by a majority o! the 
population. In Hungary the 
renels” are the majority of (he 
population fighting for the gov- 
ernment of their choice, the 
Nagy government, against a 
Hungarian minority and m^side 
troop*. (No, I am decidedly not 
equating the Hitler-MussoUni 
fascist intervention with Soviet 
intervention. I know the mot ves 
are entirely different, m.t lor 
fascism, the other against fas- 
cism). 

. , More important— how do those 
/vyho mike Jh« analogy 
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i the fact that aa 
> was world wide i 
toflWascut, 



•ociaMsm. And there are other 
c anto rs et toetelten kv a cbiartng 
1vo#ld. Socialism if bigfnr than 

— - e«y country, any party, any JapA* 

TJS j£L?"£r la Th ®y can become diitenrf, 

!2f. lose the i r 

avoids the twin 
dangers of being seen as a Ruf- 
fian apologist, and losing ones 
faith in socialism. 

Up to the events in Hungary 
Inn was much talk here of a 
Marxist maturity, independence 
of judgment and reservation of 
the fraternal right of cri tkrian 
let there was no actual TEST of 


wbq wimmm wm 
editorials on 


J pj Otihti of the world ihnrp 
1 tugtaffhig all relations w ith do- 
Wn of the Soviet action. Can 


To Ison 

Nichols 

Boardman 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons 


abhfl to be the cause for 
analysis by Communists? 


A QUESTION of fascism? 
Cpftghuy the elemettis of facotam 
■In the Hirugarnn sitnation 


0OW do you fljEt fascism? By 

xtonfetaf unity with aR dama 
tiUb people who oppoette- 
Citii and thus isolating and 


fascism. But the hno 
in Hanfary acted to make a 
fisb cotiitry a base for the faa- 
ftits to work in! Take the vital 
jptiHon of friendship witii the 
fcviet Union, the first country 
of socialism and world foroo for 
peace. Comulka in Poland OP- , 
POSED Soviet pressure against 
Independence, based himself on 
the Polish workers and put the 
party at the head of thosa do- 
mad* for reform. He is decided- 
fn a position now to firiit for 
a line of friendship with the So- 
viet Union. But alas, in Hungary, 
no Mger what the splendid in- 
titiSas of the Kadar govern- 
mmt f it will be a long. long, 
teg time before it can even 
pp for a line of friendship with 
tile Soivet Union. 


f tiMsoew Inde pe nd en ce i 
It was, as others in Speak Yaw 
Piece hare aptly potatod rti, 
easy to be critical of past Sovfe 
anon because you wees la stop 
with lbs Soviet leadership b do- 
ing so. So too it was easy to bo 
retroactively wise about the pact 
of 1939 with the Naris and soy 
how differently *e as American 
Marxists, should bars stiU, W 
Causa that is safely past But it 
that, when a sit uati o n 
up which r e q u ires dfc- 
ent with the present lead* 
of the Soviet Union) wo 
CanV get off the habit. 

Wiu these wrong relations with 
fko Soviet Union, which crashed 

da Into disaster time after time 

’ r _ . .1 



tfbfal We were on the right ■path- 
In pamdtied^Q deal us the ld» 

iatel thrust toteffital and per- 
tinnst npaatM aa Russian 


underlying fault hare. 


apobgblsr 

JUST Iimpose-Now when the 
Students ot Cxoduolovakia dem- 


n> is difficult to express, bo- oostrate again, as they certain- ” 
anusa I agree that this oiscusrion V wiH, for the democratising of 


tibould be sharp in content but 


in their land, will we ff —ijfng 



fraternal in form, tod 1 don't unhappily oppoaa thoaa students 
grant to appear to be making any and be nr favor of putting thorn 
« thoaa I down sternly because any unrest 
I feel ttb will carry die danger of fascism, 
matte r mwT there will be suspicions of Pwf 
not to say It. act X at work, etc., etc? But 
... It is my opinion that a wrong ■boukki’t a 
fetetionship to the Soviet Union fpl . international 
ti stdi in operation among many 
who heatedly reject any am- 

etim of the Soviet actions. 

Bor many years the automatic tib sit on 
tind proper response to anything 
toMroversial dealing witii the 
®pSt was “defend the Soviet 
Ifcfcta** that beleagured island 
m uoewism in a hostile world. 

M|t this is a long outdated situa- 
ted necessity. 


thought- 
socialist soli- 
darity be with these fighters to 
make socialism what it should 
be, against the old tina Stalin- 
‘ Stasky-Cle- 
brandish tlw 

tenter 

The thought inevitably occurs 
< -wby, if wa are thinking, ind©- 
pemtot American Marxists, do 
SMI have to wait until something 
Ike that happens then join the 
Sacialism to us meant the So- Cseeh leaden themselves in ad- 

n Union. It meant the CPSU. sntiting, yes, they made a mis- 
eant the leadership of the take and it led to the bad, touch- 

and-go situation with its dang* 
to socialism. Why not NOW give 
mm modest fraternal opinion that 
SnCaech* " 
for 


, _ , lersmp i 

CWU. Since they WERE soctal- 
fiUta they could do no wrong be* 
tanwa tibatever they did was^ta 
te fetemts of socialism. 

. Alb but it turns out now that 
llpders $ die CfSU did terrible, 
blllli harm bp the interests el 


:iine. bit 
at those 
bar's 

on Hungary not 

fs to any Americans outride of 
the Cotiumnrist Party wife their 
jtigf Wbet kind of a line ton this 

No, I do not believe this is an 
oportunistic, popularity - contest 
attempt to weigh the merits of 
s line. Did we not speak out 
boldly to our fellow Americans 

against die Korean War, a line , „ . ... . 

JkUk wii initially unpopular. "^P 01 " 1 ™ er< *. is little sorrow - 

Ink which we knew to b« s1cHT w h " rror - ,ho "4 m “ 

Mil iMJ, >u a t i- cumstanoes we have all been — 

horrified at the killfng of un- — 
armed demonstrators lor social __ 
• e e betterment. 

GOOD FOB sooiabam? TWs I heard in an argument — 
main dtfferenee expressed by Bn- die expression, “Weil, sometimes 
gene Dennis ana others hfrf you have to do something for 
James Allen with die “Daily" edi- people’s own good whether they 
torial was its statement that the i&e it <* not." I believe this 
intervention was harmful far so- could only come from someone 
cialism. They think otheewise, who has had little real contact 
that it helped socialism. with people. Imagine what would 

Helped tocialmn? In every J“PPT? fg leone in • ,ba *» 
country fa the world gpod reU- J|f. : h “ 'T < ‘ rker ? 

tioai with the finest eleW.U arc thm * ha ^ *° k d °"« 

being ibattered. lean Paul Sartre own * ood whether they liked it 
must condemn the Soviet action or not \ 

“entirely and with no reserva- 1 believe this academic tough- 
tions,” and break relations with n *»* “ not Marxist at all, but 
the French Communists. So do *»othci example of automatic 
other non-party progressives like transferenan of another country's 
Simone de Beauvoir (and lead- totally different situation and 
ing party writers like Claude necessities in an entirety differ- 
Boy, Roger Vailland, J. F. Roll- fnt historical context C e rt a in ty 
and). »t h not what attracted me, and 

1m England even that noble 1 , dar « ."T "™r others, to the 
irieod of the Soviet Union, the *' rlU '!' c ™>vemm>t in 

Den of Canterbury, muat speak . m w * > *“ *" »• 

■gafast tlie Soviet action. Hugh 1*^ i*«init tfa fawaorn^ enti- 
Caitskill, leader of the Labor | ,u ”- n,st ' “"i"** worki a< cap.- 
Party, at a moment when he i* *“ r * nd v 

playing a splendid historic role ^ *’ v * bistoriaa I re- 

^agafakst imperialism, is thrown 

into union with the imperialists 5**^ l,r I®* that this is a moment 
big the Soviet action. : 6r tentativeness.’' I believe this 
British CoMaumst “ profoundly wrong. I believe 
leaden resiga from ^ now . on this issue, is the 
the party because it supports the jnoroent to rescue the' fine heri- 
tatorvpaiinn). In every non-soeial- ta ^ e tj} e movement and make 
to eaaritiy m the world the Com- meani pgful its future role bv 
Parties are isolated as wenching free once and for all 
in bpir history. The “ om the disastrous and unnetes* 

— prestige gf the world’s ***7 wrong relationships with 
first socialist country receives a ? 7® ' Soviet Union. I believe it is 
staggering blow, including in time to call an indefensible 
Aria. a< * ^defensible and that this 

Whatever else one may wish ^ not ^ iarm » socialism 

t# argue about the intervention "j® re everywhere. I believt- 
in Hungary, this is harmful, not J! 1 ** then, paradoxically, for the 
helpful, to socialism. . st time we will be in firm posi- 

* # • ton to speak about the historic 

“MORALITY*— I believe it is accomplishments of the Soviet 
no accident that cropping up in UnK)n * 

letters defending the Soviet ac- ,7° Ion S 35 we permit the type 
tion are sneers at the words kscist-minded crowd as pick- 
“morality," “humanism" and Pythian Temple to be the 
^general, abstract ideas of justice. ,ujZ n ? ers °* ^ lin garv, we are 


»uwm, WJUOVI iww Ul UJHIT, II. , . & 

democracy, right and wrong. a odicating. 

• * •** Is this felt necessary be- Relieve history, and soon, 
cause the world sees the actior , 8 “? w , t f iat tiie Daily VVprk- 
** viokttog tbrte good words’: e { s P ri,iC ipled and ves, correct 
are storing up Thm is ate what seems to me f* 52 Position, helped save the 
i toMtepl feetitty in grantui| “® n o«ble futuu d the American 

ftMw g sasat . 
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, EN ROUTE TO CORTINA D'AMPEZZO, ITALY.- London 
u ac . day P assin § through in travel is just a tantalizing 
whiff of a city like London, and I made up my mind before I got 
here that I would resolutely resist making any sweeping generali- 
zations or coming to any “profound” conclusions, but would just 
try to oner “one day impressions” for what they are worth. 

Luckily even for the impressions. On my late evening arrival 
I stayed overnight in a working class area way out from the cen- 
ter of town. 

Being way out had the added merit of affording a one hour 
ride on two buses to get into town for our first target, a fraternal 
visit to the British Daily Worker, which like our own ’is affection- 
ately called *the Daily” by long time readers. 

"The Daily” is quite a paper in London town. When I got off 
the second bus as directed— after a rambling sightseeing trip from 
a top deck like our cruelly discarded Fifth Avenue double deckers 
—I saw no sign on the street for a half block or so, and asked some- 
one walking m the same direction "Pardon me, is this Farringdon 
The gentleman nodded a polite yes and asked could he be 
ot further assistance, what on Farringdon did I want? Number 75 
I said; and then added, "The Daily Worker.” 

"Oh,” said the man cheerily, "The Daily Worker. Just fall in 
with me, I work right around the comer from it. . . . Not that you 
could miss it, he added, it s a fine, big building with a proper 
sign. 

As we walked he smiled, "Farringdon Road or Farringdon 
Street, I never did know which it was.” We came to the building. 
There you are," he said, "It would interest you to know it was 
one of the first buildings in this area to be repaired after 'the bomb- 
ings. 

(It was so pleasant to ask someone where the Daily Worker 
was and get an immediate, knowledgeable reply, that later in the 
afternoon, I must confess, after walking some distance away, when 
I might have found it again myself, I indulged the luxury of ask- 
ing another man, this one a worker taking some lumber off a truck. 

4 Oh, the Daily Worker,” he said cheerfully like the first, "Its on 
Farringdon, turn right next corner, left after two and go on a bit. 
j ou can t miss it, a fine building.”) 

• 

A FINE BUILDING indeed, as I backed off across the street 
to view the six-story high structure with its glass front and huge 
red block letters across the middle "DAILY WORKER.” In the 
front showcase the days paper was spread out page by page. In 
another was a group of original Gabriel cartoons and a picture of 
the artist at work with the caption "The famed cartoonist Gabriel 
at work.” It seemed to me that nobody passed by without stopping 
lor a look. 

A smaller sign on the front floor level bears the slogan "Make 
the Daily Worker the Daily Paper of the Left Wing.” As you go 
in anfi^enter the reception room, there is a large plaque^n the 
wall, wreh an official award, the Rajly /Worker^ riiesen jointlyvs^kh 
the Timer* as the he^?c^Mgnaq\amly and ^newspaper hi 

Britain for the year 1S5&-J v ' ru ^ 
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Since our great passport lockup has made an American visitor 
Irom the left a great rarity, I was greeted with cordial interest, 
and with more than one chuckling remark like “Oh, you got out, 
did you? Good for you.” They all wanted to know when the be- 
loved Paul Robeson could come, saying his fight for the .right to 
travel was known throughout the land. F 

f Mick Downing, the young, vigorous sports editor, /vas hard 
at work planning the layout for the next day's sports njpws, which 
comprises about one-fourth of the paper’s total space. “Can’t be 
cutt down,” he hughed, “Its a law.” 

Sitting nearby was the famed Cayton, acknowledged as far 
and away the top English expert on racing. He can hardly hoard 
or get off a bus, they tell me, without being recognized and some- 
one asking, “You got a good horse for today, Cayton?” In com- 
petition last year with the big London papers, he far outdid the 
picking records of all of them. 

As you may have read recently in John Williamson’s Letter 
from London, the British “Daily” has a circulation of 83,000 daily 
and 110,000 Sunday, with at least 10 percent of the circulation 
directly into the hands of factory workers, which figure does not 
include workers who buy it at newsstands or get it by mail. It aims 
to be a ccmplete paper in direct competition with the other dailies, 
within its more limited means, giving the whole family all the 
news and "sundries.” British workers do not buy two papers a day. 

• . 

A MAJOR DEVELOPMENT in British sports, which were 
quite weak in the aftermath of the war, has been the exciting 
give and take competition with the socialist countries, making the 
term “Iron Curtain” silly to the British sports fan, and the average 
Briton is a sports fan, stressed staffer Leon Griffiths. There is tre- 
mendous fan interest in the visits of the Soviet track and football 
teams, the Czech track stars and the Hungarians’ fabulous football 
and track stars. 

“We had never seen football played the way the Hungarians 
played it beating us 6-3 here,” I was told. “People of course came 
out to see our team win, but they were cheering the Hungarian 
1 brilliance as fans.” 

Such interchange with the vibrant athletes of the eastern 
countries has helped pick up the English standard again, and 
this is generally recognized. However, serious discussion on what 
had happened for an English football team to be outclassed at its 
famed game on its own soil could only end with the realization 
that a structure based on commercial gate appeal and quick suc- 
cess could not cope with one of real amateurism— i.e., full mass 
participation and topnotch coaching, training and equipment all* 
up and down the line. Which is quite a realization. The average 
Briton, to repeat an ardent sports fan, has to figure that socialism 
is yery good for sports. 

It was with a sense of fraternal pride (one Daily Worker in 
another) that I left the building holding as a gift from publicity 
j director and artist Ken Sprague “The Story of the Daily WJSkei,” 
ajresk by the late William Rust, its first editor. 

I’ll have to inflict those threatened “one day impressions” of 
London on you in another en-route column, since I tlid want to 
get in the Daily Worker visit. 
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EN”fi6^fl to Cortina D’Ampezzo, From London by 
^ big plane started an hour and a halt late, ran into bumpy 
weather, put down for refueling at a howling lonely airport in La- 
brador and got to London seven hours behind schedule, but I find 
it hard to complain. It is very exciting to go to Europe; especially 
with a passport in your pocket which represents something meaning- 
ful in the fight for democratic sanity in vour land. 

Three and a half years ago I didn’t get a passport to cover the 
Olympics in Finland, now here I am with a passport for the 
Olympics in Italy, winging through the skies. And especially again 
when I had never seen Europe, having gone the “other way” to 
the Pacific during the war, and having begun to wonder if I 
would ever see the old continent. 

Iji the World Telegram & Sun, as I browsed through ill I 
noted! two little items 1^ wouldn’t have stopped at yesterday, (fne 

was jBubway Fare Up in London,” a two sentence story about the 
fare ue mg raised to match the raise in the bus fare, and the otljer, 
“London Gets First Snow.” The place I am going to i$ already 
coming into focus, and I look at my watch and mentally and five 
hours to get the right time where I will be tomorrow. 

There are a fair handful of soldiers in the plane. A young 
one from South Carolina is sitting next to me, heading back to his 
station near London after a holiday furlough home. How does he 
like it? 


“Well,” he says in his slow drawl, “It’s OK. I get along. The 
people, they don’t like the Yanks much . . . they call all Americans 
Yanks,” he hastily interjected. “But there ain’t many of them you 
can’t get alone with it you try, I mean.” . . . 

He showed me his English money, denomination by denomi- 
nation and when I kept asking how much each represented in 
American money, he said, “Now the thing about this money, I made 
the same mistake as you. Forget about how much it is in American 
money, just start taking it for itself and learn how to make change 
in IT, that’s the trick.” 

This evidently was at least one of our young “ambassadors” who 
leaned toward the notion that England belonged to the English. 


• 

AFTER SUPPER, which just about went down in the bumpy 
going, I pulled out my copy of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn’s new auto- 
biography, and read the first few chapters by the little pin pointed 
lights from the side of the plane. It is some book, just what you 
would expect from Elizabeth. The early years of her life came 
alive in her simple yet rich narrative. Then I looked out and see 
the blinking red light on the wings of the plane and realized I was 
flying over the ocean high above the clouds. Man can soar from 
country to country, yet back there in Alderson, W. Va., tonight the 
great woman who wrote this book, the salt of our country’s earth, 
is shut in, confined for three years. This book ought to get around! 

The plane lands at Goose Bay for refueling. There is piled 
snow all around and a building. This is way up north, higher than 
Newfoundland. London, as a look at the map, will shows is up 
about as high as Labrador. It is I a.m. and cold outside. Those who 
want to can leave the plane and go to the terminal during the 
one hour refueling. 

About one fourth of the passengers decide to go, including me. 
Thy number rises to one half when it is announced that hot drinks 
and cookies can be had inside. We crunch over the snow to Jhejf 
ligated building, standing all by itself. A walk in Canada. It 4 alf 
will, lonely place. We are greeted cheerfully in French accent jpy 
several terminal workers. __ • 
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| Inside, the passengers have their tea or chocolate, relax and 
chap. There is a feeling of near intimacy among the plane passengers. 
Chits begin all over* sans introductions. I 

I As luck would have it, I bumped into a Vermonter whops an 
avid follower of winter sports. He straightened me out on Aidrew 
Mead Lawrence, the Green Mountain champ whom he firA saw 
compete in a little place called Pico’s Peak, Vt., 10 years ago as a 
pig-tailed girl of 13 racing through the tricky downhill slalom. 
Three years later at the Olympics she fell through nervousness. 
But four years ago at Oslo she brought the Star Spangled Banner 
in first, winning the slalom in record time and then winning the 
giant slalom too. Now a veteran of 23, with three children, she 
is in her third Olympics. Vermont is quite proud of her. 

Up on Olympic tryout news, this man gave me the following 
information from various pre-Olympic meets: In Switzerland, 

Austria’s powerful men downhill skiiers looked good enough to 
win their events. There is a lot of tradition in Central and north- 
ern Europe in these events, he said, and Americans can’t catch up 
so easily He mentioned a theory you hear sometimes, that Eu- 
ropeans are inclined to have more stamina for longer events than 
Americans because they ride less and use their legs more. 

Sensation of the first test of Cortina’s ski jump setup was young 
Harry Glass of East Germany (on the combined All-German team). 
Glass became one of the early favorites in the event with jumps 
of 259 and 259 feet. Max Elkhart, of West Germany finished a good 
second. In still another meet, Jean Meret of France won the 
gruelling cross country event. A Pole whose name he didn’t recall 
won the Nordic Combined, a test of manifold ski skills. 

The Vermonter reckoned the Russians a big threat in speed 
skating, cross country skiing, and a 1-2 finisher in the ice hockey 
torney. 

“It will be a very exciting Winter Olympics,” he enthused. 
“Nobody is sure just how to figure form in this one. It’s a case of 
anything can happen, there are so many new factors.” 

When we got back to the plane still chatting sports, a stew- 
ardess told us that Paul Anderson, the 350 pound American weight- 
lift champ, had to be given two seats on one of the planes. “We 
just took the middle bar down and said sit down, big boy, it’s 
all yours.” 


THE PLANE took off with everybody sleeping or trying to 
sleep in the darkened cabin. We were now heading due east, 
to meet the rising sun. Somewhere near "morning I awoke to view 
a fantastic, scene out the little window. Straight ahead of us the 
entire horizon was coming aflame with the rising sun. Below us 
was a serried sea of white clouds, edges and tips lit up b>r the 
flaming golden orange red. “Isn’t that simply beautiful?,” an en- 
tranced elderly woman across the aisles whispered and I was glad 
I wasn’t the only one up to see such a sight. For the next half 
hour there were a series of different tableaus as the lighting and 
cloud formations changed. Each was perfect as any flake of snow 
is perfect when viewed through a magnifying glass. 

Then it was fasten seat belts, we are approaching London . . * 
the sudden detail of old life and streets and bridges rushing up to 
meet us, the Thames, cars on the left, stateliness, narrowness, 
bustle and poise intermingled in an overwhelming of the sensed 
'Me plane landed, the door opened. Wretchedly inexperience® 
traveller that I am* I was trapped with my toilet articles in my 
* luggage, or rather Joe Claries luggage. Bearded and wrinldedf I 
pushed my watch firmly ahead from 11.45 Nf^r Yorl? time to 3:45 
p.m., and stepped down into die London late afternoon. ,«• 
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Lester Rodney, sports editof e 
the Daily Worker and The Work 
er, left yesterday via Pan Amor 
ican Airways for Italy. He is e. 
rouse to Cortina 'd'Ampezzo 
vlr’ Vv ^ ,ere will cover fra 
oS 0, y m P ,es being held Ja it 
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I don’t agree with the Pat* 
port Division’s decision to bar 
— LesteMtodney, sports editor of 
the Daily Worker, from cover- 



ing the Olym- 
pic Games at 
Helsinki. 

As a mat- 
ter of fact, I 
fell out of 
love with 
Mrs. Ruth B. 

Shipley, the 
boss of this 
branch of the 
State Depart- 
ment, a long time ago when she 
looked down her silly nose and 
saickto Brooklyn’s Rev. J. Henry 
Carpenter a passport ain’t for 
yoi| Such heights of fallacious 
thiiking fail to escape the acid 
test of even my alleged mind, 
which was never officially de- 
veloped beyond the high school 
stage. Ruthie leaves me as limp 
as a dead fish and, as a protec- 
tor of American ideals, I would 
rather trust the nation to the 
Senator from Wisconsin, Joseph 
McCarthy. 


Now it happens that I read 
Mr. Rodney’s sheet as a means 
of keeping acquainted with the 
lunatic fringe. And, whild I 
wouldn’t desecrate my house- 
hold garbage by wrapping |he 
same in it, I do feel that aj a 
newspaperman it is important 
for me to know what the jerk 



CLIPPING FROM THJE 

B Y N.Y. BROOKLYN LAGL-E 

DATl JUjL/ \ 

1'OK'W AUbSb WY^N, Y, DI Vision 

MU'o 0 1 & S / 



fringe of American society is 
doing. 

Maybe it is more than a vague 
suspicion that Lester boy is a 
gfommie. But it is also true 
that a republic like ours has to 
put up with annoyances be- 
cause of our belief in free 
speech. And some of the an- 
noyances are as helpful as a 
barometer. If the thing says, a 
hurricane instead of a shrimp 
boat is coming, we can take ap- 
propriate steps to avoid a major 
disaster. 

But Lester is something less 
tharj. a hurricane. He is about 
as much of a threat to America 
as a single ant is to a family 
picnic. And his paper is. no 
more significant than the fall of 
an overripe apple from a beat- 
up old tfee oh the verge of 
collapse. 

Much . could be gained by 
sending Lester to Helsinki. 
Maybe en route he would pause 
in London’s Hyde Park and be- 
come so enamored of the acous- 
tics that he would exchange his 
American typewriter for a Brit- 
ish soapbox. 

But what peeves me the most 
is that I will be deprived ‘ of 
reading Jus ‘‘unbiased” com- 
ments a^out the Russian ath- 
letes, wpom I suspect will dis- 
cover /hat a stopwatch recog- 
nizes no special ' allegiance to 
the Politburo.' , 


. Certainly if anything that Les- 
ter writes can hurt the &S. A. 
we are in a bad way, anmdt is 
too late for herpicide. % 

Once in a moment of utter 
disgust I said that the Daily 
Worker should be banned, but 
the opinion wasn’t too well con- 
sidered. Death should come to 
it under its own momentum, 
and modern plumbing shbuld 
be able to do a good job with 
the remains without the benefit 
of prayer. A Texas millionaire 
once tried to keep a bum show 
alive, but even he ran out of 
oil wells and the thing fell flat 
on its face. 

So, to Mrs. Shipley, I say you 
should ought to disappear from 
public life, where you can ac- 
cent the unimportant without 
parading your nonsense in the 
newspapers. The thing to re- 
member is that when a Commie 
is caught with blueprints for 
the overthrow of the United 
States Government even the 
Dean of Acheson should set ex- 
cited. But Lester only^Wants 
to write about foot race\ and 
stuff in a sheet that is as devoid 
of significance as the popping 
of a kid’s cap pistol. Bake a pie 
or something, or do up a mess 
of watermelon pickle, but by all 
means stay away from pass- 
ports. Goodbye now. 
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DR. PAULING MTS PASSPORfK 
FIGHT FON RODNEY'S GROWS 


As pressure mounted against the 
arbitrary denials of passports {o 
' many Americans, the State Depart- 
ment late Tuesday was finally 
forced to reverse itself on one of 
its astounding rulings. Dr. Linus 
C. Pauling, one of the nation’s out- 
standing chemists, was granted a 
passport to England and France. 

Dr. Pauling, head of the divi- 
sion of chemistry and chemical en- 
ginlering at California Institute of 
Te<finology, had been previously 
l derled a passport on the usual 
f spimous grounds that it was 


“against the interests of the U. S.” 

A condition of the granting of 
Dr. Pauling’s passport now was 
that he sign an affidavit that he is 
not now and never has been a 
Communist. 

The backtracking by the State 
Department was seen as a signi- 
ficant sign that mounting pressure 
against the outrageous passport 
policies could force victories for 

freedom of travel. 

• 

On another passport front, the 


Slew York Post yesterday added its j 
[editorial voice to those condemn- 
ing the State Department for its! 
denial of a passport to JEfaily 
Worker sports editor Lester~R(icL 
lev. Jn an editorial entitled “The 


nev. I n 

Olympic Booby Prize,” the Post 
called the denial of Rodney’s right 
to cover the Olympic Games a 
“gesture of idiocy,” and recalled 
that “only last week Federal Judge 
Keech sharply rebuked the pass 
port unit for refusing to concede 
that its decisions are not above 


the law.” 

“But the ban on the Daily 
Worker’s sports columnist,” the 
Post continued, “may accomplish 
what more serious protests have 

failed to achieve.” 

As always when speaking out 
on the question of elementary de- 
mocracy where progressives are 
concerned, the Post editorial writer 
felt compelled to indulge in elab- 
orate, juvenile red-baiting ablut 
the nature of the Daily W orklr s 
reports from the Olympics. \ 
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Washington Tost Assails^ 
Rodney Passport Denial \ 


The Washington Post, in an 
editorial Monday entitled “An- 
other Inanity,” ridiculed the 
State Department's denial of an 
Olympic passport to Daily 
Worker sports editor Lestegfrod- 
nev, and called it a shadow on 
tneSilTo? Rights and freedom of 
the press. 

“In the peculiarly arbitrary 
way in which it customarily 
handles such matters,” the Post 
said, “it has denied a passport to 
L ester Rodn ey, the Daily Work- 


er's sports editor, to go abroad to 
cover the Olympic Games. The 
denial seems the more inane 
since it is hard to discover in it 
the slightest connection with na- 
tional security.” 

(The Post claims that the 
denial “serves the Daily Worker's 
interests better than the granting 
of one.” We suggest that the 
Post exert pressure on Mrs. 
Shipley to give us the passport 
tomorrow). 

“UnfortuMULlj ,*H|he editorial 


continues, “the denial does not, 
to use the State Department’s 
gobbledvgook, serve the interests 
of the United States. It tends, 
indeed, to make the U. S. look 
rather ridiculous— as though this 
country stood in fear of what the 
Daily Worker's sports editor 
might scribble about some ath- 
letic contests abroad. And it 
tends, too, to put a shadow on 
the first amendment's brave, 
and distinctively American, guar- 
antee of freedom of the press.” 
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m^RGE BY PASSPORT . 

y\ YESTERDAY’S WASHINGTON POST asks sar-l 
cistically why the Passport Division of the State Depart- 
ment is “in fear” of what Lest^^ney^ould write about 

the Helsinki Olympics. , , , 

This is only, the latest expression of doubt about; tte 
Passport Pu*ge which is being waged by the State De- 
partment against all Americans whose views don t pass 
the Czarist-style “security test applied by Mrs. Shipley 

of that division. „ 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette has noted that m these 
Passport Purges, the State Department bureaucrats are 
“judge, witness, prosecutor and jury. Senatoi Wayne 
Morse has made the same point on the floor of the 

Senate. the famous Ita l ian novelist, Albertof 

Moravia, whose books have been banned by jhe VaticanJ 
las refused entry to the U.S.A. on the basis of a 1918 laj[ 
that nobody knows anything about. Washington has the 

world’s biggest Iron Curtain. , , 

Close to one hundred leading Americans, from Dr. 
DuBois, Paul Robeson, Howard Fast, Corliss Lamont, to 
Dr. Linus Pauling, have been arbitrarily refused the light 

to travel on peaceful pursuits. , , ,, 

A Washington Federal Court ruled recently that the 
revocation of correspondent Anne Bauer’s passport was 

,Ueg No advocate of “preventive war” or of throwing the 
A-bomb has ever been denied a passport. Only advo- 
cates of peace seem to get hit. This paper s fight toi 
iter Rodney’s right to cover a sports event has jusf 
un. If they can do this to Rodney, where is the Amert 
. \yho can say that he still lives under. Americas ConJ 
solution any more? 
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A noTRer Inanity 


With an inanity that seems to have be- 
come habitual ih connection with passports, 
the State Department has now given the 
Daily Worker , the Communist Party’s “news- 
paper,” a convenient pretext for subjecting 
American institutions to the world’s de- 
rision. In the peculiarly arbitrary way in 
which it customarily handles suchumatters, 
it has denied a passport to Lesterytodney, 
the baily Worker's sports editor, to go 
abroad to cover the Olympic games. .The 
deni* seems the more inane since ft is 
hard to discover in it the slightest conneetmn 
with national security. J 

It will make very little difference to the 
Daily Worker or to its readers, we presume, 
if Mr. Rodney writes about the Olympic 
games from Helsinki or from the comforts, 
such as they are, of his office on East 12th 
Street, New York; hi’s point of view will < 
probably be much the same in either case. 
We fancy, moreover, that the Daily 'Worker 
is glad to be spared the expenses of fis trip, 
subscribers being at something of a pre- 
mium these days; and anyway, the denial of 
a passport serves its interests better than 
the granting of one. 

Unfortunately, the denial does not, to use 
the State Department’s gobbledygook, serve 
the interests of the United States. It tends, 
indeed, to make the United States look 
rather ridiculous— as though this country 
stood in fear of what the Daily Worker’s 
sports editor might scribble about some 
athletic contests abroad. And it tends, too, 
to put a shadow on the first amendment’s 
b^ave, and distinctively American, guarantee 
of freedom of the press. 

It is for the sake of the values expressed 
in the first amendment that Americans 
wisely tolerate the publication of the Daily 
Worker and all its daily nonsense in New 
York. It is for the sake of those valuer 
that its sports writers should be left fr« 
to write their particular nonsense withoit 
infringement. The Bill of Rights is too iif- 
poilant to be tampered with for so trivial . 
a cause. J 
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TEXT OF WIRE ON DENIAL 
OF PASSPORT TO OLYMPKS 


In answer to the State Department wire reading ‘‘Passport re- 
fused on ground your travel abroad is contrary interest of United 
States. Specific basfrsk your admission that you are a Communist”, 
spoi ts editor LgstePftqdney on Friday sent the following telegram 
to Mrs. Ruth Srnpley, passport chief: 

Shocked at d e n i a 1 of passport. My covering the Olympic 
Games for my newspaper is not contrary to any interest of the 
United States. Freedom of press is very much in interest of United 
States. Your statement “specific basis is your admission that you are 
a Communist” is blatant falsehood. When you asked me if I was a 
Communist I replied my politics was not your concern and was 
not the issue involved. Are you aware of ruling of Federal Court 
on July 10 in case of Alice Bauer which stated “personal liberty 
to go abroad is particularly important to an individual whose live- 
lihood is dependant upon the right to travel.” This is exactly rele- 
vant since my livelihood as sports writer depends on my liberty 
as American to go abroad cover Olympic Games. Intend to let who 
wuftey and entire world know of this shocking denial. Insist yc 
change doling on basis of above facts grant my passport at one 
* • * • • Lester Rodney, Sports Editor, N.Y. Daily Worker. 
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< Passport Evasion 
State Dep t Assailed 

The Daily Worker yesterday sent the following tele- 
gram to Mrs. Ruth Shipley, head of the State Departments 
Passport Division: “Must kno w immediately where we staid | 
on passport for sports editor Les^,,. the flight "to Helsinki sehVd-i 
|ei#f> 0C Inev to cover Olympic u l e d to leave Idlewild 1:30 p|mj 
Games. Press reports you say mat- Saturday, 
ter still open. Must have passport, 
at once or your delay becomes tan-j 
tf mount to crude denial elemen- 
t try right or press freedom. In- 
s st on reply today.” 
i The wire was sent late in the 
afternoon and no reply had been 
received as this issue went to press. 

Another wire went to Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson apprising 
him of the telegram to Mrs. Ship- 
ley and asking him to intercede. 

In another development, Editor 
and Publisher, the influential trade 
publications, phoned Rodney for 
the facts and said it would run a 
factual news story of the denial in 
its issues which went to press last 

I night. j 

Pan American Airlines extended 
to 4:30 p.m. Friday the time Rcth 
nev had to cancel his reservation 
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Our Sports Editor Fights x 
McCarran Ban on Passports 

By LESTER RODNEY^ 

■^Tseems a sportT writer in this country of ours has to have political views accept- 
able to Mrs. Ruth Shipley of the State Department’s Passport Division or he is not quali- 
fied to report the Olympics, the biggest sports event of the year for his newspaper. This 
writer, who has been 


there is a quick and strong ^nougn 
storm of protest. Mrs. Shipley and 
the Passport Division of the State 
i Department are not the United 
States of America. 

Wire and phone the President 
the State Departm^n^lajJa^^ 


SS-faTB »«« S'wSl|.ve« to, the »«w W , which rn-.hn. * winnl.g the high dive 
press accreditation from the U. S. pWs me. 


K 


Olympic Committee, housing reser- 
vations in Helsinki and plane tickets 
[or July 12, called Mrs. Shipley in 
Washington yesterday afternoon to 
ask once again where his passport 
was. 

My application went in on June 
9. Two weeks is the usual waiting 
period. 

“Are you a Communist?” was the 
question asked me over the phone. 
I told Mrs. Shipley my political 
vie^s were not her concern and 
warted to know what they had to 
do with my right as an American 
spffjjs writer to cover a sports 


‘If I m safe in assuming that as 
sports editor of the Daily Worker 
you are a Communist— are you?” 
[she went on, continuing the amaz- 
ing political grilling. 

It was impossible to get beyond 
this point with her. She insisted 
i that this was the “spirit’ of the 
McCarran Act. 

In the new lunatic world of the 
administration, I will be a clear 
[and present danger if I write from 
Helsinki that someone outran some- 
one else by five yards in the 800- 
I meter event, that they shook hands 
[afterward and the crowd cheered, 
that someone else showed great 


Unless ^you agree with the State 
Department’s inevitable war line- 
land that’s the nub of the matter, 
not only whether you are one of 
relatively few Communist Party 
l members— you are not capable of 
[reporting a sports event in which 
men and women from 70 countries, 
with all kinds of political organi- 
sation and economic structures, are 
competing in friendship. 

This is going to make our coun- 
try look just great to the rest of 
the world. I 

They need not get away Ivith 
this infamous blow to freedom of 
the press, even at this late hour if 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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Sports Editor Asks^ 
Truman Intercede N 
In Passport Stall 

President Truman was urged yesterday to intercede 
with the State Department and ask them, in the spirit of 
American participation of the Olympics and full press cover- 
age to issue a passport to JDaily-— : rr rr— ~ * 

Worker sports editor Leste# Rod- Rodney, Sports Editor, N. Y. Daily 


-K- nev T A telegram by Rodney to the 
Wfiite House apprised the Presi- 
dent of the fact that the U. S. 
©lympic Committee had issued 
jjress credentials to him, but that 
the State Department’s passport di- 
vision had written it was “unable 
to state now when or if passport 
will be issued.” 

Other , wires went to Avery 
Brundage, president of the U. S. 
Olympic Committee; Carroll Bin- 
der, editor, Minneapolis Tribune 
and U. S. representative to the UN 
on press; the heads of the* CIO 
Newspaper Guild, national and lo- 
cal, and the International Organi- 
zation of Journalists at Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. 

A cable had previously gone out 
to Erik Von Frenckell, Finnish 
president of the Olympic Games. 
It read: “Have received press 

credentials through U. S. Olympic 
Committee, completed travel and 
housing arrangements to cover 
Olympic Games for NY Daily 
Worker. Scheduled leave July 12. 
U. S. State Department now ad- 
vises unble to state when or if pass 
port will he issued. In spirit o' 
Olympics and interests of fulles 
prasible coverage, urge you us« 
yjur friendly offices requestin 
Siite DenL issue my passpor 
without further delay . . .Lester 


Worker.” 

New York newspapers and the 
major wire services were also in- 
formed yesterday through press re- 
lease of the attempted denial of 
the right of a sports writer to cover 
a sports event. 

Rodney is scheduled to phone 
the Passport Division of the Stole 
Division this afternoon. He was 
told las)r Thursday by, an assistant 

^Continued on Page 6) 


% 




--- Miipfey, pass* 

that “Wednesday would be a good 
guess” as to when they would 
know whether the passport would 
he forthcoming. 

If the passport is not received 
within the next several days, plane 
tickets will have to be turned back 
to avoid forfeiture of the considei- 
able amount already outlayed. 

Rodney’s passport application 
went in June 9. The usual period 
of waiting k two weeks. While the 
State Department has not to date 
flail v denied that the passport 
would be forthcoming, any further 
lielav will accomplish the- same* end 
] I preventing the Daily Wjrke? 
jflom exercising its right to (fever 


I *| e Olympic Games. 
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CHARGES PASSPORT DELAY 

I ed Editor Says U. S. Selks to 
eep Him From CMympio dames 

M 1 

Lester Rodney, sports editor of 
tie Daily Worker, charged in a 
[story yesterday in that newspaper 
; that the State Department was at- 
tempting to keep him from cover- 
ing the Olympic Games in Finland 
:by holding up his passport. 

Mr. Rodney said he had received 
press credentials from the United 
States Olympic Committee and he 
had applied for his passport on 
June 9. He maintained that the 
(Passport Division had been “stall- 
ing” since then and that his 
planned departure next Saturday 
was endangered by the delay. In 
response to his inquiries, Mr. Rod- 
ney said, the State Department 
telegraphed him that it was 
“awaiting necessary clearance of 
your passport application.” 

In recent weeks The Daily 
Worker has carried on a campaign 
to raise money from subscribers 


thi games. He expressed concern 
th* t these funds, advanced or 
pla le fare, housing and other ■ k- 
pei pes, would be forfeited. 
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Article ' 

New York.,. | 

Editor, Daily Worker: 

Everyone who reads this will 
nod hnd say, “That’s just the way 
I felt about it, it was terrihc. 

But let’s get it into print. Every- 
thing that Eteabety^urley 
S&Fbmn writes is worth reading, 
but Tier column last week en- 
titled, “In Back of Foley Square 
was something that shouldn’t pass 
without special notice. 

In her clear eloquent Ameri- 
can, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 

§ ite about a street scene 4i 
v York and about capit^- 
and socialism. It was a ccl- 
n you urgently wanted is 
many workers as possible to read. 

It was angry yet calm, penetrat- 
irig and convincing. There isnt 
anybody who couldn’t under- 
stand it from first word to last. 

It will make any honest person 
think. (I felt impelled 'to send it 
to a few former army buddies 
with whom I used to chew the 
fat.) ' ■ 

Certainly we can all learn 
plenty from this kind of writing. 
And we ought to. Here, in the 
most “popular” style, unencum- 
bered by any sectarian cliches 
and taking no prior knovvledge 
for granted, Elizabeth Gurley 
Flvnn has written a basic edu- 
cational piece about the great is- 
sues of our day. 

Some people, they say can 
travel three times around the 
world and see nothing. Eliza- 
beth Gurley Flynn can walk one 
block from the marble edifices 
of capitalist “justice and see 
evervthing— and then tell it to 
others! She’s been doing just 
that for a long time, which ot 
course is why she is today ofc 
“Aal” by the frightened stoog* 
offing money. . 1 
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Score Boards 

By Lester Rodney 


Well, what about the first loyalties of the Greek reds 
*\e Chinese reds and all the reds being to Russia?” f 

“What do you mean? They’re bought? With money?’* I 

I don’t know. I’m just asking. I just know what I read.’* "f 
“Do you think Russia has enough dough to make people leaver 
their homes and families and go into the hills of Greece to fight and 
die—or, to keep the Chinese fighting for year after year — or to buy 
agid find. W^ya of paying a couple of million Italians who also belief 
ia 1 sdbddisfeiis a form of Government?” 


Conversation a la Headlines 

‘‘WELL, GIVE ME some of that Communist propa- ■ 
ganda about Czechoslovakia,” a certain sports writer is ... 

going, to ask me when next we meet. says “mmmm” that way I usually go 

“Why don't you read the Daily Worker?” I'll say. 8 ® UP * 

“It isn’t fat enough and I don’t like the sports section,” he^L . snouicmtJ 
answer, and then we’ll talk about Czechoslovakia. EVERYBODY* S Russian l 


into a five minute 
little hot with him, 


This is a routine that’s been going on for .some time. And because 


“THAT’S THE WHOLE giant hoax in the world today,” I tell 


he is a sports writer and this is my allotted space, perhaps I can il^ w , _ 

give you an idea of our conversations here today without having my H ll Z l ° f ou ^ «• R “ 

sports writing license revoked. av *“? agents, and that means Russia is expanding. I’ll tell you who's 

For instance, on the Gerson seating (By the way, he's pretty thing for a , kin bufc u the tri ^ ^ a Russian 

to face Wm aft; this ) ' ^ W * 1,aW ?> soldier in Greece. None belong there. There isn't a Russian soldier, 

to lace nim alter tnisi <- ' ' In China. Do you read that in the newspapers? Who's in China? 

LZJZZ Im J? P f h y JZTV th *. CleCt y , . laWS p s ' Marlnes rabbit hunting 50 miles inland for the lotf 

»““ Chiang Kai-Shek dictatorship; what have you got to say?” 1 


you 

I’ra not saying it’s morally right to keep your guy out, but what about 
that law? Can’t you guys get 50,000 votes?” , 


tell him that the election law just refers to getting parties: « Y eah the government 

e official ballot, and has nothing to do with the City Charter 1 about leg ’ al governments. ’ 


“Isn’t the Greek government the government of the country j 
least? Aren’t these guys rebels? At least there’s international law . 


By British bayonets. Let me tell you 
Remember Spain's legal government 
and Franco’s rebellion? Did we interfere there for the government? 


provision for a Council vacancy to be filled by the same Party. That’s 

teU hlm " h , at * h „ e PfP«* How about the rewly create! rf^Ttowe stick- 

fully ignore- (there , always something that the other MWM Ing them in the back fo/ Standard Oil or not. Our State De- 

S5“’ «“ *U ™* I M” Submarines » Turt*,. r whal sab, Ne»« 

hSwf of ln the saw the item.”) How about Russia sending subs to Mexico, and 

e e ts of what was still left of the New Deal coalition building airfields and sending officers— and Mexico doesn’t like us. 

“Can’t Get 50 000 Would we tell them where to get off? Hmmm. 

H ™* J T h ELI HIM ’ 18 a nasty libtle plec ® of dishonesty by the press, feTmleresUng' to get another viewpoint. See you soon, 
f °“ lsslon - the y alway * say « as ‘ hou * h ^e CP “failed And then will come Czechoslovakia-“Now you’re not going to 

to get 50 000 votes in the State. He says maybe nobody knows that tell me Russia had nothing to do with THIS deal,” he'll begin 
fact, mavbf! vnn trnva rtnn’f ovon niih p to it onnnnh & 





U/. 




fact maybe you guys ^ don't even publicize it enough . . . everybody doubt-‘‘Or that this was democratic procedurV. 

which ff h tf ’ aSree ’ JU the n * wspapers ' ** ten readers letters -clearing ane for one more non s] 

Th _ °T- 9 er * column next week II tell you what happens on Czechoslovakia. 

„ ^■'Ipmedure has to be democratic. 

I read one of your people was arrested for deportation. Now don’t 

get me wrong. But how come she’s here so long and doesn’t want to 
be a citizen?” 

“Because she does, that’s why. Because she applied but they 
never answered because she’s not a Republican or Democrat, that’s 
why. And you never read that in the paper. That’s not news.” 

Or Greece. The day the Free Government was formed. 

“Now aren’t the Russians throwing their weight around, trying 
to put up a satellite government?” 

“What have the Russians got to do with it?” I ask. 

“Well,” he says, “Don’t get technical. Not the Russians maybe, 
but Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania are supporting these guer- 
rillas, aren’t they?” 

“Do you read Homer Bigart’s articles in the Herald Tribune?** 

I asked. 

“Oho. I though the papers all lied on these deals.** 

j “They do. But sometimes the truth will casually come along 
tfrom a good reporter and slip through, more often in the Tribune 
than in the Times. I must say.” r j 

“What’s Bigart say?” O [i\Q 

“Just that not a single dead or^ia^tured guerrilla in the whole 
»e MA fftnff aftviMnf Jut a Greek. That the S frv W/i *. 
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